
mirrors 
In another connection He saith: "O Sun-like Mirrors! Look ye upon the Sun of Truth. Ye, verily, depend 
upon it, were ye to perceive it. Ye are all as fishes, moving in the waters of the sea, veiling yourselves 
therefrom, and yet asking what it is on which ye depend." And likewise, He saith: "I complain unto thee, O 
Mirror of My generosity, against all the other Mirrors. All look upon Me through their own colors." 

Bahá’u'lláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 160 

And likewise He saith: "O ye seeming fair yet inwardly foul! Ye are like clear but bitter water, which to 
outward seeming is crystal pure but of which, when tested by the Divine Assayer, not a drop is accepted. 
Yea, the sunbeam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ they in reflection even as doth the 
star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference!" 

And also He saith: "O essence of desire! At many a dawn have I turned from the realms of the Placeless 
unto thine abode, and found thee on the bed of ease busied with others than Myself. Thereupon, even as 
the flash of the spirit, I returned to the realms of celestial glory, and breathed it not in My retreats above 
unto the hosts of holiness." 

Bahá’u'lláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 16 

And likewise, He saith: "He -- glorified be His mention -- resembleth the sun. Were unnumbered mirrors 
to be placed before it, each would, according to its capacity, reflect the splendor of that sun, and were 
none to be placed before it, it would still continue to rise and set, and the mirrors alone would be veiled 
from its light. I, verily, have not fallen short of My duty to admonish that people, and to devise means 
whereby they may turn towards God, their Lord, and believe in God, their Creator. If, on the day of His 
Revelation, all that are on earth bear Him allegiance, Mine inmost being will rejoice, inasmuch as all will 
have attained the summit of their existence, and will have been brought face to face with their Beloved, 
and will have recognized, to the fullest extent attainable in the world of being, the splendor of Him Who is 
the Desire of their hearts. If not, My soul will indeed be saddened. I truly have nurtured all things for this 
purpose. How, then, can anyone be veiled from Him? For this have I called upon God, and will continue 
to call upon Him. He, verily, is nigh, ready to answer." 

Bahá’u'lláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 155 

In this station the truth of the unity of God and of the signs of His sanctity is established. Thou shalt 
indeed see them all rising above the bosom of God's might and embraced in the arms of His mercy; nor 
can any distinction be made between His bosom and His arms. To speak of change or transformation in 
this plane would be sheer blasphemy and utter impiety, for this is the station wherein the light of divine 
unity shineth forth, and the truth of His oneness is expressed, and the splendours of the everlasting Morn 
are reflected in lofty and faithful mirrors. By God! Were I to reveal the full measure of that which He hath 
ordained for this station, the souls of men would depart from their bodies, the inner realities of all things 
would be shaken in their foundations, they that dwell within the realms of creation would be 
dumbfounded, and those who move in the lands of allusion would fade into utter nothingness. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gems of Divine Mysteries, p. 31 

I shall restate here My theme, that perchance this may assist thee in recognizing thy Creator. Know thou 
that God - exalted and glorified be He - doth in no wise manifest His inmost Essence and Reality. From 
time immemorial He hath been veiled in the eternity of His Essence and concealed in the infinitude of His 
own Being. And when He purposed to manifest His beauty in the kingdom of names and to reveal His 
glory in the realm of attributes, He brought forth His Prophets from the invisible plane to the visible, that 
His name "the Manifest" might be distinguished from "the Hidden" and His name "the Last" might be 



discerned from "the First", and that there may be fulfilled the words: "He is the First and the Last; the 
Seen and the Hidden; and He knoweth all things!"33 Thus hath He revealed these most excellent names 
and most exalted words in the Manifestations of His Self and the Mirrors of His Being. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gems of Divine Mysteries, p. 34 

These sanctified Mirrors, these Day Springs of ancient glory, are, one and all, the Exponents on earth of 
Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose. From Him proceed their 
knowledge and power; from Him is derived their sovereignty. The beauty of their countenance is but a 
reflection of His image, and their revelation a sign of His deathless glory. They are the Treasuries of 
Divine knowledge, and the Repositories of celestial wisdom. Through them is transmitted a grace that is 
infinite, and by them is revealed the Light that can never fade.... These Tabernacles of Holiness, these 
Primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, are but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of 
the Invisibles. By the revelation of these Gems of Divine virtue all the names and attributes of God, such 
as knowledge and power, sovereignty and dominion, mercy and wisdom, glory, bounty, and grace, are 
made manifest. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 47 

Having created the world and all that liveth and moveth therein, He, through the direct operation of His 
unconstrained and sovereign Will, chose to confer upon man the unique distinction and capacity to know 
Him and to love Him -- a capacity that must needs be regarded as the generating impulse and the primary 
purpose underlying the whole of creation.... Upon the inmost reality of each and every created thing He 
hath shed the light of one of His names, and made it a recipient of the glory of one of His attributes. Upon 
the reality of man, however, He hath focused the radiance of all of His names and attributes, and made it 
a mirror of His own Self. Alone of all created things man hath been singled out for so great a favor, so 
enduring a bounty. 

These energies with which the Day Star of Divine bounty and Source of heavenly guidance hath endowed 
the reality of man lie, however, latent within him, even as the flame is hidden within the candle and the 
rays of light are potentially present in the lamp. The radiance of these energies may be obscured by 
worldly desires even as the light of the sun can be concealed beneath the dust and dross which cover the 
mirror. Neither the candle nor the lamp can be lighted through their own unaided efforts, nor can it ever 
be possible for the mirror to free itself from its dross. It is clear and evident that until a fire is kindled the 
lamp will never be ignited, and unless the dross is blotted out from the face of the mirror it can never 
represent the image of the sun nor reflect its light and glory. 

And since there can be no tie of direct intercourse to bind the one true God with His creation, and no 
resemblance whatever can exist between the transient and the Eternal, the contingent and the Absolute, 
He hath ordained that in every age and dispensation a pure and stainless Soul be made manifest in the 
kingdoms of earth and heaven. Unto this subtle, this mysterious and ethereal Being He hath assigned a 
twofold nature; the physical, pertaining to the world of matter, and the spiritual, which is born of the 
substance of God Himself. He hath, moreover, conferred upon Him a double station. The first station, 
which is related to His innermost reality, representeth Him as One Whose voice is the voice of God 
Himself. To this testifieth the tradition: "Manifold and mysterious is My relationship with God. I am He, 
Himself, and He is I, Myself, except that I am that I am, and He is that He is." And in like manner, the 
words: "Arise, O Muhammad, for lo, the Lover and the Beloved are joined together and made one in 
Thee." He similarly saith: "There is no distinction whatsoever between Thee and Them, except that They 
are Thy Servants." The second station is the human station, exemplified by the following verses: "I am but 
a man like you." "Say, praise be to my Lord! Am I more than a man, an apostle?" These Essences of 
Detachment, these resplendent Realities are the channels of God's all-pervasive grace. Led by the light of 
unfailing guidance, and invested with supreme sovereignty, They are commissioned to use the inspiration 
of Their words, the effusions of Their infallible grace and the sanctifying breeze of Their Revelation for the 
cleansing of every longing heart and receptive spirit from the dross and dust of earthly cares and 
limitations. Then, and only then, will the Trust of God, latent in the reality of man, emerge, as resplendent 



as the rising Orb of Divine Revelation, from behind the veil of concealment, and implant the ensign of its 
revealed glory upon the summits of men's hearts. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 65 

God witnesseth that there is no God but Him, the Gracious, the Best-Beloved. All grace and bounty are 
His. To whomsoever He will He giveth whatsoever is His wish. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the 
Almighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. We, verily, believe in Him Who, in the person of the Báb, 
hath been sent down by the Will of the one true God, the King of Kings, the All-Praised. We, moreover, 
swear fealty to the One Who, in the time of Mustaghath, is destined to be made manifest, as well as to 
those Who shall come after Him till the end that hath no end. We recognize in the manifestation of each 
one of them, whether outwardly or inwardly, the manifestation of none but God Himself, if ye be of those 
that comprehend. Every one of them is a mirror of God, reflecting naught else but His Self, His Beauty, 
His Might and Glory, if ye will understand. All else besides them are to be regarded as mirrors capable of 
reflecting the glory of these Manifestations Who are themselves the Primary Mirrors of the Divine Being, 
if ye be not devoid of understanding. No one hath ever escaped them, neither are they to be hindered 
from achieving their purpose. These Mirrors will everlastingly succeed each other, and will continue to 
reflect the light of the Ancient of Days. They that reflect their glory will, in like manner, continue to exist for 
evermore, for the Grace of God can never cease from flowing. This is a truth that none can disprove. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 73 

The Celestial Youth hath, in this Day, raised above the heads of men the glorious Chalice of Immortality, 
and is standing expectant upon His seat, wondering what eye will recognize His glory, and what arm will, 
unhesitatingly, be stretched forth to seize the Cup from His snow-white Hand and drain it. Only a few 
have as yet quaffed from this peerless, this soft-flowing grace of the Ancient King. These occupy the 
loftiest mansions of Paradise, and are firmly established upon the seats of authority. By the righteousness 
of God! Neither the mirrors of His glory, nor the revealers of His names, nor any created thing, that hath 
been or will ever be, can ever excel them, if ye be of them that comprehend this truth. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 107 

Regard thou the one true God as One Who is apart from, and immeasurably exalted above, all created 
things. The whole universe reflecteth His glory, while He is Himself independent of, and transcendeth His 
creatures. This is the true meaning of Divine unity. He Who is the Eternal Truth is the one Power Who 
exerciseth undisputed sovereignty over the world of being, Whose image is reflected in the mirror of the 
entire creation. All existence is dependent upon Him, and from Him is derived the source of the 
sustenance of all things. This is what is meant by Divine unity; this is its fundamental principle. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 166 

Say: Observe equity in your judgment, ye men of understanding heart! He that is unjust in his judgment is 
destitute of the characteristics that distinguish man's station. He Who is the Eternal Truth knoweth well 
what the breasts of men conceal. His long forbearance hath emboldened His creatures, for not until the 
appointed time is come will He rend any veil asunder. His surpassing mercy hath restrained the fury of 
His wrath, and caused most people to imagine that the one true God is unaware of the things they have 
privily committed. By Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed! The mirror of His knowledge 
reflecteth, with complete distinctness, precision and fidelity, the doings of all men. Say: Praise be to Thee, 
O Concealer of the sins of the weak and helpless! Magnified be Thy name, O Thou that forgivest the 
heedless ones that trespass against Thee! 

We have forbidden men to walk after the imaginations of their hearts, that they may be enabled to 
recognize Him Who is the sovereign Source and Object of all knowledge, and may acknowledge 
whatsoever He may be pleased to reveal. Witness how they have entangled themselves with their idle 



fancies and vain imaginations. By My life! They are themselves the victims of what their own hearts have 
devised, and yet they perceive it not. Vain and profitless is the talk of their lips, and yet they understand 
not. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 204 

From the exalted source, and out of the essence of His favor and bounty He hath entrusted every created 
thing with a sign of His knowledge, so that none of His creatures may be deprived of its share in 
expressing, each according to its capacity and rank, this knowledge. This sign is the mirror of His beauty 
in the world of creation. The greater the effort exerted for the refinement of this sublime and noble mirror, 
the more faithfully will it be made to reflect the glory of the names and attributes of God, and reveal the 
wonders of His signs and knowledge. Every created thing will be enabled so great is this reflecting power 
to reveal the potentialities of its pre-ordained station, will recognize its capacity and limitations, and will 
testify to the truth that "He, verily, is God; there is none other God besides Him."... 

There can be no doubt whatever that, in consequence of the efforts which every man may consciously 
exert and as a result of the exertion of his own spiritual faculties, this mirror can be so cleansed from the 
dross of earthly defilements and purged from satanic fancies as to be able to draw nigh unto the meads of 
eternal holiness and attain the courts of everlasting fellowship. In pursuance, however, of the principle 
that for every thing a time hath been fixed, and for every fruit a season hath been ordained, the latent 
energies of such a bounty can best be released, and the vernal glory of such a gift can only be 
manifested, in the Days of God. Invested though each day may be with its pre-ordained share of God's 
wondrous grace, the Days immediately associated with the Manifestation of God possess a unique 
distinction and occupy a station which no mind can ever comprehend. Such is the virtue infused into them 
that if the hearts of all that dwell in the heavens and the earth were, in those days of everlasting delight, to 
be brought face to face with that Day Star of unfading glory and attuned to His Will, each would find itself 
exalted above all earthly things, radiant with His light, and sanctified through His grace. All hail to this 
grace which no blessing, however great, can excel, and all honor to such a loving-kindness the like of 
which the eye of creation hath not seen! Exalted is He above that which they attribute unto Him or recount 
about Him! 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 262 

The Day Star of Truth that shineth in its meridian splendor beareth Us witness! They who are the people 
of God have no ambition except to revive the world, to ennoble its life, and regenerate its peoples. 
Truthfulness and good-will have, at all times, marked their relations with all men. Their outward conduct is 
but a reflection of their inward life, and their inward life a mirror of their outward conduct. No veil hideth or 
obscureth the verities on which their Faith is established. Before the eyes of all men these verities have 
been laid bare, and can be unmistakably recognized. Their very acts attest the truth of these words. 

Every discerning eye can, in this Day, perceive the dawning light of God's Revelation, and every attentive 
ear can recognize the Voice that was heard from the Burning Bush. Such is the rushing of the waters of 
Divine mercy, that He Who is the Day Spring of the signs of God and the Revealer of the evidences of His 
glory is without veil or concealment associating and conversing with the peoples of the earth and its 
kindreds. How numerous are those who, with hearts intent upon malice, have sought Our Presence, and 
departed from it loyal and loving friends! The portals of grace are wide open before the face of all men. In 
Our outward dealings with them We have treated alike the righteous and the sinner, that perchance the 
evil-doer may attain the limitless ocean of Divine forgiveness. Our name "the Concealer" hath shed such 
a light upon men that the froward hath imagined himself to be numbered with the pious. No man that 
seeketh Us will We ever disappoint, neither shall he that hath set his face towards Us be denied access 
unto Our court.... 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 270 



Say: Let truthfulness and courtesy be your adorning. Suffer not yourselves to be deprived of the robe of 
forbearance and justice, that the sweet savors of holiness may be wafted from your hearts upon all 
created things. Say: Beware, O people of Baha, lest ye walk in the ways of them whose words differ from 
their deeds. Strive that ye may be enabled to manifest to the peoples of the earth the signs of God, and to 
mirror forth His commandments. Let your acts be a guide unto all mankind, for the professions of most 
men, be they high or low, differ from their conduct. It is through your deeds that ye can distinguish 
yourselves from others. Through them the brightness of your light can be shed upon the whole earth. 
Happy is the man that heedeth My counsel, and keepeth the precepts prescribed by Him Who is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 305 

Since Thou hast, O my God, established Thyself upon the throne of Thy transcendent unity, and 
ascended the mercy seat of Thy oneness, it befitteth Thee to blot out from the hearts of all beings 
whatsoever may keep them back from gaining admittance into the sanctuary of Thy Divine mysteries, and 
may shut them out from the tabernacle of Thy Divinity, that all hearts may mirror Thy beauty, and may 
reveal Thee, and speak of Thee, and that all created things may show forth the tokens of Thy most 
august sovereignty, and shed the splendors of the light of Thy most holy governance, and that all who are 
in heaven and on earth may laud and magnify Thy unity, and give Thee glory, for having manifested Thy 
Self unto them through Him Who is the Revealer of Thy oneness. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations by Bahá’u'lláh, p. 323 

"Know of a certainty that in every Dispensation the light of Divine Revelation hath been vouchsafed to 
men in direct proportion to their spiritual capacity. Consider the sun. How feeble its rays the moment it 
appeareth above the horizon. How gradually its warmth and potency increase as it approacheth its zenith, 
enabling meanwhile all created things to adapt themselves to the growing intensity of its light. How 
steadily it declineth until it reacheth its setting point. Were it all of a sudden to manifest the energies latent 
within it, it would no doubt cause injury to all created things.... In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were 
suddenly to reveal, at the earliest stages of its manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the 
providence of the Almighty hath bestowed upon it, the earth of human understanding would waste away 
and be consumed; for men's hearts would neither sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to 
mirror forth the radiance of its light. Dismayed and overpowered, they would cease to exist." 

Bahá’u'lláh, Synopsis and Codification of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, p. 5 

This is a Tablet wherein the Pen of the Unseen hath inscribed the knowledge of all that hath been and 
shall be -- a knowledge that none other but My wondrous Tongue can interpret. Indeed My heart as it is in 
itself hath been purged by God from the concepts of the learned and is sanctified from the utterances of 
the wise. In truth naught doth it mirror forth but the revelations of God. Unto this beareth witness the 
Tongue of Grandeur in this perspicuous Book. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 149 

O friend of mine! The Word of God is the king of words and its pervasive influence is incalculable. It hath 
ever dominated and will continue to dominate the realm of being. The Great Being saith: The Word is the 
master key for the whole world, inasmuch as through its potency the doors of the hearts of men, which in 
reality are the doors of heaven, are unlocked. No sooner had but a glimmer of its effulgent splendour 
shone forth upon the mirror of love than the blessed word 'I am the Best-Beloved' was reflected therein. It 
is an ocean inexhaustible in riches, comprehending all things. Every thing which can be perceived is but 
an emanation therefrom. High, immeasurably high is this sublime station, in whose shadow moveth the 
essence of loftiness and splendour, wrapt in praise and adoration. 



Methinks people's sense of taste hath, alas, been sorely affected by the fever of negligence and folly, for 
they are found to be wholly unconscious and deprived of the sweetness of His utterance. How regrettable 
indeed that man should debar himself from the fruits of the tree of wisdom while his days and hours pass 
swiftly away. Please God, the hand of divine power may safeguard all mankind and direct their steps 
towards the horizon of true understanding. 

Verily our Lord of Mercy is the Helper, the Knowing, the Wise. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 173 

Every word of thy poetry is indeed like unto a mirror in which the evidences of the devotion and love thou 
cherishest for God and His chosen ones are reflected. Well is it with thee who hast quaffed the choice 
wine of utterance and partaken of the soft flowing stream of true knowledge. Happy is he who hath drunk 
his fill and attained unto Him and woe betide the heedless. Its perusal hath truly proved highly impressive, 
for it was indicative of both the light of reunion and the fire of separation. 

Far be it from us to despair at any time of the incalculable favours of God, for if it were His wish He could 
cause a mere atom to be transformed into a sun and a single drop into an ocean. He unlocketh 
thousands of doors, while man is incapable of conceiving even a single one. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 175 

Say: Fear ye God and commit not such deeds as would cause My loved ones on earth to lament. Thus 
biddeth you this Pen which hath set the Pen of Glory in motion within the arena of wisdom and true 
understanding. 

Convey My greetings unto those whose faces mirror forth the radiance of Baha, then mention to them 
this utterance which cheereth the eyes of the righteous. The glory of God rest upon thee and upon such 
as have firmly clung to the Cord of God, the Revealer of verses.... 

Restrain thou the inhabitants of those regions from provocative acts, from strife, dissension or aught else 
that would create trouble. That which is praiseworthy in these days is the promotion of the Cause. For 
instance if those people who pursue certain aims were to dedicate themselves to the teaching of the 
Cause, all the dwellers of those regions would, ere long, be invested with the mantle of faith. 

Bahá’u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 198 

O SON OF MAN! 

Rejoice in the gladness of thine heart, that thou mayest be worthy to meet Me and to mirror forth My 
beauty. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Arabic Hidden Words 

Were this "oppression" which literally meaneth pressure to be interpreted that the earth is to become 
contracted, or were men's idle fancy to conceive similar calamities to befall mankind, it is clear and 
manifest that no such happenings can ever come to pass. They will assuredly protest that this pre-
requisite of divine revelation hath not been made manifest. Such hath been and still is their contention. 
Whereas, by "oppression" is meant the want of capacity to acquire spiritual knowledge and apprehend the 
Word of God. By it is meant that when the Day-star of Truth hath set, and the mirrors that reflect His light 
have departed, mankind will become afflicted with "oppression" and hardship, knowing not whither to turn 
for guidance. Thus We instruct thee in the interpretation of the traditions, and reveal unto thee the 



mysteries of divine wisdom, that haply thou mayest comprehend the meaning thereof, and be of them that 
have quaffed the cup of divine knowledge and understanding. 

And now, concerning His words -- "The sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven." By the terms "sun" and "moon," mentioned in the writings of the Prophets of 
God, is not meant solely the sun and moon of the visible universe. Nay rather, manifold are the meanings 
they have intended for these terms. In every instance they have attached to them a particular 
significance. Thus, by the "sun" in one sense is meant those Suns of Truth Who rise from the dayspring of 
ancient glory, and fill the world with a liberal effusion of grace from on high. These Suns of Truth are the 
universal Manifestations of God in the worlds of His attributes and names. Even as the visible sun that 
assisteth, as decreed by God, the true One, the Adored, in the development of all earthly things, such as 
the trees, the fruits, and colours thereof, the minerals of the earth, and all that may be witnessed in the 
world of creation, so do the divine Luminaries, by their loving care and educative influence, cause the 
trees of divine unity, the fruits of His oneness, the leaves of detachment, the blossoms of knowledge and 
certitude, and the myrtles of wisdom and utterance, to exist and be made manifest. Thus it is that through 
the rise of these Luminaries of God the world is made new, the waters of everlasting life stream forth, the 
billows of loving-kindness surge, the clouds of grace are gathered, and the breeze of bounty bloweth 
upon all created things. It is the warmth that these Luminaries of God generate, and the undying fires they 
kindle, which cause the light of the love of God to burn fiercely in the heart of humanity. It is through the 
abundant grace of these Symbols of Detachment that the Spirit of life everlasting is breathed into the 
bodies of the dead. Assuredly the visible sun is but a sign of the splendour of that Day-star of Truth, that 
Sun Which can never have a peer, a likeness, or rival. Through Him all things live, move, and have their 
being. Through His grace they are made manifest, and unto Him they all return. From Him all things have 
sprung, and unto the treasuries of His revelation they all have repaired. From Him all created things did 
proceed, and to the depositories of His law they did revert. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 32 

From all that We have stated it hath become clear and manifest that before the revelation of each of the 
Mirrors reflecting the divine Essence, the signs heralding their advent must needs be revealed in the 
visible heaven as well as in the invisible, wherein is the seat of the sun of knowledge, of the moon of 
wisdom, and of the stars of understanding and utterance. The sign of the invisible heaven must needs be 
revealed in the person of that perfect man who, before each Manifestation appeareth, educateth, and 
prepareth the souls of men for the advent of the divine Luminary, the Light of the unity of God amongst 
men. 

And now, with reference to His words: "And then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." These words signify that in 
those days men will lament the loss of the Sun of the divine beauty, of the Moon of knowledge, and of the 
Stars of divine wisdom. Thereupon, they will behold the countenance of the promised One, the adored 
Beauty, descending from heaven and riding upon the clouds. By this is meant that the divine Beauty will 
be made manifest from the heaven of the will of God, and will appear in the form of the human temple. 
The term "heaven" denoteth loftiness and exaltation, inasmuch as it is the seat of the revelation of those 
Manifestations of Holiness, the Day-springs of ancient glory. These ancient Beings, though delivered from 
the womb of their mother, have in reality descended from the heaven of the will of God. Though they be 
dwelling on this earth, yet their true habitations are the retreats of glory in the realms above. Whilst 
walking amongst mortals, they soar in the heaven of the divine presence. Without feet they tread the path 
of the spirit, and without wings they rise unto the exalted heights of divine unity. With every fleeting breath 
they cover the immensity of space, and at every moment traverse the kingdoms of the visible and the 
invisible. Upon their thrones is written: "Nothing whatsoever keepeth Him from being occupied with any 
other thing;" and on their seats is inscribed: "Verily, His ways differ every day."[1] They are sent forth 
through the transcendent power of the Ancient of Days, and are raised up by the exalted will of God, the 
most mighty King. This is what is meant by the words: "coming in the clouds of heaven." [1 Qur'án 55:29.] 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 65 



THE significance and essential purpose underlying these words is to reveal and demonstrate unto the 
pure in heart and the sanctified in spirit that they Who are the Luminaries of truth and the Mirrors 
reflecting the light of divine Unity, in whatever age and cycle they are sent down from their invisible 
habitations of ancient glory unto this world, to educate the souls of men and endue with grace all created 
things, are invariably endowed with an all-compelling power, and invested with invincible sovereignty. For 
these hidden Gems, these concealed and invisible Treasures, in themselves manifest and vindicate the 
reality of these holy words: "Verily God doeth whatsoever He willeth, and ordaineth whatsoever He 
pleaseth." 

To every discerning and illumined heart it is evident that God, the unknowable Essence, the divine Being, 
is immensely exalted beyond every human attribute, such as corporeal existence, ascent and descent, 
egress and regress. Far be it from His glory that human tongue should adequately recount His praise, or 
that human heart comprehend His fathomless mystery. He is and hath ever been veiled in the ancient 
eternity of His Essence, and will remain in His Reality everlastingly hidden from the sight of men. "No 
vision taketh in Him, but He taketh in all vision; He is the Subtile, the All-Perceiving."[1] No tie of direct 
intercourse can possibly bind Him to His creatures. He standeth exalted beyond and above all separation 
and union, all proximity and remoteness. No sign can indicate His presence or His absence; inasmuch as 
by a word of His command all that are in heaven and on earth have come to exist, and by His wish, which 
is the Primal Will itself, all have stepped out of utter nothingness into the realm of being, the world of the 
visible. [1 Qur'án 6:103.] 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 97 

The door of the knowledge of the Ancient of Days being thus closed in the face of all beings, the Source 
of infinite grace, according to His saying: "His grace hath transcended all things; My grace hath 
encompassed them all" hath caused those luminous Gems of Holiness to appear out of the realm of the 
spirit, in the noble form of the human temple, and be made manifest unto all men, that they may impart 
unto the world the mysteries of the unchangeable Being, and tell of the subtleties of His imperishable 
Essence. These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of ancient glory are one and all the Exponents on 
earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose. From Him proceed 
their knowledge and power; from Him is derived their sovereignty. The beauty of their countenance is but 
a reflection of His image, and their revelation a sign of His deathless glory. They are the Treasuries of 
divine knowledge, and the Repositories of celestial wisdom. Through them is transmitted a grace that is 
infinite, and by them is revealed the light that can never fade. Even as He hath said: "There is no 
distinction whatsoever between Thee and them; except that they are Thy servants, and are created of 
Thee." This is the significance of the tradition: "I am He, Himself, and He is I, myself." 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 99 

From that which hath been said it becometh evident that all things, in their inmost reality, testify to the 
revelation of the names and attributes of God within them. Each according to its capacity, indicateth, and 
is expressive of, the knowledge of God. So potent and universal is this revelation, that it hath 
encompassed all things, visible and invisible. Thus hath He revealed: "Hath aught else save Thee a 
power of revelation which is not possessed by Thee, that it could have manifested Thee? Blind is the eye 
which doth not perceive Thee." Likewise, hath the eternal King spoken: "No thing have I perceived, 
except that I perceived God within it, God before it, or God after it." Also in the tradition of Kumayl it is 
written: "Behold, a light hath shone forth out of the Morn of eternity, and lo! its waves have penetrated the 
inmost reality of all men." Man, the noblest and most perfect of all created things, excelleth them all in the 
intensity of this revelation, and is a fuller expression of its glory. And of all men, the most accomplished, 
the most distinguished and the most excellent are the Manifestations of the Sun of Truth. Nay, all else 
besides these Manifestations, live by the operation of their Will, and move and have their being through 
the outpourings of their grace. "But for Thee, I would have not created the heavens." Nay, all in their holy 
presence fade into utter nothingness, and are a thing forgotten. Human tongue can never befittingly sing 
their praise, and human speech can never unfold their mystery. These Tabernacles of holiness, these 
primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, are but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of 



the Invisibles. By the revelation of these gems of divine virtue all the names and attributes of God, such 
as knowledge and power, sovereignty and dominion, mercy and wisdom, glory, bounty and grace, are 
made manifest. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 102 

The truth of this We have already established, inasmuch as We have demonstrated that all things are the 
recipients and revealers of the splendours of that ideal King, and that the signs of the revelation of that 
Sun, the Source of all splendour, exist and are manifest in the mirrors of beings. Nay, were man to gaze 
with the eye of divine and spiritual discernment, he will readily recognize that nothing whatsoever can 
exist without the revelation of the splendour of God, the ideal King. Consider how all created things 
eloquently testify to the revelation of that inner Light within them. Behold how within all things the portals 
of the Ridvan of God are opened, that seekers may attain the cities of understanding and wisdom, and 
enter the gardens of knowledge and power. Within every garden they will behold the mystic bride of inner 
meaning enshrined within the chambers of utterance in the utmost grace and fullest adornment. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 139 

And were they to say that by "divine Presence" is meant the "Secondary Revelation of God," interpreted 
as the "Holy Outpouring," this is admittedly applicable to the world of creation, that is, in the realm of the 
primal and original manifestation of God. Such revelation is confined to His Prophets and chosen Ones, 
inasmuch as none mightier than they hath come to exist in the world of being. This truth all recognize, 
and bear witness thereto. These Prophets and chosen Ones of God are the recipients and revealers of all 
the unchangeable attributes and names of God. They are the mirrors that truly and faithfully reflect the 
light of God. Whatsoever is applicable to them is in reality applicable to God, Himself, Who is both the 
Visible and the Invisible. The knowledge of Him, Who is the Origin of all things, and attainment unto Him, 
are impossible save through knowledge of, and attainment unto, these luminous Beings who proceed 
from the Sun of Truth. By attaining, therefore, to the presence of these holy Luminaries, the "Presence of 
God" Himself is attained. From their knowledge, the knowledge of God is revealed, and from the light of 
their countenance, the splendour of the Face of God is made manifest. Through the manifold attributes of 
these Essences of Detachment, Who are both the first and the last, the seen and the hidden, it is made 
evident that He Who is the Sun of Truth is "the First and the Last, the Seen, and the Hidden."[1] Likewise 
the other lofty names and exalted attributes of God. Therefore, whosoever, and in whatever Dispensation, 
hath recognized and attained unto the presence of these glorious, these resplendent and most excellent 
Luminaries, hath verily attained unto the "Presence of God" Himself, and entered the city of eternal and 
immortal life. Attainment unto such presence is possible only in the Day of Resurrection, which is the Day 
of the rise of God Himself through His all-embracing Revelation. [1 Qur'án 57:3.] 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 141 

By the righteousness of God! Whoso desireth to fathom the mystery of this "Mi'raj," and craveth a drop 
from this ocean, if the mirror of his heart be already obscured by the dust of these learnings, he must 
needs cleanse and purify it ere the light of this mystery can be reflected therein. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 187 

O YE SEEMING FAIR YET INWARDLY FOUL! 

Ye are like clear but bitter water, which to outward seeming is crystal pure but of which, when tested by 
the divine Assayer, not a drop is accepted. Yea, the sun beam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, 
yet differ they in reflection even as doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference! 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Persian Hidden Words 



By My life, O friend, wert thou to taste of these fruits, from the green garden of these blossoms which 
grow in the lands of knowledge, beside the orient lights of the Essence in the mirrors of names and 
attributes -- yearning would seize the reins of patience and reserve from out thy hand, and make thy soul 
to shake with the flashing light, and draw thee from the earthly homeland to the first, heavenly abode in 
the Center of Realities, and lift thee to a plane wherein thou wouldst soar in the air even as thou walkest 
upon the earth, and move over the water as thou runnest on the land. Wherefore, may it rejoice Me, and 
thee, and whosoever mounteth into the heaven of knowledge, and whose heart is refreshed by this, that 
the wind of certitude hath blown over the garden of his being, from the Sheba of the All-Merciful. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Seven Valleys, p. 3 

It is clear to thine Eminence that all the variations which the wayfarer in the stages of his journey 
beholdeth in the realms of being, proceed from his own vision. We shall give an example of this, that its 
meaning may become fully clear: Consider the visible sun; although it shineth with one radiance upon all 
things, and at the behest of the King of Manifestation bestoweth light on all creation, yet in each place it 
becometh manifest and sheddeth its bounty according to the potentialities of that place. For instance, in a 
mirror it reflecteth its own disk and shape, and this is due to the sensitivity of the mirror; in a crystal it 
maketh fire to appear, and in other things it showeth only the effect of its shining, but not its full disk. And 
yet, through that effect, by the command of the Creator, it traineth each thing according to the quality of 
that thing, as thou observest. 

In like manner, colors become visible in every object according to the nature of that object. For instance, 
in a yellow globe, the rays shine yellow; in a white the rays are white; and in a red, the red rays are 
manifest. Then these variations are from the object, not from the shining light. And if a place be shut away 
from the light, as by walls or a roof, it will be entirely bereft of the splendor of the light, nor will the sun 
shine thereon. 

Thus it is that certain invalid souls have confined the lands of knowledge within the wall of self and 
passion, and clouded them with ignorance and blindness, and have been veiled from the light of the 
mystic sun and the mysteries of the Eternal Beloved; they have strayed afar from the jewelled wisdom of 
the lucid Faith of the Lord of Messengers, have been shut out of the sanctuary of the All-Beauteous One, 
and banished from the Ka'bih [1] of splendor. Such is the worth of the people of this age! 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Seven Valleys, p. 18 

O My Brother! A pure heart is as a mirror; cleanse it with the burnish of love and severance from all save 
God, that the true sun may shine within it and the eternal morning dawn. Then wilt thou clearly see the 
meaning of "Neither doth My earth nor My heaven contain Me, but the heart of My faithful servant 
containeth Me." And thou wilt take up thy life in thine hand, and with infinite longing cast it before the new 
Beloved One. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Seven Valleys, p. 21 

Yea, these mentionings that have been made of the grades of knowledge relate to the knowledge of the 
Manifestations of that Sun of Reality, which casteth Its light upon the Mirrors. And the splendor of that 
light is in the hearts, yet it is hidden under the veilings of sense and the conditions of this earth, even as a 
candle within a lantern of iron, and only when the lantern is removed doth the light of the candle shine 
out. 

In like manner, when thou strippest the wrappings of illusion from off thine heart, the lights of oneness will 
be made manifest. 

Then it is clear that even for the rays there is neither entrance nor exit -- how much less for that Essence 
of Being and that longed-for Mystery. O My Brother, journey upon these planes in the spirit of search, not 



in blind imitation. A true wayfarer will not be kept back by the bludgeon of words nor debarred by the 
warning of allusions. 

How shall a curtain part the lover and the loved one? 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Seven Valleys, p. 23 

"This is the Surih of the Temple which God hath ordained to be the Mirror of His Names between the 
heavens and the earth, and the Sign of His Remembrance amidst the peoples of the world." 

He is the Most Wondrous, the All-Glorious! 

Glorified is He Who hath revealed His verses to those who understand. Glorified is He Who sendeth 
down His verses to those who perceive. Glorified is He Who guideth whomsoever He pleaseth unto His 
path. Say: I, verily, am the Path of God unto all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth; well 
is it with them that hasten thereunto! 

Glorified is He Who sendeth down His verses to those who comprehend. Glorified is He Who speaketh 
forth from the Kingdom of His Revelation, and Who remaineth unknown to all save His honoured 
servants. Glorified is He Who quickeneth whomsoever He willeth by virtue of His word "Be", and it is! 
Glorified is He Who causeth whomsoever He willeth to ascend unto the heaven of grace, and sendeth 
down therefrom whatsoever He desireth according to a prescribed measure. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 1 

O Temple of Holiness! We, verily, have cleansed Thy breast from the whisperings of the people and 
sanctified it from earthly allusions, that the light of My beauty may appear therein and be reflected in the 
mirrors of all the worlds. Thus have We singled Thee out above all that hath been created in the heavens 
and the earth, and above all that hath been decreed in the realms of revelation and creation, and chosen 
Thee for Our own Self. This is but an evidence of the bounty which God hath vouchsafed unto Thee, a 
bounty which shall last until the Day that hath no end in this contingent world. It shall endure so long as 
God, the Supreme King, the Help in Peril, the Mighty, the Wise, shall endure. For the Day of God is none 
other but His own Self, Who hath appeared with the power of truth. This is the Day that shall not be 
followed by night, nor shall it be bounded by any praise, would that ye might understand! 

O Breast of this Temple! We, verily, have caused all things to mirror forth thy reality, and made thee as a 
mirror of Our own Self. Shed, then, upon the breasts of all created beings the splendours of the light of 
thy Lord, that they may be freed from all allusions and limitations. Thus hath the Daystar of wisdom shone 
forth above the horizon of the Pen of the Eternal King. Blessed are those who perceive it! Through thee 
have We created other sanctified breasts, and unto thee shall We cause them to return, as a token of Our 
grace unto thee and unto Our favoured servants. Erelong shall We bring into being through thee men with 
sanctified and illumined breasts, who will testify to naught save My beauty and show forth naught but the 
resplendent light of My countenance. These shall in truth be the mirrors of My Names amidst all created 
things. 

O Temple of Holiness! We, verily, have made Thine inmost heart the treasury of all the knowledge of past 
and future ages, and the dawning-place of Our own knowledge which We have ordained for the dwellers 
of earth and heaven, that all creation may partake of the outpourings of Thy grace and may attain, 
through the wonders of Thy knowledge, unto the recognition of God, the Exalted, the Powerful, the Great. 
In truth, that knowledge which belongeth unto Mine own Essence is such as none hath ever attained or 
will ever grasp, nor shall any heart be capable of bearing its weight. Were We to disclose but a single 
word of this knowledge, the hearts of all men would be filled with consternation, the foundations of all 
things would crumble into ruin, and the feet of even the wisest among men would be made to slip. 



Bahá’u'lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 30 

Say: Should We choose, at one time, to shed the radiance of Our loving providence upon the mirrors of 
all things, and, at another, to withhold from them the splendours of Our light, this verily lieth within Our 
power, and none hath the right to ask "why" or "wherefore". For We are potent indeed to achieve Our 
purpose, and render no account for that which We bring to pass; and none can dispute this save those 
who join partners with God and doubt His Truth. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 32 

O Living Temple! We, verily, have made Thee a mirror unto the kingdom of names, that Thou mayest be, 
amidst all mankind, a sign of My sovereignty, a herald unto My presence, a summoner unto My beauty, 
and a guide unto My straight and perspicuous Path. We have exalted Thy Name among Our servants as 
a bounty from Our presence. I, verily, am the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. We have, moreover, 
adorned Thee with the ornament of Our own Self, and have imparted unto Thee Our Word, that Thou 
mayest ordain in this contingent world whatsoever Thou willest and accomplish whatsoever Thou 
pleasest. We have destined for Thee all the good of the heavens and of the earth, and decreed that none 
may attain unto a portion thereof unless he entereth beneath Thy shadow, as bidden by Thy Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. We have conferred upon Thee the Staff of authority and the Writ of judgement, 
that Thou mayest test the wisdom of every command. We have caused the oceans of inner meaning and 
explanation to surge from Thy heart in remembrance of Thy Lord, the God of mercy, that Thou mayest 
render thanks and praise unto Him and be of those who are truly thankful. We have singled Thee out from 
amongst all Our creatures, and have appointed Thee as the Manifestation of Our own Self unto all who 
are in the heavens and on the earth. 

Bring then into being, by Our leave, resplendent mirrors and exalted letters that shall testify to Thy 
sovereignty and dominion, bear witness to Thy might and glory, and be the manifestations of Thy Names 
amidst mankind. We have caused Thee again to be the Origin and the Creator of all mirrors, even as We 
brought them forth from Thee aforetime. And We shall cause Thee to return unto Mine own Self, even as 
We called Thee forth in the beginning. Thy Lord, verily, is the Unconstrained, the All-Powerful, the All-
Compelling. Warn, then, these mirrors, once they have been made manifest, lest they swell with pride 
before their Creator and Fashioner when He appeareth amongst them, or let the trappings of leadership 
delude and debar them from bowing in submission before God, the Almighty, the All-Beauteous. 

Say: O concourse of mirrors! Ye are but a creation of My will and have come to exist by virtue of My 
command. Beware lest ye deny the verses of My Lord, and be of them who have wrought injustice and 
are numbered with the lost. Beware lest ye cling unto that which ye possess, or take pride in your fame 
and renown. That which behoveth you is to wholly detach yourselves from all that is in the heavens and 
on the earth. Thus hath it been ordained by Him Who is the All-Powerful, the Almighty. 

O Temple of My Cause! Say: Should I wish to transform, in a single moment, all things into mirrors of My 
Names, this undoubtedly is in My power, how much more in the power of My Lord, Who hath called Me 
into being through His all-compelling and inscrutable command. And should I choose to revolutionize the 
entire creation in the twinkling of an eye, this assuredly is possible unto Me, how much more unto that 
sovereign Purpose enshrined in the Will of God, My Lord and the Lord of all the worlds. 

Bahá’u'lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 43 

The world will pass away, and so will all the things whereat your hearts rejoice, or wherein ye pride 
yourselves before men. Cleanse the mirrors of your hearts from the dross of the world and all that is 
therein, that they may reflect the resplendent light of God. This, indeed, shall enable you to dispense with 
all save God, and to attain unto the good pleasure of your Lord, the Most Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the 
All-Wise. We, verily, have unfolded before your eyes that which shall profit you both in this world and in 
the realm of faith, and which will lead you to the path of salvation. Would that ye might turn thereunto! 



Bahá’u'lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 210 

Dearly-beloved friends: Though the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh has been delivered, the World Order which 
such a Revelation must needs beget is as yet unborn. Though the Heroic Age of His Faith is passed, the 
creative energies which that Age has released have not as yet crystallized into that world society which, 
in the fullness of time, is to mirror forth the brightness of His glory. Though the framework of His 
Administrative Order has been erected, and the Formative Period of the Bahá'í Era has begun, yet the 
promised Kingdom into which the seed of His institutions must ripen remains as yet uninaugurated. 
Though His Voice has been raised, and the ensigns of His Faith have been lifted up in no less than forty 
countries of both the East and the West, yet the wholeness of the human race is as yet unrecognized, its 
unity unproclaimed, and the standard of its Most Great Peace unhoisted. 

"The heights," Bahá'u'lláh Himself testifies, "which, through the most gracious favor of God, mortal man 
can attain in this Day are as yet unrevealed to his sight. The world of being hath never had, nor doth it yet 
possess, the capacity for such a revelation. The day, however, is approaching when the potentialities of 
so great a favor will, by virtue of His behest, be manifested unto men." 

For the revelation of so great a favor a period of intense turmoil and wide-spread suffering would seem to 
be indispensable. Resplendent as has been the Age that has witnessed the inception of the Mission with 
which Bahá'u'lláh has been entrusted, the interval which must elapse ere that Age yields its choicest fruit 
must, it is becoming increasingly apparent, be overshadowed by such moral and social gloom as can 
alone prepare an unrepentant humanity for the prize she is destined to inherit. 

Into such a period we are now steadily and irresistibly moving. 

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 168 

What more fitting conclusion to this theme than these words of Bahá'u'lláh, written in anticipation of the 
golden age of His Faith -- the age in which the face of the earth, from pole to pole, will mirror the 
ineffable splendors of the Abha Paradise? "This is the Day whereon naught can be seen except the 
splendors of the Light that shineth from the face of thy Lord, the Gracious, the Most Bountiful. Verily, We 
have caused every soul to expire by virtue of Our irresistible and all-subduing sovereignty. We have then 
called into being a new creation, as a token of Our grace unto men. I am, verily, the All-Bountiful, the 
Ancient of Days. This is the Day whereon the unseen world crieth out: 'Great is thy blessedness, O earth, 
for thou hast been made the foot-stool of thy God, and been chosen as the seat of His mighty throne!' 
The realm of glory exclaimeth: 'Would that my life could be sacrificed for thee, for He Who is the Beloved 
of the All-Merciful hath established His sovereignty upon thee, through the power of His name that hath 
been promised unto all things, whether of the past or of the future.'" 

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 205 

This book is an attempt to provide some basic material, however limited in scope, for the study of the 
Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh -- the unique and priceless heritage He has bestowed upon His followers. The 
enormous potentialities latent within so mighty an institution, unprecedented in past Dispensations, will 
need to be manifested in the course of time stretching far into the future, unfolding thereby the glory and 
the perfection of Bahá'u'lláh's new world order destined to usher in the Golden Age of His Faith on this 
planet. 

This peerless Covenant revolves around its Centre, 'Abdu'l-Bahá, extolled by Shoghi Effendi as 
Bahá'u'lláh's 'most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His light, the perfect Exemplar of His 
teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His word, the embodiment of every Bahá'í ideal, the incarnation of 
every Bahá'í virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient Root, the Limb of the Law of God, 
the Being round whom all names revolve, the Mainspring of the Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the 
Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this Most Holy Dispensation'. 



Adib Taherzadeh, The Covenant of Bahá’u'lláh, p. x 

The association of the soul and the body is similar to the association of light and the mirror. The light is 
not inside the mirror, but reflected on it from a different source. When the mirror breaks, the light 
remains unaffected. 

When the soul becomes associated with the body, a human being with a unique identity is created. This 
creation has a beginning at the time of conception, but has no end. 'Abdu'l-Bahá states: 'The spirit of man 
has a beginning, but it has no end; it continues eternally.' [P-8] The soul is thus immortal and will progress 
in the spiritual worlds of God for all eternity. Such a concept of everlasting life is truly a most uplifting 
vision for the human race. This thought of immortality can evoke in the heart of every believer the feelings 
of utmost joy and gratitude for having been endowed with eternal life by Almighty God. Another feature of 
this bounty is that God has bestowed an everlasting privilege upon the parents who become aware of, 
and rejoice in, being instrumental in bringing into this world children whose souls are destined to progress 
in the worlds of God throughout eternity. 

To understand any spiritual reality, one needs to read the Holy Writings and meditate upon them. Another 
source from which the individual may learn is nature itself, through an examination of the principles of 
nature, provided he can relate his findings to the truths enshrined in the Holy Writings. The combination of 
the two can enable him to grasp a measure of the reality of any spiritual subject, including the human 
soul. A word of warning is needed, however, in that whereas the Holy Writings are self-sufficient sources 
for the understanding of spiritual truth, the study of the laws of nature will have to be harmonized with the 
Writings. Otherwise, by merely employing some principles of nature in one's study of spiritual life, the 
result could be misleading indeed. 

Adib Taherzadeh, The Covenant of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 7 

"I swear by the most sacred Essence of God that but one line of the Words uttered by Him is more 
sublime than the words uttered by all that dwell on earth. Nay, I beg forgiveness for making this 
comparison. How could the reflections of the sun in the mirror compare with the wondrous rays of the 
sun in the visible heaven?" [1-46] 

Adib Taherzadeh, The Covenant of Bahá’u'lláh, p. 45 

'O outwardly fair and inwardly faulty! Thy likeness is like unto clear bitter water, wherein outwardly the 
utmost sweetness and purity is beheld, but when it falleth into the assaying hands of the taste of the 
[Divine] Unity He doth not accept a single drop thereof. The radiance of the sun is on the earth and on the 
mirror alike; but regard the difference as from the guard-stars to the earth; nay, between them is a 
limitless distance.' 

"'So likewise He saith: 

"'O child of the world! Many a morning hath the effulgence of My grace come unto thy place from the day-
spring of the placeless, found thee on the couch of ease busied with other things, and returned like the 
lightning of the spirit to the bright abode of glory. And I, desiring not thy shame, declared it not in the 
retreats of nearness to the hosts of holiness.' 

"So likewise He saith: 

"'O pretender to My friendship! In the morning the breeze of My grace passed by thee, and found thee 
sleeping on the bed of heedlessness, and wept over thy condition, and turned back.' 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, A Traveller's Narrative, p. 68 



Lastly the perfect man, the Prophet, is one who is transfigured, one who has the purity and clearness of a 
perfect mirror -- one who reflects the Sun of Truth. Of such a one -- of such a Prophet and Messenger -- 
we can say that the Light of Divinity with the heavenly Perfections dwells in him. 

If we claim that the sun is seen in the mirror, we do not mean that the sun itself has descended from the 
holy heights of his heaven and entered into the mirror! This is impossible. The Divine Nature is seen in 
the Manifestations and its Light and Splendor are visible in extreme glory. 

Therefore, men have always been taught and led by the Prophets of God. The Prophets of God are the 
Mediators of God. All the Prophets and Messengers have come from One Holy Spirit and bear the 
Message of God, fitted to the age in which they appear. The One Light is in them and they are One with 
each other. But the Eternal does not become phenomenal; neither can the phenomenal become Eternal. 

Saint Paul, the great Apostle, said: "We all, with open face beholding as in a mirror the glory of God, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 23 

My hope is that through the zeal and ardour of the pure of heart, the darkness of hatred and difference 
will be entirely abolished, and the light of love and unity shall shine; this world shall become a new world; 
things material shall become the mirror of the divine; human hearts shall meet and embrace each other; 
the whole world become as a man's native country and the different races be counted as one race. 

Then disputes and differences will vanish, and the Divine Beloved be revealed on this earth. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 38 

As a Persian Poet has written: -- "The Celestial Universe is so formed that the under world reflects the 
upper world." That is to say whatever exists in heaven is reflected in this phenomenal world. Now, praise 
be to God, this meeting of ours is a reflection of the heavenly concourse; it is as though we had taken a 
mirror and had gazed into it. This reflection from the heavenly concourse we know as love. 

As heavenly love exists in the supreme concourse even so it is reflected here. The supreme concourse is 
filled with the desire for God -- thank God, this desire is also here. 

Therefore if we say that this meeting is heavenly, it is true. Why? Because we have no other desire 
except for that which comes from God. We have no other object save the commemoration of God. 

Some of the people of the earth desire conquest over others: some of them are longing for rest and ease; 
others desire a high position; some desire to become famous: -- thank God our desire is for spirituality 
and for union with God. 

Now that we are gathered here our wish is to raise the banner of the Unity of God, to spread the Light of 
God, to make the hearts of the people turn to the Kingdom. Therefore I thank God that He is causing us 
to do this great work 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 46 

Then those problems which cause difference among the peoples of the earth will be seen no more, for 
verily they are not. You are all waves of one sea, mirrors of one reflection. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 48 



To man, the Essence of God is incomprehensible, so also are the worlds beyond this, and their condition. 
It is given to man to obtain knowledge, to attain to great spiritual perfection, to discover hidden truths and 
to manifest even the attributes of God; but still man cannot comprehend the Essence of God. Where the 
ever-widening circle of man's knowledge meets the spiritual world a Manifestation of God is sent to 
mirror forth His splendour. 

Divine Manifestations 
Is the Divine Manifestation, God? 

Yes, and yet not in Essence. A Divine Manifestation is as a mirror reflecting the light of the Sun. The light 
is the same and yet the mirror is not the Sun. All the Manifestations of God bring the same Light; they 
only differ in degree, not in reality. The Truth is one. The light is the same though the lamps may be 
different; we must look at the Light not at the Lamp. If we accept the Light in one, we must accept the 
Light in all; all agree, because all are the same. The teaching is ever the same, it is only the outward 
forms that change. 

The Manifestations of God are as the heavenly bodies. All have their appointed place and time of 
ascension, but the Light they give is the same. if one wishes to look for the sun rising, one does not look 
always at the same point because that point changes with the seasons. When one sees the sun rise 
further in the north one recognizes it, though it has risen at a different point. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 66 

The light of the sun becomes apparent in each object according to the capacity of that object. The 
difference is simply one of degree and receptivity. The stone would be a recipient only to a limited extent; 
another created thing might be as a mirror wherein the sun is fully reflected; but the same light shines 
upon both. 

The most important thing is to polish the mirrors of hearts in order that they may become illumined and 
receptive of the divine light. One heart may possess the capacity of the polished mirror; another be 
covered and obscured by the dust and dross of this world. Although the same Sun is shining upon both, 
in the mirror which is polished, pure and sanctified you may behold the Sun in all its fullness, glory and 
power revealing its majesty and effulgence, but in the mirror which is rusted and obscured there is no 
capacity for reflection although so far as the Sun itself is concerned it is shining thereon and is neither 
lessened nor deprived. Therefore our duty lies in seeking to polish the mirrors of our hearts in order that 
we shall become reflectors of that light and recipients of the divine bounties which may be fully revealed 
through them. 

This means the oneness of the world of humanity. That is to say, when this human body-politic reaches a 
state of absolute unity, the effulgence of the eternal Sun will make its fullest light and heat manifest. 
Therefore we must not make distinctions between individual members of the human family. We must not 
consider any soul as barren or deprived. Our duty lies in educating souls so that the Sun of the bestowals 
of God shall become resplendent in them, and this is possible through the power of the oneness of 
humanity. The more love is expressed among mankind and the stronger the power of unity, the greater 
will be this reflection and revelation, for the greatest bestowal of God is love. Love is the source of all the 
bestowals of God. Until love takes possession of the heart no other divine bounty can be revealed in it. 

All the prophets have striven to make love manifest in the hearts of men. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 218 

O my God! O my God! verily these servants are turning to Thee, supplicating Thy kingdom of mercy. 
Verily they are attracted by Thy holiness and set aglow with the fire of Thy love, seeking confirmation from 
Thy wondrous kingdom and hoping for attainment in Thy heavenly realm. Verily they long for the descent 



of Thy bestowal, desiring illumination from the Sun of Reality. O Lord! make them radiant lamps, merciful 
signs, fruitful trees and shining stars. May they come forth in Thy service and be connected with Thee by 
the bonds and ties of thy love, longing for the lights of Thy favor. O Lord! make them signs of guidance, 
standards of Thy immortal kingdom, waves of the sea of Thy mercy, mirrors of the light of Thy majesty. 
Verily Thou art the generous! Verily Thou art the merciful! Verily Thou art the precious, the beloved! 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 231 

In Europe I told the philosophers and scientists of materialism that the criterion of the senses is not 
reliable. For instance, consider a mirror and the images reflected in it. These images have no actual 
corporeal existence. Yet if you had never seen a mirror you would firmly insist and believe that they were 
real. The eye sees a mirage upon the desert as a lake of water but there is no reality in it. As we stand 
upon the deck of a steamer the shore appears to be moving, yet we know the land is stationary and we 
are moving. The earth was believed to be fixed and the sun revolving about it but although this appears to 
be so, the reverse is now known to be true. A whirling torch makes a circle of fire appear before the eye, 
yet we realize there is but one point of light. We behold a shadow moving upon the ground but it has no 
material existence, no substance. In deserts the atmospheric effects are particularly productive of 
illusions which deceive the eye. Once I saw a mirage in which a whole caravan appeared traveling 
upward into the sky. In the far north other deceptive phenomena appear and baffle human vision. 
Sometimes three or four suns called by scientists "mock suns" will be shining at the same time whereas 
we know the great solar orb is one and that it remains fixed and single. In brief, the senses are continually 
deceived and we are unable to separate that which is reality from that which is not. 

As to the second criterion, reason, this likewise is unreliable and not to be depended upon. This human 
world is an ocean of varying opinions. If reason is the perfect standard and criterion of knowledge, why 
are opinions at variance and why do philosophers disagree so completely with each other? This is a clear 
proof that human reason is not to be relied upon as an infallible criterion. For instance, great discoveries 
and announcements of former centuries are continually upset and discarded by the wise men of today. 
Mathematicians, astronomers, chemical scientists continually disprove and reject the conclusions of the 
ancients; nothing is fixed, nothing final; everything continually changing because human reason is 
progressing along new roads of investigation and arriving at new conclusions every day. In the future 
much that is announced and accepted as true now will be rejected and disproved. And so it will continue 
ad infinitum. 

When we consider the third criterion, traditions, upheld by theologians as the avenue and standard of 
knowledge, we find this source equally unreliable and unworthy of dependence. For religious traditions 
are the report and record of understanding and interpretation of the Book. By what means has this 
understanding, this interpretation been reached? By the analysis of human reason. When we read the 
Book of God the faculty of comprehension by which we form conclusions is reason. Reason is mind. If we 
are not endowed with perfect reason, how can we comprehend the meanings of the Word of God? 
Therefore human reason, as already pointed out, is by its very nature finite and faulty in conclusions. It 
cannot surround the Reality Itself, the Infinite Word. Inasmuch as the source of traditions and 
interpretations is human reason, and human reason is faulty, how can we depend upon its findings for 
real knowledge? 

The fourth criterion I have named is inspiration through which it is claimed the reality of knowledge is 
attainable. What is inspiration? It is the influx of the human heart. But what are satanic promptings which 
afflict mankind? They are the influx of the heart also. How shall we differentiate between them? The 
question arises, How shall we know whether we are following inspiration from God or satanic promptings 
of the human soul? Briefly, the point is that in the human material world of phenomena these four are the 
only existing criterions or avenues of knowledge, and all of them are faulty and unreliable. What then 
remains? How shall we attain the reality of knowledge? By the breaths and promptings of the Holy Spirit 
which is light and knowledge Itself. Through it the human mind is quickened and fortified into true 
conclusions and perfect knowledge. This is conclusive argument showing that all available human 
criterions are erroneous and defective, but the divine standard of knowledge is infallible. Therefore man is 



not justified in saying: "I know because I perceive through my senses"; or: "I know because it is proved 
through my faculty of reason"; or: "I know because it is according to tradition and interpretation of the holy 
book"; or: "I know because I am inspired." All human standard of judgment is faulty, finite. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 252 

There is also the divine unity or entity which is sanctified above all concept of humanity. It cannot be 
comprehended nor conceived because it is infinite reality and cannot become finite. Human minds are 
incapable of surrounding that reality because all thoughts and conceptions of it are finite, intellectual 
creations and not the reality of divine being which alone knows itself. For example, if we form a 
conception of divinity as a living, almighty, self-subsisting, eternal being, this is only a concept 
apprehended by a human intellectual reality. It would not be the outward, visible reality which is beyond 
the power of human mind to conceive or encompass. We ourselves have an external, visible entity but 
even our concept of it is the product of our own brain and limited comprehension. The reality of divinity is 
sanctified above this degree of knowing and realization. It has ever been hidden and secluded in its own 
holiness and sanctity above our comprehending. Although it transcends our realization, its lights, 
bestowals, traces and virtues have become manifest in the realities of the prophets, even as the sun 
becomes resplendent in various mirrors. These holy realities are as reflectors, and the reality of divinity 
is as the sun which although it is reflected from the mirrors, and its virtues and perfections become 
resplendent therein, does not stoop from its own station of majesty and glory and seek abode in the 
mirrors; it remains in its heaven of sanctity. At most it is this, that its lights become manifest and evident 
in its mirrors or manifestations. Therefore its bounty proceeding from them is one bounty but the 
recipients of that bounty are many. This is the unity of God; this is oneness; -- unity of divinity, holy above 
ascent or descent, embodiment, comprehension or idealization; -- divine unity. The prophets are its 
mirrors; its lights are revealed through them; its virtues become resplendent in them, but the Sun of 
Reality never descends from its own highest point and station. This is unity, oneness, sanctity; this is 
glorification whereby we praise and adore God. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 259 

The more the world of humanity develops, the more the effulgences or emanations of divinity will become 
revealed, just as the stone when it becomes polished and pure as a mirror will reflect in fuller degree the 
glory and splendor of the sun. 

The mission of the prophets, the revelation of the holy books, the manifestation of the heavenly teachers 
and the purpose of divine philosophy all center in the training of the human realities so that they may 
become clear and pure as mirrors and reflect the light and love of the Sun of Reality. Therefore I hope 
that whether you be in the east or the west you will strive with heart and soul in order that day by day the 
world of humanity may become glorified, more spiritual, more sanctified; and that the splendor of the Sun 
of Reality may be revealed fully in human hearts as in a mirror. This is worthy of the world of mankind. 
This is the true evolution and progress of humanity. This is the supreme bestowal. Otherwise, by simple 
development along material lines man is not perfected. At most, the physical aspect of man, his natural or 
material conditions may become stabilized and improved but he will remain deprived of the spiritual or 
divine bestowal. He is then like a body without a spirit, a lamp without the light, an eye without the power 
of vision, an ear that hears no sound, a mind incapable of perceiving, an intellect minus the power of 
reason. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 261 

Without doubt each being is the center of the shining forth of the glory of God: that is to say, the 
perfections of God appear from it and are resplendent in it. It is like the sun, which is resplendent in the 
desert, upon the sea, in the trees, in the fruits and blossoms, and in all earthly things. The world, indeed 
each existing being, proclaims to us one of the names of God, but the reality of man is the collective 
reality, the general reality, and is the center where the glory of all the perfections of God shine forth. That 



is to say, for each name, each attribute, each perfection which we affirm of God, there exists a sign in 
man; if it were otherwise, man could not imagine these perfections, and could not understand them. So 
we say that God is the seer, and the eye is the sign of His vision; if this sight were not in man, how could 
we imagine the vision of God? for the blind, that is one born blind, cannot imagine sight; and the deaf, 
that is one deaf from birth, cannot imagine hearing; and the dead cannot realize life. Consequently the 
Divinity of God, which is the sum of all perfections, reflects itself in the reality of man; that is to say, the 
Essence of Oneness is the gathering of all perfections, and from this unity He casts a reflection upon the 
human reality. Man then is the perfect mirror facing the Sun of Truth, and is the center of radiation: the 
Sun of Truth shines in this mirror. The reflection of the divine perfections appears in the reality of man, so 
he is the representative of God, the messenger of God. If man did not exist, the universe would be 
without result, for the object of existence is the appearance of the perfections of God. 

Therefore it cannot be said there was a time when man was not. All that we can say is that this terrestrial 
globe at one time did not exist, and at its beginning man did not appear upon it. But from the beginning 
which has no beginning, to the end which has no end, a perfect manifestation always exists. This man of 
whom we speak is not every man; we mean the perfect man. For the noblest part of the tree is the fruit, 
which is the reason of its existence; if the tree had no fruit, it would have no meaning. Therefore it cannot 
be imagined that the worlds of existence, whether the stars or this earth, were once inhabited by the 
donkey, cow, mouse, and cat, and that they were without man! This supposition is false and meaningless. 
The word of God is clear as the sun. This is a spiritual proof, but one which we cannot at the beginning 
put forth for the benefit of the materialists; first we must speak of the logical proofs, afterwards the 
spiritual proofs. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 310 

This world is also in the condition of a fruit-tree, and man is like the fruit; without fruit the tree would be 
useless. 

Moreover, these members, these elements, this composition, which are found in the organism of man, 
are an attraction and magnet for the spirit; it is certain that the spirit will appear in it. So, a mirror which is 
clear will certainly attract the rays of the sun. It will become luminous, and wonderful images will appear in 
it. That is to say, when these existing elements are gathered together according to the natural order, and 
with perfect strength, they become a magnet for the spirit, and the spirit will become manifest in them with 
all its perfections. 

Under these conditions it cannot be said "what is the necessity for the rays of the sun to descend upon 
the mirror?" -- for the connection which exists between the reality of things, whether they be spiritual or 
material, requires that when the mirror is clear and faces the sun, the light of the sun must become 
apparent in it. In the same way, when the elements are arranged and combined in the most glorious 
system, organization and manner, the human spirit will appear and be manifest in them. This is the 
decree of the Powerful, the Wise. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 314 

The human spirit which distinguishes man from the animal is the rational soul; and these two names -- the 
human spirit and the rational soul -- designate one thing. This spirit, which in the terminology of the 
philosophers is the rational soul, embraces all beings, and as far as human ability permits discovers the 
realities of things and becomes cognizant of their peculiarities and effects, and of the qualities and 
properties of beings. But the human spirit, unless assisted by the spirit of faith, does not become 
acquainted with the divine secrets and the heavenly realities. It is like a mirror which, although clear, 
polished, and brilliant, is still in need of light. Until a ray of the sun reflects upon it, it cannot discover the 
heavenly secrets. 



But the mind is the power of the human spirit. Spirit is the lamp; mind is the light which shines from the 
lamp. Spirit is the tree, and the mind is the fruit. Mind is the perfection of the spirit, and is its essential 
quality, as the sun's rays are the essential necessity of the sun. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 317 

When we look at the worlds and the souls, we see wonderful signs of the divine perfections, which are 
clear and apparent; for the reality of things proves the Universal Reality. The Reality of Divinity may be 
compared to the sun, which from the height of its magnificence shines upon all the horizons and each 
horizon, and each soul, receives a share of its radiance. If this light and these rays did not exist, beings 
would not exist; all beings express something, and partake of some ray and portion of this light. The 
splendors of the perfections, bounties, and attributes of God shine forth and radiate from the reality of the 
Perfect Man, that is to say, the Unique One, the universal Manifestation of God. Other beings receive only 
one ray, but the universal Manifestation is the mirror for this Sun, which appears and becomes manifest 
in it, with all its perfections, attributes, signs, and wonders. 

The knowledge of the Reality of the Divinity is impossible and unattainable, but the knowledge of the 
Manifestations of God is the knowledge of God, for the bounties, splendors, and divine attributes are 
apparent in them. Therefore if man attains to the knowledge of the Manifestations of God, he will attain to 
the knowledge of God; and if he be neglectful of the knowledge of the Holy Manifestation, he will be bereft 
of the knowledge of God. It is then ascertained and proved that the Holy Manifestations are the center of 
the bounty, signs, and perfections of God. Blessed are those who receive the light of the divine bounties 
from the enlightened Dawning-points! 

We hope that the friends of God, like an attractive force, will draw these bounties from the source itself, 
and that they will arise with such illumination and signs that they will be evident proofs of the Sun of 
Reality. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 322 

Cleanliness and sanctity in all conditions are characteristics of pure beings and necessities of free souls. 
The first perfection consists in cleanliness and sanctity and in purity from every defect. When man in all 
conditions is pure and immaculate, he will become the center of the reflection of the manifest Light. In all 
his actions and conduct there must first be purity, then beauty and independence. The channel must be 
cleansed before it is filled with sweet water. The pure eye comprehendeth the sight and the meeting of 
God; the pure nostril inhaleth the perfumes of the rose-garden of bounty; the pure heart becometh the 
mirror of the beauty of truth. This is why, in the heavenly Books, the divine counsels and commands 
have been compared to water. So, in the Qur'án it is said, "and we have caused a pure water to descend 
from heaven;" and in the Gospel, "Except a man hath received the baptism of water and of the spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." Then it is evident that the divine teachings are the heavenly grace 
and the showers of the mercy of God, which purify the hearts of men. 

The meaning is, in all conditions, cleanliness and sanctity, purity and delicacy exalt humanity and make 
the contingent beings progress. Even when applied to physical things, delicacy causeth the attainment of 
spirituality, as it is established in the Holy Scriptures. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 333 

Now regarding the question whether the faculties of the mind and the human soul are one and the same. 
These faculties are but the inherent properties of the soul, such as the power of imagination, of thought, 
of understanding; powers that are the essential requisites of the reality of man, even as the solar ray is 
the inherent property of the sun. The temple of man is like unto a mirror, his soul is as the sun, and his 
mental faculties even as the rays that emanate from that source of light. The ray may cease to fall upon 
the mirror, but it can in no wise be dissociated from the sun. 



In short, the point is this, that the world of man is supernatural in its relation to the vegetable kingdom, 
though in reality it is not so. Relatively to the plant, the reality of man, his power of hearing and sight, are 
all supernatural, and for the plant to comprehend that reality and the nature of the powers of man's mind 
is impossible. In like manner for man to comprehend the Divine Essence and the nature of the great 
Hereafter is in no wise possible. The merciful outpourings of that Divine Essence, however, are 
vouchsafed unto all beings and it is incumbent upon man to ponder in his heart upon the effusions of the 
Divine Grace, the soul being counted as one, rather than upon the Divine Essence itself. This is the 
utmost limit for human understanding. As it hath previously been mentioned, these attributes and 
perfections that we recount of the Divine Essence, these we have derived from the existence and 
observation of beings, and it is not that we have comprehended the essence and perfection of God. 
When we say that the Divine Essence understandeth and is free, we do not mean that we have 
discovered the Divine Will and Purpose, but rather that we have acquired knowledge of them through the 
Divine Grace revealed and manifested in the realities of things. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 346 

Souls are like unto mirrors, and the bounty of God is like unto the sun. When the mirrors pass beyond 
all coloring and attain purity and polish, and are confronted with the sun, they will reflect in full perfection 
its light and glory. In this condition one should not consider the mirror, but the power of the light of the 
sun, which hath penetrated the mirror, making it a reflector of the heavenly glory. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 367 

Thou hast written concerning the tests that have come upon thee. To the sincere ones, tests are as a gift 
from God, the Exalted, for a heroic person hasteneth, with the utmost joy and gladness, to the tests of a 
violent battlefield, but the coward is afraid and trembles and utters moaning and lamentation. Likewise, an 
expert student prepareth and memorizeth his lessons and exercises with the utmost effort, and in the day 
of examination he appeareth with infinite joy before the master. Likewise, the pure gold shineth radiantly 
in the fire of test. Consequently, it is made clear that for holy souls, trials are as the gift of God, the 
Exalted; but for weak souls they are an unexpected calamity. This test is just as thou hast written: it 
removeth the rust of egotism from the mirror of the heart until the Sun of Truth may shine therein. For, no 
veil is greater than egotism and no matter how thin that covering may be, yet it will finally veil man entirely 
and prevent him from receiving a portion from the eternal bounty. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 371 

O ye Cohorts of God! Today in the present world each community is wandering in a wilderness, moving in 
accord with some passion and desire, and running to and fro in pursuance of his own imagination. Among 
the communities of the world, this community of the "Most Great Name" is free from every thought, 
keeping aloof from every project and scheme, arising with the purest designs and intentions, and striving 
and endeavoring with the utmost hope to live in accordance with the divine teachings in order that the 
surface of the earth become the delectable paradise, the nether world become the mirror of the 
Kingdom, the universe become another universe, and the human race attain to higher morals, conduct 
and manners. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 400 

We are endeavoring with all heart and soul, have no rest night and day, nor a moment of tranquillity, so 
that we may make the world of humanity the mirror of the divine unity; how much more the beloved of 
God! 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith - 'Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 413 



God in his wisdom has created all things. Nothing has been created without a special destiny, for every 
creature has an innate station of attainment. This flower has been created to mirror forth a harmonious 
ensemble of color and perfume. Each kingdom of nature holds potentialities and each must be cultivated 
in order to reach its fulfillment. The divine teachers desire man to be educated that he may attain to the 
high rank of his own reality, the deprivation of which is the rank of perdition. The flower needs light that it 
may achieve its fruitage; man needs the light of the Holy Spirit, and the measure of illumination 
throughout creation is proportionate to the different kingdoms. 

When we come to the estate of man, we find his kingdom is vested with a divine superiority. Compared to 
the animal, his perfection or his imperfection is superior. In comparison with man the perfection of a flower 
is insignificant. Yet if man remain content in an undeveloped state viewed from the point of capacity he is 
the lowest of creatures. If he attains unto his heritage through divine wisdom, then he becomes a clear 
mirror in which the beauty of God is reflected; he has eternal life and becomes a participator of the sun of 
truth. This is to show you how considerable are the degrees of human achievement. 

The aim of the prophet of God is to raise man to the degree of knowledge of his potentiality and to 
illumine him through the light of the kingdom, to transform ignorance into wisdom, injustice into justice, 
error into knowledge, cruelty into affection and incapability into progress. In short, to make all the 
attainments of existence resplendent in him. 

The greatest gift of man is universal love - that magnet which renders existence eternal. It attracts 
realities and diffuses life with infinite joy. If this love penetrate the heart of man, all the forces of the 
universe will be realized in him, for it is a divine power which transports him to a divine station and he will 
make no progress until he is illumined thereby. Strive to increase the love-power of reality, to make your 
hearts greater centers of attraction and to create new ideals and relationships. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 110 

It is the same with the holy messengers when they have left the earth. Christ acts to-day without an 
intermediary. His expressions in the world are numerous. The sun shines once through the medium of the 
mirror and again without it. Now we are looking at the sun which is reflected in the mirror and when the 
mirror is broken we look at the sun itself. The body is the horse, the soul is the rider and sometimes the 
rider moves without a mount. But people who do not reflect say that when the soul has left the body it can 
no longer act. The divine teachers act more powerfully after the detachment of their souls from the body. 
In his time the Christ was not able to influence many people. Afterward his influence became widespread. 
Spirit has no body. Reflect on this subject. 

What becomes of the soul after its separation from the body? The question concerns that which has a 
place and that which is placeless. The human body is in space; the soul has no place in space. Space is 
a quality of material things and that which is not material does not partake of space. The soul, like the 
intellect, is an abstraction. Intelligence does not partake of the quality of space, though it is related to 
man's brain. The intellect resides there, but not materially. Search in the brain you will not find the 
intellect. In the same way though the soul is a resident of the body it is not to be found in the body. 

When man dies, his relation with the body ceases. The sun is reflected in the mirror; the mirror reflects 
the light and brilliancy of the sun, but the sun does not reside in the mirror. It does not enter nor come out 
of the mirror, nevertheless one sees it in the mirror, so the soul reflects itself in the body. If the mirror 
be broken the sun does not die. The body is the temporary mirror; the spiritual soul suffers no change, 
no more than the sun does remaining eternally in its own station. Even as in the world of dreams when all 
the physical faculties are in abeyance and the soul travels in all realms seeing, hearing, speaking, so 
when the physical body decomposes, the soul is not affected. 

People who know the truth say that the physical body of man is put into motion by the soul and in the 
same way man is the vital spark of this world. If man had not been put upon this earth the world would be 



dead. I do not speak of the physical man, but the human attainments which are the adornment of 
existence. If man did not exist, this world would have no beauty, no eternity, no object. In the same way 
that the essence of man is the soul, the soul of this world is the subtle growth of spirituality, heavenly 
morals, divine favors and sacred powers. Were the physical world not accompanied by this spirit, it could 
not exist. A beautiful creature without a soul signifies nothing. A most sumptuous habitation set in 
darkness is non-existent. The most wonderfully wrought lamp, if it give no light, is useless. Europe, the 
most adorned of the continents, has progressed to the apex of refined material civilization. It is a 
beautifully formed body, - alas, that is has no soul! It is one of the most polished mirrors, - alas, that the 
sun of truth is not reflected in it! It is an orchard without fruit, - alas, it has no spiritual fragrance. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 127 

As regards the personality which is the result of acquired virtues, let us take this mirror as an example: In 
the beginning it was a piece of black stone; now, through the process of purification, it has become a 
mirror and has reflecting power and displays its innate perfections so that they are clearly visible to all. 
The rock was endowed with a distinct individuality which acquired a personality through the process of 
education. 

The individuality of each created thing is based upon divine wisdom, for in the creation of God there is no 
defect. However, personality has no element of permanence. It is a slightly changeable quality in man 
which can be turned in either direction. For if he acquire praiseworthy virtues, these strengthen the 
individuality of man and call forth his hidden forces; but if he acquire defects, the beauty and simplicity of 
the individuality will be lost to him and its God-given qualities will be stifled in the foul atmosphere of self. 

It is evident that every human being is primarily pure, for God-created qualities are deposited in him. If 
man extend his individuality by acquiring sciences, he will become a wise man; if he be engaged in 
praiseworthy deeds and strive for real knowledge, he will become godlike. If, on the other hand, when 
God has created him to be just and he practices injustice, he denies his God-given attribute. Man was 
created to be merciful, he becomes a tyrant; he was created to be kind to all the children of men and 
given the capacity to confer life, but he becomes the destroyer of life. 

Personality is obtained through the conscious effort of man by training and education. A fruitless tree 
under the influence of a wise gardener becomes fruitful; a slab of marble under the hand of a sculptor 
becomes a beautiful statue. The ruined places are built up by captains of industry; the ignorant children 
learn the secrets of phenomena under the tutelage of a wise teacher. The crooked branch becomes 
straight through cultivation. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 131 

His Holiness the Christ is like unto the sun; his light issued forth from his own identity. He received it not 
from another person - therefore we give him the comprehensive title of the "word." By this we mean the 
all-comprehending reality and the depository of the infinite divine characteristics. This "word" has an 
honorary beginning and not a beginning of time. For instance, we say this person has precedence over 
all. This precedence comes to him through the station and honor which he now holds in life, but it is not a 
precedence of time. In reality the "word" has neither beginning nor ending. The letters of the "word" are 
those qualities which appeared in Christ and not his physical body. These attributes were from God - like 
unto the rays of the sun reflected in a clear mirror. The rays, the light and the heat of the sun are its 
qualities which have become manifest in the mirror. It is evident that these qualities were ever with God, 
even at this time they are with him, they are inseparable from him because divinity is not subject to 
division. Division is a sign of imperfection and God is the perfect one. 

It is clear that the attributes of divinity are co-equal and co-existent with the essence. In that station there 
is absolute unity. This in brief is the exposition of the station of the Christ. 



'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 149 

Let us, free from past tradition, investigate the reality of this matter. What is the meaning of the father and 
the son? 

This fatherhood and sonship are allegorical and symbolical. The Messianic reality is like unto a mirror 
through which the sun of divinity has become resplendent. If this mirror expresses "The light is in me" - it 
is sincere in its claim; therefore Jesus was truthful when he said, "The Father is in me." 

The sun in the sky and the sun in the mirror are one, are they not? - and yet we see there are apparently 
two suns. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 152 

This station is the greatest of all stations, for this connection of the spirit of man with God is like unto a 
mirror and the sun of reality is reflected in it. Thus it becomes the collective center of all the virtues; its 
emanation is the bestowal of the king of bestowers; its radiations are the manifold splendors of the infinite 
luminary; its sanctity is from the highest summit of divine essence. This station is the station of heavenly 
inspiration and is called the station of the divine grace. It signifies that the rays of the sun of reality are 
resplendent in the mirror and the attributes of the sun of reality are reflected therein. This is the ultimate 
degree of human perfection, for the attainment of which the thinkers and philosophers of all time have 
longed and poets have dreamed; it is the mystery of mysteries and the light of lights wherein the spirit 
become eternal, self-subsistent, age-abiding. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 166 

Then our life will be revivified, we shall enjoy eternal existence, be refreshed with the breath of the Holy 
Spirit and become informed of the mysteries of creation. Then we shall be inspired to upraise the 
standard of the oneness of humanity; we shall take a portion of the divine grace and become resplendent 
with the rays of the heavenly luminary; then the human race will mirror forth the attributes of the eternal 
kingdom and will move like a peaceful sea and each individual will appear as a wave. As we look upon 
the sea, we will comprehend it as the sea of God; as we look upon the waves, we will realize that they are 
the souls of humanity. The sun is one; all light is one; the rays are one; it shines on all. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 171 

O ye editors of the world: - It behooves ye to be free from prejudice and adorned with equity and justice in 
order to mirror forth the facts. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 184 

The divine Manifestations since the day of Adam have striven to unite humanity so that all may be 
accounted as one soul. The function and purpose of a shepherd is to gather and not disperse his flock. 
The prophets of God have been divine shepherds of humanity. They have established a bond of love and 
unity among mankind, made scattered peoples one nation and wandering tribes a mighty kingdom. They 
have laid the foundation of the oneness of God and summoned all to universal peace. All these holy, 
divine Manifestations are one. They have served one God, promulgated the same truth, founded the 
same institutions and reflected the same light. Their appearances have been successive and correlated; 
each one has announced and extolled the one who was to follow and all laid the foundation of reality. 
They summoned and invited the people to love and made the human world a mirror of the Word of God. 
Therefore the divine religions they established have one foundation; their teachings, proofs and 
evidences are one; in name and form they differ but in reality they agree and are the same. These holy 
Manifestations have been as the coming of springtime in the world. Although the springtime of this year is 



designated by another name according to the changing calendar, yet as regards its life and quickening it 
is the same as the springtime of last year. For each spring is the time of a new creation, the effects, 
bestowals, perfections and life-giving forces of which are the same as those of the former vernal seasons 
although the names are many and various. This is 92, last year's was 9 and so on, but in fundamental 
reality no difference is apparent. The sun is one but the dawning-points of the sun are numerous and 
changing. The ocean is one body of water but different parts of it have particular designation, Atlantic, 
Pacific, Mediterranean, Antarctic, etc. If we consider the names, there is differentiation, but the water, the 
ocean itself is one reality. 

Likewise the divine religions of the holy Manifestations of God are in reality one though in name and 
nomenclature they differ. Man must be a lover of the light no matter from what day-spring it may appear. 
He must be a lover of the rose no matter in what soil it may be growing. He must be a seeker of the truth 
no matter from what source it come. Attachment to the lantern is not loving the light. Attachment to the 
earth is not befitting but enjoyment of the rose which develops from the soil is worthy. Devotion to the tree 
is profitless but partaking of the fruit is beneficial. Luscious fruits no matter upon what tree they grow or 
where they may be found must be enjoyed. The word of truth no matter which tongue utters it must be 
sanctioned. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Foundations of World Unity, p. 14 

There is also the divine unity or entity which is sanctified above all concept of humanity. It cannot be 
comprehended nor conceived because it is infinite reality and cannot become finite. Human minds are 
incapable of surrounding that reality because all thoughts and conceptions of it are finite, intellectual 
creations and not the reality of divine being which alone knows itself. For example, if we form a 
conception of divinity as a living, almighty, self-subsisting, eternal being, this is only a concept 
apprehended by a human intellectual reality. It would not be the outward, visible reality which is beyond 
the power of human mind to conceive or encompass. We ourselves have an external, visible entity but 
even our concept of it is the product of our own brain and limited comprehension. The reality of divinity is 
sanctified above this degree of knowing and realization. It has ever been hidden and secluded in its own 
holiness and sanctity above our comprehending. Although it transcends our realization, its lights, 
bestowals, traces and virtues have become manifest in the realities of the prophets, even as the sun 
becomes resplendent in various mirrors. These holy realities are as reflectors, and the reality of divinity 
is as the sun which although it is reflected from the mirrors, and its virtues and perfections become 
resplendent therein, does not stoop from its own station of majesty and glory and seek abode in the 
mirrors; it remains in its heaven of sanctity. At most it is this, that its lights become manifest and evident 
in its mirrors or manifestations. Therefore its bounty proceeding from them is one bounty but the 
recipients of that bounty are many. This is the unity of God; this is oneness; -- unity of divinity, holy above 
ascent or descent, embodiment, comprehension or idealization;  -- divine unity -- the prophets are its 
mirrors; its lights are revealed through them; its virtues become resplendent in them, but the Sun of 
Reality never descends from its own highest point and station. This is unity, oneness, sanctity; this is 
glorification whereby we praise and adore God 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Foundations of World Unity, p. 67 

Briefly; we must strive with heart and soul in order that this darkness of the contingent world may be 
dispelled, that the lights of the Kingdom shall shine upon all the horizons, the world of humanity become 
illumined, the image of God become apparent in human mirrors, the law of God be well established and 
that all regions of the world shall enjoy peace, comfort and composure beneath the equitable protection of 
God. My admonition and exhortation to you is this: Be kind to all people, love humanity, consider all 
mankind as your relations and servants of the most high God. Strive day and night that animosity and 
contention may pass away from the hearts of men, that all religions shall become reconciled and the 
nations love each other, so that no racial, religious or political prejudice may remain and the world of 
humanity behold God as the beginning and end of all existence. God has created all and all return to 
God. Therefore love humanity with all your heart and soul. If you meet a poor man, assist him; if you see 
the sick, heal him; reassure the affrighted one, render the cowardly noble and courageous, educate the 



ignorant, associate with the stranger. Emulate God. Consider how kindly, how lovingly He deals with all 
and follow His example. You must treat people in accordance with the divine precepts; in other words, 
treat them as kindly as God treats them, for this is the greatest attainment possible for the world of 
humanity. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Foundations of World Unity, p. 73 

The eye sees the mirage as a body of water, regards images in the mirror as realities when they are but 
reflections. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Foundations of World Unity, p. 86 

Therefore we must be hopeful that through the bounty and favor of God, this spirit of life infusing all 
created things shall quicken humanity and from its bestowals the human world become a divine world, 
this earthly kingdom the mirror of the realm of divinity, the virtues and perfections of the world of 
humanity become unveiled and the image and likeness of God be reflected from this temple. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Foundations of World Unity, p. 103 

O ye spiritual friends of 'Abdu'l-Bahá! A trusted messenger hath arrived and hath, in the world of the spirit, 
delivered a message from God's loved ones. This auspicious courier bringeth fragrances of great ardour 
and wafteth the life-giving breezes of the love of God. He maketh the heart to dance for joy and filleth up 
the soul with an ecstasy of love and rapture. So intensely hath the glory of Divine Unity penetrated souls 
and hearts that all are now bound one to another with heavenly ties, and all are even as a single heart, a 
single soul. Wherefore reflections of the spirit and impressions of the Divine are now mirrored clear and 
sharp in the deep heart's core. I beg of God to strengthen these spiritual bonds as day followeth day, and 
make this mystic oneness to shine ever more brightly, until at last all shall be as troops marshalled 
together beneath the banner of the Covenant within the sheltering shade of the Word of God; that they 
may strive with all their might until universal fellowship, close and warm, and unalloyed love, and spiritual 
relationships, will connect all the hearts in the world. Then will all humankind, because of this fresh and 
dazzling bounty, be gathered in a single homeland. Then will conflict and dissension vanish from the face 
of the earth, then will mankind be cradled in love for the beauty of the All-Glorious. Discord will change to 
accord, dissension to unison. The roots of malevolence will be torn out, the basis of aggression 
destroyed. The bright rays of union will obliterate the darkness of limitations, and the splendours of 
heaven will make the human heart to be even as a mine veined richly with the love of God. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 19 

The portals of His blessings are opened wide and His signs are published abroad and the glory of truth is 
blazing forth; inexhaustible are the blessings. Know ye the value of this time. Strive ye with all your 
hearts, raise up your voices and shout, until this dark world be filled with light, and this narrow place of 
shadows be widened out, and this dust heap of a fleeting moment be changed into a mirror for the 
eternal gardens of heaven, and this globe of earth receive its portion of celestial grace. 

Then will aggression crumble away, and all that maketh for disunity be destroyed, and the structure of 
oneness be raised -- that the Blessed Tree may cast its shade over east and west, and the Tabernacle of 
the singleness of man be set up on the high summits, and flags that betoken love and fellowship flutter 
from their staffs around the world until the sea of truth lift high its waves, and earth bring forth the roses 
and sweet herbs of blessings without end, and become from pole to pole the Abha Paradise. 

These are the counsels of 'Abdu'l-Bahá 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 36 



Shouldst thou, however, turn thy gaze unto a Mirror, brilliant, stainless, and pure, wherein the divine 
Beauty is reflected, therein wilt thou find the Sun shining with Its rays, Its heat, Its disc, Its fair form all 
entire. For each separate entity possesseth its allotted portion of the solar light and telleth of the Sun, but 
that Universal Reality in all Its splendour, that stainless Mirror Whose qualities are appropriate to the 
qualities of the Sun revealed within It -- expresseth in their entirety the attributes of the Source of Glory. 
And that Universal Reality is Man, the divine Being, the Essence that abideth forever. 'Say, Call upon 
God, or call upon the All-Merciful; whichsoever ye call upon, most beauteous are His Names.'[1] [1 Qur'án 
17:110] 

This is the meaning of the Messiah's words, that the Father is in the Son.[1] Dost thou not see that should 
a stainless mirror proclaim, 'Verily is the sun ashine within me, together with all its qualities, tokens and 
signs', such an utterance by such a mirror would be neither deceptive nor false? No, by the One Who 
created It, shaped It, fashioned It, and made It to be an entity conformable to the attributes of the glory 
within It! Praised be He Who created It! Praised be He Who fashioned It! Praised be He Who made It 
manifest! [1 John 14:11] 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 41 

As to the Holy Manifestations of God, They are the focal points where the signs, tokens and perfections of 
that sacred, pre-existent Reality appear in all their splendour. They are an eternal grace, a heavenly 
glory, and on Them dependeth the everlasting life of humankind. To illustrate: the Sun of Truth dwelleth in 
a sky to which no soul hath any access, and which no mind can reach, and He is far beyond the 
comprehension of all creatures. Yet the Holy Manifestations of God are even as a looking-glass, 
burnished and without stain, which gathereth streams of light out of that Sun, and then scattereth the 
glory over the rest of creation. In that polished surface, the Sun with all Its majesty standeth clearly 
revealed. Thus, should the mirrored Sun proclaim, 'I am the Sun!' this is but truth; and should It cry, 'I am 
not the Sun!' this is the truth as well. And although the Day-Star, with all Its glory, Its beauty, Its 
perfections, be clearly visible in that mirror without stain, still It hath not come down from Its own lofty 
station in the realms above, It hath not made Its way into the mirror; rather doth It continue to abide, as It 
will forever, in the supernal heights of Its own holiness. 

And further, all the earth's creatures require the bounty of the sun, for their very existence is dependent 
upon solar light and heat. Should they be deprived of the sun, they would be wiped out. This is the being 
with God, as referred to in the Holy Books: man must be with his Lord. 

It is clear, then, that the essential reality of God is revealed in His perfections; and the sun, with its 
perfections, reflected in a mirror, is a visible thing, an entity clearly expressing the bounty of God. 

My hope is that thou wilt acquire a perceptive eye, a hearing ear, and that the veils will be removed from 
thy sight. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 50 

Know thou for a certainty that thou wilt succeed in this, for the confirmations of the Holy Spirit are 
continually descending, and the power of the Word will exert such an influence that the Letter shall 
become the mirror in which the splendid Sun -- the Word Itself -- will be reflected, and the grace and 
glory of the Word will illumine the whole earth. 

As for the heavenly Jerusalem that hath come to rest on the summits of the world, and God's Holy of 
Holies, Whose banner is now lifted high, this comprehendeth within itself all the perfections, all the 
knowledge of the dispensations gone before. Beyond this, it heraldeth the oneness of the children of men. 
It is the flag of universal peace, the spirit of eternal life; it is the glory of the perfections of God, the 
circumambient grace of all existence, the ornament bedecking all created things, the source of inner 
quietude for all humankind. 



'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 60 

O Thou our Provider! Send down Thine aid, that each one gathered here may become a lighted candle, 
each one a centre of attraction, each one a summoner to Thy heavenly realms, till at last we make this 
nether world the mirror image of Thy Paradise. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 78 

We are striving with heart and soul, resting neither day nor night, seeking not a moment's ease, to make 
this world of man the mirror of the unity of God. Then how much more must the beloved of the Lord 
reflect that unity? And this cherished hope, this yearning wish of ours will be visibly fulfilled only on the 
day when the true friends of God arise to carry out the Teachings of the Abha Beauty -- may my life be a 
ransom for His lovers! One amongst His Teachings is this, that love and good faith must so dominate the 
human heart that men will regard the stranger as a familiar friend, the malefactor as one of their own, the 
alien even as a loved one, the enemy as a companion dear and close. Who killeth them, him will they call 
a bestower of life; who turneth away from them, him will they regard as turning towards them; who 
denieth their message, him will they consider as one acknowledging its truth. The meaning is that they 
must treat all humankind even as they treat their sympathizers, their fellow-believers, their loved ones and 
familiar friends. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 83 

When man's soul is rarified and cleansed, spiritual links are established, and from these bonds 
sensations felt by the heart are produced. The human heart resembleth a mirror. When this is purified 
human hearts are attuned and reflect one another, and thus spiritual emotions are generated. This is like 
the world of dreams when man is detached from things which are tangible and experienceth those of the 
spirit. What amazing laws operate, and what remarkable discoveries are made! And it may even be that 
detailed communications are registered... 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 108 

One cannot obtain the full force of the sunlight when it is cast on a flat mirror, but once the sun shineth 
upon a concave mirror, or on a lens that is convex, all its heat will be concentrated on a single point, and 
that one point will burn the hottest. Thus is it necessary to focus one's thinking on a single point so that it 
will become an effective force. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 110 

O true companions! All humankind are as children in a school, and the Dawning-Points of Light, the 
Sources of divine revelation, are the teachers, wondrous and without peer. In the school of realities they 
educate these sons and daughters, according to teachings from God, and foster them in the bosom of 
grace, so that they may develop along every line, show forth the excellent gifts and blessings of the Lord, 
and combine human perfections; that they may advance in all aspects of human endeavour, whether 
outward or inward, hidden or visible, material or spiritual, until they make of this mortal world a 
widespread mirror, to reflect that other world which dieth not. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 128 

Ye must therefore put forth a mighty effort, striving by night and day and resting not for a moment, to 
acquire an abundant share of all the sciences and arts, that the Divine Image, which shineth out from the 
Sun of Truth, may illumine the mirror of the hearts of men. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 140 



First in a human being's way of life must be purity, then freshness, cleanliness, and independence of 
spirit. First must the stream bed be cleansed, then may the sweet river waters be led into it. Chaste eyes 
enjoy the beatific vision of the Lord and know what this encounter meaneth; a pure sense inhaleth the 
fragrances that blow from the rose gardens of His grace; a burnished heart will mirror forth the comely 
face of truth. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 146 

O thou dear handmaid of God! Praise thou God, because thou art favoured at His Holy Threshold, and 
cherished in the Kingdom of His might. Thou art the head of an assembly which is the very imprint of the 
Company on high, the mirror-image of the all-glorious realm. Strive thou with heart and soul, in prayerful 
humility and self-effacement, to uphold the Law of God and spread His sweet savours abroad. Endeavour 
thou to become the true president of the assemblies of spiritual souls, and a companion to the angels in 
the realm of the All-Merciful. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 164 

These tests, even as thou didst write, do but cleanse the spotting of self from off the mirror of the heart, 
till the Sun of Truth can cast its rays thereon; for there is no veil more obstructive than the self, and 
however tenuous that veil may be, at the last it will completely shut a person out, and deprive him of his 
portion of eternal grace. 

O thou enraptured handmaid of the Lord! When the believers, men and women, pass in thought before 
my eyes, I feel myself warmed at the fire of God's love, and I pray that the Almighty will succour those 
holy souls with His invisible hosts. Praised be the Lord that the prophecies of all His Manifestations have 
now been clearly fulfilled, in this greatest of all days, this holy and blessed age. 

O thou enraptured handmaid of God! Nearness is verily of the soul, not of the body; and the help that is 
sought, and the help that cometh, is not material but of the spirit; nevertheless it is my hope that thou wilt 
attain to nearness in every sense. The bounties of God will verily encompass a sanctified soul even as 
the sun's light doth the moon and stars: be thou assured of this. 

Waft thou to each one of the believers, men and women alike, fragrant breaths of holiness on behalf of 
'Abdu'l-Bahá. Inspire them all and urge them on to shed abroad the sweet savours of the Lord. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 182 

O ye loving friends! Strive ye with heart and soul to make this world the mirror-image of the Kingdom, 
that this nether world may teem with the blessings of the world of God, that the voices of the Company on 
high may be raised in acclamation, and signs and tokens of the bounties and bestowals of Bahá'u'lláh 
may encompass all the earth. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 221 

Although ye dwell in western lands, still, praise be to God, ye did hear His call from out the east and, even 
as Moses, did warm your hands at the fire kindled in the Asian Tree. Ye did find the true path, were lit like 
unto lamps, and have come into the Kingdom of God. And now have ye arisen, out of gratitude for these 
blessings, and ye are asking God's help for all the peoples of the earth, that their eyes as well may behold 
the splendours of the Abha Realm, and their hearts, even as mirrors, reflect the bright rays of the Sun of 
Truth. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 274 



Now regarding the question whether the faculties of the mind and the human soul are one and the same. 
These faculties are but the inherent properties of the soul, such as the power of imagination, of thought, 
of understanding; powers that are the essential requisites of the reality of man, even as the solar ray is 
the inherent property of the sun. The temple of man is like unto a mirror, his soul is as the sun, and his 
mental faculties even as the rays that emanate from that source of light. The ray may cease to fall upon 
the mirror, but it can in no wise be dissociated from the sun 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Tablet to August Forel, p. 24 

It is so, likewise, in the spiritual world. That world is the Kingdom of complete attraction and affinity. It is 
the Kingdom of the One Divine Spirit, the Kingdom of God. Therefore, the affinity and love manifest in this 
meeting, the divine susceptibilities witnessed here are not of this world but of the world of the Kingdom. 
When the souls become separated and selfish, the divine bounties do not descend, and the lights of the 
Supreme Concourse are no longer reflected even though the bodies meet together. A mirror with its back 
turned to the sun has no power to reflect the sun's effulgence. Praise be to God! The purpose of this 
assembly is love and unity. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 4 
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  Epistle to the Son of the Wolf 

  Yea, the sunbeam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ they in reflection even as 
doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference!"     (p. 16)  

  Were unnumbered mirrors to be placed before it, each would, according to its capacity, reflect 
the splendor of that sun, and were none to be placed before it, it would still continue to rise and set, and 
the mirrors alone would be veiled from its light.     (p. 156)  

  In another connection He saith: "O Sun-like Mirrors!     (p. 160)  

  And likewise, He saith: "I complain unto thee, O Mirror of My generosity, against all the other 
Mirrors.     (p. 160)  

  Ponder now upon the complaint of the Primal Point against the Mirrors, that haply men may be 
awakened, and may turn from the left hand of idle fancies and imaginings unto the right hand of faith and 
certitude, and may be made cognizant of that wherefrom they are veiled.     (p. 162)  

  Thou hast now summoned, and art still summoning the people, claiming to be His vicegerent 
and mirror, despite thine ignorance of this Cause as a result of thy not having been in Our company.     (p. 
164)  

  Gems of Divine Mysteries 

  To speak of change or transformation in this plane would be sheer blasphemy and utter impiety, 
for this is the station wherein the light of divine unity shineth forth, and the truth of His oneness is 
expressed, and the splendours of the everlasting Morn are reflected in lofty and faithful mirrors.     (p. 31)  

  33 Thus hath He revealed these most excellent names and most exalted words in the 
Manifestations of His Self and the Mirrors of His Being.     (p. 35)  

  Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah 

  These sanctified Mirrors, these Day Springs of ancient glory, are, one and all, the Exponents on 
earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose.     (p. 47)  

  These Tabernacles of Holiness, these Primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, 
are but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of the Invisibles.     (p. 48)  

  Upon the reality of man, however, He hath focused the radiance of all of His names and 
attributes, and made it a mirror of His own Self.     (p. 65)  



  The radiance of these energies may be obscured by worldly desires even as the light of the sun 
can be concealed beneath the dust and dross which cover the mirror.     (p. 66)  

  Neither the candle nor the lamp can be lighted through their own unaided efforts, nor can it ever 
be possible for the mirror to free itself from its dross.     (p. 66)  

  It is clear and evident that until a fire is kindled the lamp will never be ignited, and unless the 
dross is blotted out from the face of the mirror it can never represent the image of the sun nor reflect its 
light and glory.     (p. 66)  

  Every one of them is a mirror of God, reflecting naught else but His Self, His Beauty, His Might 
and Glory, if ye will understand.     (p. 74)  

  All else besides them are to be regarded as mirrors capable of reflecting the glory of these 
Manifestations Who are themselves the Primary Mirrors of the Divine Being, if ye be not devoid of 
understanding.     (p. 74)  

  These Mirrors will everlastingly succeed each other, and will continue to reflect the light of the 
Ancient of Days.     (p. 74)  

  In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at the earliest stages of its 
manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the providence of the Almighty hath bestowed 
upon it, the earth of human understanding would waste away and be consumed; for men's hearts would 
neither sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth the radiance of its light.     (p. 88)  

  Neither the mirrors of His glory, nor the revealers of His names, nor any created thing, that hath 
been or will ever be, can ever excel them, if ye be of them that comprehend this truth.     (p. 107)  

  He Who is the Eternal Truth is the one Power Who exerciseth undisputed sovereignty over the 
world of being, Whose image is reflected in the mirror of the entire creation.     (p. 166)  

  The mirror of His knowledge reflecteth, with complete distinctness, precision and fidelity, the 
doings of all men.     (p. 204)  

  We fain would hope that the kings and rulers of the earth, the mirrors of the gracious and 
almighty name of God, may attain unto this station, and shield mankind from the onslaught of tyranny. ..   
  (p. 249)  

  This sign is the mirror of His beauty in the world of creation.     (p. 262)  

  The greater the effort exerted for the refinement of this sublime and noble mirror, the more 
faithfully will it be made to reflect the glory of the names and attributes of God, and reveal the wonders of 
His signs and knowledge.     (p. 262)  

  There can be no doubt whatever that, in consequence of the efforts which every man may 
consciously exert and as a result of the exertion of his own spiritual faculties, this mirror can be so 
cleansed from the dross of earthly defilements and purged from satanic fancies as to be able to draw nigh 
unto the meads of eternal holiness and attain the courts of everlasting fellowship.     (p. 262)  



  Their outward conduct is but a reflection of their inward life, and their inward life a mirror of their 
outward conduct.     (p. 271)  

  Strive that ye may be enabled to manifest to the peoples of the earth the signs of God, and to 
mirror forth His commandments.     (p. 305)  

  Prayers and Meditations by Baha'u'llah 

  Since Thou hast, O my God, established Thyself upon the throne of Thy transcendent unity, and 
ascended the mercy seat of Thy oneness, it befitteth Thee to blot out from the hearts of all beings 
whatsoever may keep them back from gaining admittance into the sanctuary of Thy Divine mysteries, and 
may shut them out from the tabernacle of Thy Divinity, that all hearts may mirror Thy beauty, and may 
reveal Thee, and speak of Thee, and that all created things may show forth the tokens of Thy most 
august sovereignty, and shed the splendors of the light of Thy most holy governance, and that all who are 
in heaven and on earth may laud and magnify Thy unity, and give Thee glory, for having manifested Thy 
Self unto them through Him Who is the Revealer of Thy oneness.     (p. 324)  

  Synopsis and Codification of the Kitab-i-Aqdas 

  In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at the earliest stages of its 
manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the providence of the Almighty hath bestowed 
upon it, the earth of human understanding would waste away and be consumed; for men's hearts would 
neither sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth the radiance of its light.     (p. 5)  

  Tablets of Baha'u'llah 

  The pages of swiftly-appearing newspapers are indeed the mirror of the world.     (p. 39)  

  They are a mirror endowed with hearing, sight and speech.     (p. 39)  

  In truth naught doth it mirror forth but the revelations of God.     (p. 149)  

  We fain would hope that the kings and rulers of the earth, the mirrors of the gracious and 
almighty name of God, may attain unto this station, and shield mankind from the onslaught of tyranny.     
(p. 165)  

  No sooner had but a glimmer of its effulgent splendour shone forth upon the mirror of love than 
the blessed word 'I am the Best-Beloved' was reflected therein.     (p. 173)  

  Every word of thy poetry is indeed like unto a mirror in which the evidences of the devotion and 
love thou cherishest for God and His chosen ones are reflected.     (p. 175)  

  Convey My greetings unto those whose faces mirror forth the radiance of Baha, then mention to 
them this utterance which cheereth the eyes of the righteous.     (p. 198)  

  The Arabic Hidden Words 

  Rejoice in the gladness of thine heart, that thou mayest be worthy to meet Me and to mirror 
forth My beauty.      



  The Kitab-i-Iqan 

  By it is meant that when the Day-star of Truth hath set, and the mirrors that reflect His light have 
departed, mankind will become afflicted with "oppression" and hardship, knowing not whither to turn for 
guidance.     (p. 32)  

  From all that We have stated it hath become clear and manifest that before the revelation of 
each of the Mirrors reflecting the divine Essence, the signs heralding their advent must needs be revealed 
in the visible heaven as well as in the invisible, wherein is the seat of the sun of knowledge, of the moon 
of wisdom, and of the stars of understanding and utterance.     (p. 66)  

  Wert thou to cleanse the mirror of thy heart from the dust of malice, thou wouldst apprehend the 
meaning of the symbolic terms revealed by the all-embracing Word of God made manifest in every 
Dispensation, and wouldst discover the mysteries of divine knowledge.     (p. 68)  

  Yea, in the writings and utterances of the Mirrors reflecting the sun of the Muhammadan 
Dispensation mention hath been made of "Modification by the exalted beings" and "alteration by the 
disdainful."     (p. 84)  

  THE significance and essential purpose underlying these words is to reveal and demonstrate 
unto the pure in heart and the sanctified in spirit that they Who are the Luminaries of truth and the Mirrors 
reflecting the light of divine Unity, in whatever age and cycle they are sent down from their invisible 
habitations of ancient glory unto this world, to educate the souls of men and endue with grace all created 
things, are invariably endowed with an all-compelling power, and invested with invincible sovereignty.     
(p. 97)  

  These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of ancient glory are one and all the Exponents on 
earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose.     (p. 99)  

  These Tabernacles of holiness, these primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, are 
but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of the Invisibles.     (p. 103)  

  The truth of this We have already established, inasmuch as We have demonstrated that all 
things are the recipients and revealers of the splendours of that ideal King, and that the signs of the 
revelation of that Sun, the Source of all splendour, exist and are manifest in the mirrors of beings.     (p. 
140)  

  They are the mirrors that truly and faithfully reflect the light of God.     (p. 142)  

  Whoso desireth to fathom the mystery of this "Mi'raj," and craveth a drop from this ocean, if the 
mirror of his heart be already obscured by the dust of these learnings, he must needs cleanse and purify 
it ere the light of this mystery can be reflected therein.     (p. 187)  

  The Persian Hidden Words 

  Yea, the sun beam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ they in reflection even as 
doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference!      

  The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah 



  We fain would hope that the kings and rulers of the earth, the mirrors of the gracious and 
almighty name of God, may attain unto this station, and shield mankind from the onslaught of tyranny....   
  (p. 115)  

  The Seven Valleys 

  By My life, O friend, wert thou to taste of these fruits, from the green garden of these blossoms 
which grow in the lands of knowledge, beside the orient lights of the Essence in the mirrors of names and 
attributes -- yearning would seize the reins of patience and reserve from out thy hand, and make thy soul 
to shake with the flashing light, and draw thee from the earthly homeland to the first, heavenly abode in 
the Center of Realities, and lift thee to a plane wherein thou wouldst soar in the air even as thou walkest 
upon the earth, and move over the water as thou runnest on the land.     (p. 4)  

  For instance, in a mirror it reflecteth its own disk and shape, and this is due to the sensitivity of 
the mirror; in a crystal it maketh fire to appear, and in other things it showeth only the effect of its shining, 
but not its full disk.     (p. 19)  

  A pure heart is as a mirror; cleanse it with the burnish of love and severance from all save God, 
that the true sun may shine within it and the eternal morning dawn.     (p. 21)  

  Yea, these mentionings that have been made of the grades of knowledge relate to the 
knowledge of the Manifestations of that Sun of Reality, which casteth Its light upon the Mirrors.     (p. 23)  

  The Summons of the Lord of Hosts 

  This is the Surih of the Temple which God hath ordained to be the Mirror of His Names between 
the heavens and the earth, and the Sign of His Remembrance amidst the peoples of the world."     (p. 3)  

  We, verily, have cleansed Thy breast from the whisperings of the people and sanctified it from 
earthly allusions, that the light of My beauty may appear therein and be reflected in the mirrors of all the 
worlds.     (p. 33)  

  We, verily, have caused all things to mirror forth thy reality, and made thee as a mirror of Our 
own Self.     (p. 34)  

  These shall in truth be the mirrors of My Names amidst all created things.     (p. 34)  

  Say: Should We choose, at one time, to shed the radiance of Our loving providence upon the 
mirrors of all things, and, at another, to withhold from them the splendours of Our light, this verily lieth 
within Our power, and none hath the right to ask "why" or "wherefore".     (p. 36)  

  We, verily, have made Thee a mirror unto the kingdom of names, that Thou mayest be, amidst 
all mankind, a sign of My sovereignty, a herald unto My presence, a summoner unto My beauty, and a 
guide unto My straight and perspicuous Path.     (p. 43)  

  Bring then into being, by Our leave, resplendent mirrors and exalted letters that shall testify to 
Thy sovereignty and dominion, bear witness to Thy might and glory, and be the manifestations of Thy 
Names amidst mankind.     (p. 44)  



  We have caused Thee again to be the Origin and the Creator of all mirrors, even as We brought 
them forth from Thee aforetime.     (p. 44)  

  Warn, then, these mirrors, once they have been made manifest, lest they swell with pride before 
their Creator and Fashioner when He appeareth amongst them, or let the trappings of leadership delude 
and debar them from bowing in submission before God, the Almighty, the All-Beauteous.     (p. 44)  

  Say: O concourse of mirrors!     (p. 44)  

  Say: Should I wish to transform, in a single moment, all things into mirrors of My Names, this 
undoubtedly is in My power, how much more in the power of My Lord, Who hath called Me into being 
through His all-compelling and inscrutable command.     (p. 45)  

  Wert thou to observe these events with the eye of fairness, it would become clear and evident in 
the luminous mirror of thine heart that what occurred was called for by the circumstances, and that no 
other alternative could be seen.     (p. 107)  

  And, in the luminous mirror of thy judgement, it is doubtless clear and evident which people 
have chosen, in this day, to lay down their lives in the path of the Beloved of the worlds.     (p. 115)  

  Yea, the sunbeam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ they in reflection even as 
doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference!     (p. 116)  

  Cleanse the mirrors of your hearts from the dross of the world and all that is therein, that they 
may reflect the resplendent light of God.     (p. 209)  

  The World Order of Baha'u'llah 

  In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at the earliest stages of its 
manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the providence of the Almighty has bestowed upon 
it, the earth of human understanding would waste away and be consumed; for men's hearts would neither 
sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth the radiance of its light.     (p. 59)  

  These Tabernacles of Holiness, these primal Mirrors which reflect the Light of unfading glory, 
are but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of the Invisibles."     (p. 114)  

  They Who are the Luminaries of Truth and the Mirrors reflecting the light of Divine Unity," 
Baha'u'llah explains in the Kitab-i-Iqan, "in whatever age and cycle they are sent down from their invisible 
habitations of ancient glory unto this world to educate the souls of men and endue with grace all created 
things, are invariably endowed with an all-compelling power and invested with invincible sovereignty...     
(p. 114)  

  These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-Springs of ancient glory are one and all the exponents on 
earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its essence and ultimate purpose.     (p. 115)  

  In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at the earliest stages of its 
manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the providence of the Almighty hath bestowed 
upon it, the earth of human understanding would waste away and be consumed; for men's hearts would 
neither sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth the radiance of its light.     (p. 117)  



  In the light of these clear and conclusive statements it is our clear duty to make it indubitably 
evident to every seeker after truth that from "the beginning that hath no beginning" the Prophets of the 
one, the unknowable God, including Baha'u'llah Himself, have all, as the channels of God's grace, as the 
exponents of His unity, as the mirrors of His light and the revealers of His purpose, been commissioned to 
unfold to mankind an ever-increasing measure of His truth, of His inscrutable will and Divine guidance, 
and will continue to "the end that hath no end" to vouchsafe still fuller and mightier revelations of His 
limitless power and glory.     (p. 118)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Center and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being "round Whom all names revolve," the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 134)  

  That Abdu'l-Baha is not a Manifestation of God, that He gets His light, His inspiration and 
sustenance direct from the Fountain-head of the Baha'i Revelation; that He reflects even as a clear and 
perfect Mirror the rays of Baha'u'llah's glory, and does not inherently possess that indefinable yet all-
pervading reality the exclusive possession of which is the hallmark of Prophethood; that His words are not 
equal in rank, though they possess an equal validity with the utterances of Baha'u'llah; that He is not to be 
acclaimed as the return of Jesus Christ, the Son Who will come "in the glory of the Father" -- these truths 
find added justification, and are further reinforced, by the following statement of Abdu'l-Baha, addressed 
to some believers in America, with which I may well conclude this section: "You have written that there is 
a difference among the believers concerning the 'Second Coming of Christ     (p. 139)  

  No Guardian of the Faith, I feel it my solemn duty to place on record, can ever claim to be the 
perfect exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah or the stainless mirror that reflects His light.     (p. 151)  

  Though the Heroic Age of His Faith is passed, the creative energies which that Age has 
released have not as yet crystallized into that world society which, in the fullness of time, is to mirror forth 
the brightness of His glory.     (p. 168)  

  What more fitting conclusion to this theme than these words of Baha'u'llah, written in 
anticipation of the golden age of His Faith -- the age in which the face of the earth, from pole to pole, will 
mirror the ineffable splendors of the Abha Paradise?     (p. 206)  

  1992 May 29, Statement on Baha'u'llah 

  31 These sanctified Mirrors ... are one and all the Exponents on earth of Him Who is the central 
Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose.     (p. 10)  

  Upon the reality of man, however, He hath focused the radiance of all of His names and 
attributes, and made it a mirror of His own Self.     (p. 11)  

  The radiance of these energies may be obscured by worldly desires even as the light of the sun 
can be concealed beneath the dust and dross which cover the mirror.     (p. 11)  

  Neither the candle nor the lamp can be lighted through their own unaided efforts, nor can it ever 
be possible for the mirror to free itself from its dross.     (p. 11)  



  It is clear and evident that until a fire is kindled the lamp will never be ignited, and unless the 
dross is blotted out from the face of the mirror it can never represent the image of the sun nor reflect its 
light and glory     (p. 11)  

  In the perspective of eternity, its purpose is that God should see, ever more clearly, the 
reflection of His perfections in the mirror of His creation, and that, in the words of Baha'u'llah: ..     (p. 15)  

  The Covenant of Baha'u'llah 

  This peerless Covenant revolves around its Centre, Abdu'l-Baha, extolled by Shoghi Effendi as 
Baha'u'llah's 'most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His light, the perfect Exemplar of His 
teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His word, the embodiment of every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of 
every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient Root, the Limb of the Law of God, 
the Being round whom all names revolve, the Mainspring of the Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the 
Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this Most Holy Dispensation'.     (p. x)  

  The association of the soul and the body is similar to the association of light and the mirror.     
(p. 7)  

  The light is not inside the mirror, but reflected on it from a different source.     (p. 7)  

  When the mirror breaks, the light remains unaffected.     (p. 7)  

  How could the reflections of the sun in the mirror compare with the wondrous rays of the sun in 
the visible heaven?"     (p. 45)  

  Fear ye God, O concourse of the Mirrors.     (p. 50)  

  Haji Siyyid Javad-i-Karbila'i,[1] an outstanding follower of the Bab, one of the Mirrors[2] of the 
Babi Dispensation who recognized the station of Baha'u'llah from the early days and became an ardent 
Baha'i, was in Karbila and also met Baha'u'llah there for the first time in 1851.     (p. 66)  

  His whole being became the incarnation of every goodly virtue, a stainless mirror reflecting the 
light of glory cast upon Him by Baha'u'llah.     (p. 103)  

  That Abdu'l-Baha is not a Manifestation of God, that He gets His light, His inspiration and 
sustenance direct from the Fountain-head of the Baha'i Revelation; that He reflects even as a clear and 
perfect Mirror the rays of Baha'u'llah's glory, and does not inherently possess that indefinable yet all-
pervading reality the exclusive possession of which is the hallmark of Prophethood; that His words are not 
equal in rank, though they possess an equal validity with the utterances of Baha'u'llah; that He is not to be 
acclaimed as the return of Jesus Christ, the Son Who will come 'in the glory of the Father' -- these truths 
find added justification, and are further reinforced, by the following statement of Abdu'l-Baha, addressed 
to some believers in America....     (p. 104)  

  His eldest Son was made the perfect Mirror reflecting His light, and the Centre of His mighty 
Covenant, while at the same time another son turned into the 'centre of sedition' and the arch-breaker of 
that same Covenant.     (p. 125)  



  The Christ-like Person of Abdu'l-Baha, the perfect Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah and 
a stainless Mirror reflecting His light, established a noble example for man to follow in this Dispensation.   
  (p. 198)  

  Strive ye with heart and soul to make this world the mirror-image of the Kingdom, that this 
nether world may teem with the blessings of the world of God, that the voices of the Company on high 
may be raised in acclamation, and signs and tokens of the bounties and bestowals of Baha'u'llah may 
encompass all the earth..."     (p. 240)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 1 

  HAJI SIYYID JAVAD-I-KARBILA'I 239 One of the 'Mirrors' of the Babi Dispensation And an 
outstanding follower of Baha'u'llah     (p. xii)  

  Krishna, Buddha, Zoroaster, Moses, Christ, Muhammad, the Bab and Baha'u'llah -- Each has 
founded a religion for the people of His own age and, like a perfect mirror, has reflected the light of God to 
them.     (p. 3)  

  He states that each one of the words of God is like a mirror through which the attributes of God 
are reflected, and that through the Word of God all creation has come into being.     (p. 30)  

  The relationship is like that of light to a mirror.     (p. 72)  

  The light which appears in the mirror is not inside it.     (p. 72)  

  In one of His Tablets Baha'u'llah describes the Manifestation as the mirror reflecting the sun.     
(p. 116)  

  Physically the mirror is made of matter but the light which it reflects comes from the sun.     (p. 
116)  

  By it is meant that when the Day-star of Truth hath set, and the mirrors that reflect His light have 
departed, mankind will become afflicted with 'oppression' and hardship, knowing not whither to turn for 
guidance...     (p. 166)  

  Wert thou to cleanse the mirror of thy heart from the dust of malice, thou wouldst apprehend the 
meaning of the symbolic terms revealed by the all-embracing Word of God made manifest in every 
Dispensation, and wouldst discover the mysteries of divine knowledge.     (p. 172)  

  These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of ancient glory are one and all the Exponents on 
earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose.     (p. 176)  

  These Tabernacles of holiness, these primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, are 
but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of the Invisibles.     (p. 177)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 2 

  2] an early believer and one of the Mirrors of the Babi Dispensation, to describe the 
countenance of the Bab ... and its beauty.     (p. 9)  



  He must earn it by cleansing the mirror of his heart so that the Sun of Truth may shine within it.   
  (p. 82)  

  Then, and only then, He affirms, will the mirrors of their hearts reflect the image of His 
resplendent Beauty.     (p. 84)  

  Then the Blessed Beauty came in. There was a mirror on the wall, and as his image appeared 
in it, He recited this line of poetry, 'Thou art great, and the mirror too small to reflect Thy beauty     (p. 158)  

  He exhorts the people of Baha to turn the mirror of their hearts to their rays and become 
illumined by them.     (p. 180)  

  Baha'u'llah alone is the Throne wherein abides the splendour of God's Revelation, the Mirror 
reflecting His light, He Who "begetteth not, neither is He begotten".     (p. 196)  

  Should you stand in front of a mirror and announce your identity, the mirror will do likewise, but 
in reality it is dissociating itself from you     (p. 196)  

  Neither the mirrors of His glory, nor the revealers of His names, nor any created thing, that hath 
been or will ever be, can ever excel them, if ye be of them that comprehend this truth.     (p. 249)  

  Yea, the sunbeam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ they in reflection even as 
doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference     (p. 350)  

  In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at the earliest stages of its 
manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the providence of the Almighty hath bestowed 
upon it, the earth of human understanding would waste away and be consumed; for men's hearts would 
neither sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth the radiance of its light.     (p. 353)  

  Since Mirza Yahya was one of the 'Mirrors' of the Babi Dispensation[1] -- and he used to employ 
this title to impress the followers of the Bab -- Baha'u'llah clarifies the position of the 'Mirrors'.     (p. 376)  

  He quotes many statements of the Bab that the 'Mirrors' had no light of their own, that their 
radiance depended upon their turning to the source of light, 'Him Whom God shall make manifest'.     (p. 
376)  

  1 The Bab had bestowed the title 'Mirror' upon several of His followers.]     (p. 376)  

  Were unnumbered mirrors to be placed before it, each would, according to its capacity, reflect 
the splendour of that sun, and were none to be placed before it, it would still continue to rise and set, and 
the mirrors alone would be veiled from its light.     (p. 376)  

  Even in one of His Own Writings, the Bab, addressing Haji Siyyid Javad-i-Karbila'i, complains 
that the Mirrors have not detached themselves from the things of this world and have turned to Him with 
sullied hearts.     (p. 377)  

  I complain unto thee, O Mirror of My generosity,[1] against all the other Mirrors.     (p. 377)  

  O Sun-like Mirrors!     (p. 377)  



  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah, of which He was the recipient, had so filled His soul that He 
became its perfect mirror reflecting the light of His Father's Faith upon the whole of mankind and 
manifesting to their eyes the resplendent characteristics of a perfect Baha'i.     (p. 394)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve', the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 395)  

  It was a large mirror (about two and a half metres by one and a half) on which a complimentary 
phrase was inscribed in gold in English.     (p. 446)  

  Haji complied and one day brought the mirror to Gordon Pasha.     (p. 447)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 3 

  But an unpolished rock cannot reflect that light as a mirror could.     (p. 63)  

  This sign is the mirror of His beauty in the world of creation.     (p. 63)  

  The greater the effort exerted for the refinement of this sublime and noble mirror, the more 
faithfully will it be made to reflect the glory of the names and attributes of God, and reveal the wonders of 
His signs and knowledge.     (p. 63)  

  There can be no doubt whatever that, in consequence of the efforts which every man may 
consciously exert and as a result of the exertion of his own spiritual faculties, this mirror can be so 
cleansed from the dross of earthly defilements and purged from satanic fancies as to be able to draw nigh 
unto the meads of eternal holiness and attain the courts of everlasting fellowship.     (p. 64)  

  In this Surih it is stated that the Haykal has been made a mirror to reflect the sovereignty of God 
and to manifest His Beauty and Grandeur to all mankind.     (p. 134)  

  Then will the planet, galvanized through the universal belief of its dwellers in one God, and their 
allegiance to one common Revelation, mirror, within the limitations imposed upon it, the effulgent glories 
of the sovereignty of Baha'u'llah, shining in the Plenitude of its splendour in the Abha Paradise, and be 
made the footstool of His Throne on high, and acclaimed as the earthly heaven, capable of fulfilling that 
ineffable destiny fixed for it, from time immemorial, by the love and wisdom of its Creator.     (p. 315)  

  It is this love which makes the difference and which enables the believer to mirror forth the 
teachings of Baha'u'llah to others.     (p. 322)  

  Not by the force of numbers, not by the mere exposition of a set of new and noble principles, 
not by an organized campaign of teaching--no matter how worldwide and elaborate in its character--not 
even by the staunchness of our faith or the exaltation of our enthusiasm, can we ultimately hope to 
vindicate in the eyes of a critical and sceptical age the supreme claim of the Abha Revelation One thing 
and only one thing will unfailingly and alone secure the undoubted triumph of this sacred Cause, namely 



the extent to which our own inner life and private character mirror forth in their manifold aspects the 
splendour of those eternal principles proclaimed by Baha'u'llah.     (p. 332)  

  And thus having recognized in Baha'u'llah the source whence this celestial light proceeds, they 
will irresistibly feel attracted to seek the shelter of His House and congregate therein, unhampered by 
ceremonials and unfettered by creed, to render homage to the one true God, the Essence and Orb of 
eternal Truth, and to exalt and magnify the name of His Messengers and Prophets Who, from time 
immemorial even unto our day, have, under divers circumstances and in varying measure, mirrored forth 
to a dark and wayward world the light of heavenly Guidance.     (p. 346)  

  Yea, the sun beam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ they in reflection even as 
doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the difference!     (p. 356)  

  Prayer and meditation were the cornerstone of his life and through them he polished the mirror 
of his heart so perfectly that he radiated the light of the Faith of Baha'u'llah to those who came into 
contact with him When he was in Egypt, he did not disclose his faith at first This was suggested to him by 
'Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 435)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 4 

  In truth naught doth it mirror forth but the revelations of God.     (p. 48)  

  The mirror of His knowledge reflecteth, with complete distinctness, precision and fidelity, the 
doings of all men.     (p. 86)  

  In this Tablet, too, Baha'u'llah grieves that 'truthfulness and sincerity are sorely afflicted in the 
clutches of falsehood, and justice is tormented by the scourge of injustice', observes that corruption has 
spread throughout the world, deplores the arming of the nations and the clashing of the swords, describes 
the pages of newspapers as the 'mirror of the world', and delineates guidelines for their editorial staff, 
urging the 'writers thereof to be purged from the promptings of evil passions and desires and to be attired 
with the raiment of justice and equity.     (p. 173)  

  The person of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Master, the guide and refuge of friend and foe alike, 'the 
stainless mirror of His light', and 'the perfect Exemplar of His teachings', was at this period at the pinnacle 
of public adoration and respect.     (p. 239)  

  He had become like a shining mirror which had turned wholly towards Baha'u'llah and therefore 
he radiated the light of the Faith with such brilliance as to dazzle the eyes of those who came in contact 
with him.     (p. 258)  

  156 'mirrors'.     (p. 438)  

  The Bab had bestowed the designation 'mirror' upon a few of His followers.     (p. 438)  

  160 'O Mirror of My generosity', a reference to Haji Siyyid Javad-i-Karbila'i, a devoted follower of 
the Bab and Baha'u'llah.     (p. 438)  

  Baha'u'llah and the New Era 



  To know and love God, to mirror forth His attributes and to prepare the way for His coming 
Manifestation -- these were the sole aim and object of His being.     (p. 22)  

  Nothing caused Him such intense grief as this failure to perceive that His capacity to serve 
Baha'u'llah proceeded from the purity of the mirror turned to the Sun of Truth, and not from the Sun itself. 
    (p. 68)  

  If a man wishes to know God, he must find Him in the perfect mirror, Christ or Baha'u'llah.     (p. 
91)  

  In either of these mirrors he will see reflected the Sun of Divinity.     (p. 91)  

  In this day the mysteries of this earth are unfolded and visible before the eyes, and the pages of 
swiftly appearing newspapers are indeed the mirror of the world; they display the doings and actions of 
the different nations; they both illustrate them and cause them to be heard.     (p. 155)  

  Newspapers are as a mirror endowed with hearing, sight and speech; they are a wonderful 
phenomenon and a great matter.     (p. 155)  

  Receiving thus, the one from the other, the greatest harmony will prevail, all people will be 
united, a state of great perfection will be attained, there will be a firm cementing, and this world will 
become a shining mirror for the reflection of the attributes of God.     (p. 174)  

  The hearts must be as mirrors wherein the lights of the Sun of Truth shall be revealed.     (p. 
185)  

  A perfect mirror, however, reflects the sun's very form and color, so that looking into it is like 
looking at the sun itself.     (p. 203)  

  In the poet, the saint, the genius, we find a higher revelation still, but the great Prophets and 
Founders of religions are the perfect mirrors by which the love and wisdom of God are reflected to the 
rest of mankind.     (p. 203)  

  Other men's mirrors are dulled by the stains and the dust of selfishness and prejudice, but these 
are pure and without blemish -- wholly devoted to the Will of God.     (p. 203)  

  The Supreme Sun of Baha'u'llah will finally disperse these dark clouds, so that the people of all 
religions will rejoice in the light of all the Prophets, and with one accord worship the one God Whose light 
all the Prophets have mirrored forth.     (p. 219)  

  Christ and Baha'u'llah 

  The true Christian civilization is in fact not that of modern Europe but that of the age of 
Constantine, which far more perfectly mirrored the teachings of Christ and was inspired by the religious 
spirit of the early Church.     (p. 50)  

  'Abdu'l-Baha once said that Reason was the throne of faith; in another place he likened Reason 
to a great mirror looking into the heavens but reflecting no image because it was in darkness.     (p. 54)  



  Faith, he said, was like sunlight which enabled the mirror to see and to reflect all the heavenly 
truths that lie before it.     (p. 54)  

  The Kitab-i-Iqan states of these Beings that: "These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of 
ancient glory are one and all the Exponents on earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its 
Essence and ultimate Purpose.     (p. 73)  

  Baha'u'llah designated Him as the Centre and pivot of-His peerless Covenant; as the perfect 
mirror of His life, to exemplify His teachings; as the unerring interpreter of His Word; as the embodiment 
of every Baha'i ideal and virtue.     (p. 87)  

  No Guardian of the Faith, I feel it my solemn duty to place on record, can ever claim to be the 
perfect exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah or the stainless mirror that reflects His light.     (p. 101)  

  human being has an equal right with every other to a place in the Kingdom, which wit need the 
participation of all to make a perfect mirror reflecting the full splendors of the Holy Spirit.     (p. 109)  

  Baha'u'llah - The King of Glory 

  These Tabernacles of holiness, these primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, are 
but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of the Invisibles.     (p. 166)  

  These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of ancient glory are one and all the Exponents on 
earth of Him Who is the central orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose.     (p. 166)  

  Eminent Baha'is in the Time of Baha'u'llah 

  Another, called A'ine-khane ('the Chamber of Mirrors'), was nearly stripped of the ornaments 
which gave it its name, the remainder being for the most part broken and cracked.     (p. 43)  

  The Servant in Attendance[1] attained My presence and mentioned what thou hadst written and 
We found thy letter a mirror reflecting thy love for the Beloved of the world and thy turning towards Him.     
(p. 49)  

  'Mir'at' (Mirror).     (p. 201)  

  All of them, Tablets of Baha'u'llah and Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha, are mirrors of the station 
attained by Shaykh Kazzim-i-Samandar.     (p. 215)  

  Mirror fMirror for Princes'.]     (p. 308)  

  A Mirror for Princes.     (p. 347)  

  My Memories of Baha'u'llah 

  There was a mirror fastened to the wall and I could see Him in the mirror.     (p. 49)  

  He said to me, "You are great and your image will not fit in a little mirror."     (p. 49)  
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  A Traveller's Narrative 

  If [the King] will consider what has happened with just regard, it will become clear in the mirror 
of his luminous heart that what occurred was [done] from considerations of expediency, and that there 
was apparently no resource save this.     (p. 62)  

  '* He hath declared the desiring of death to be the proof of sincerity; and it will be apparent in 
the mirror of the [King's] luminous mind which party it is that hath this day foregone life in the way of Him 
[Who is] adored by the dwellers upon earth.     (p. 67)  

  The radiance of the sun is on the earth and on the mirror alike; but regard the difference as from 
the guard-stars to the earth; nay, between them is a limitless distance     (p. 68)  

  According to the account transmitted, it became clear and obvious before the [Royal] Presence 
that most of these suspicions arose from the intrigues of persons of influence who were continually 
engaged in fabricating matters behind the veil of fancy and casting suspicion upon the community, and 
who, to attain advantages for themselves and preserve their own positions, were wont to make motes 
appear as globes, and straws as mountains in the mirror of their imagination.     (p. 92)  

  Abdu'l-Baha in London 

  Lastly the perfect man, the Prophet, is one who is transfigured, one who has the purity and 
clearness of a perfect mirror -- one who reflects the Sun of Truth.     (p. 24)  

  If we claim that the sun is seen in the mirror, we do not mean that the sun itself has descended 
from the holy heights of his heaven and entered into the mirror!     (p. 24)  

  Saint Paul, the great Apostle, said: "We all, with open face beholding as in a mirror the glory of 
God, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord."     (p. 24)  

  My hope is that through the zeal and ardour of the pure of heart, the darkness of hatred and 
difference will be entirely abolished, and the light of love and unity shall shine; this world shall become a 
new world; things material shall become the mirror of the divine; human hearts shall meet and embrace 
each other; the whole world become as a man's native country and the different races be counted as one 
race.     (p. 38)  

  Now, praise be to God, this meeting of ours is a reflection of the heavenly concourse; it is as 
though we had taken a mirror and had gazed into it.     (p. 46)  

  You are all waves of one sea, mirrors of one reflection.     (p. 49)  



  Where the ever-widening circle of man's knowledge meets the spiritual world a Manifestation of 
God is sent to mirror forth His splendour.     (p. 66)  

  A Divine Manifestation is as a mirror reflecting the light of the Sun. The light is the same and yet 
the mirror is not the Sun. All the Manifestations of God bring the same Light; they only differ in degree, 
not in reality.     (p. 66)  

  Abdu'l-Baha said if several people look into a mirror at the same moment, they behold all the 
different personalities, their characteristics and movements; the glass of the mirror into which they look is 
one.     (p. 75)  

  Baha'i World Faith - Abdu'l-Baha Section 

  The stone would be a recipient only to a limited extent; another created thing might be as a 
mirror wherein the sun is fully reflected; but the same light shines upon both.     (p. 218)  

  The most important thing is to polish the mirrors of hearts in order that they may become 
illumined and receptive of the divine light.     (p. 218)  

  One heart may possess the capacity of the polished mirror; another be covered and obscured 
by the dust and dross of this world.     (p. 218)  

  Although the same Sun is shining upon both, in the mirror which is polished, pure and sanctified 
you may behold the Sun in all its fullness, glory and power revealing its majesty and effulgence, but in the 
mirror which is rusted and obscured there is no capacity for reflection although so far as the Sun itself is 
concerned it is shining thereon and is neither lessened nor deprived.     (p. 218)  

  Therefore our duty lies in seeking to polish the mirrors of our hearts in order that we shall 
become reflectors of that light and recipients of the divine bounties which may be fully revealed through 
them.     (p. 218)  

  O Lord! make them signs of guidance, standards of Thy immortal kingdom, waves of the sea of 
Thy mercy, mirrors of the light of Thy majesty.     (p. 231)  

  Science may be likened to a mirror wherein the images of the mysteries of outer phenomena 
are reflected.     (p. 242)  

  For instance, consider a mirror and the images reflected in it.     (p. 252)  

  Yet if you had never seen a mirror you would firmly insist and believe that they were real.     (p. 
252)  

  Although it transcends our realization, its lights, bestowals, traces and virtues have become 
manifest in the realities of the prophets, even as the sun becomes resplendent in various mirrors.     (p. 
259)  

  These holy realities are as reflectors, and the reality of divinity is as the sun which although it is 
reflected from the mirrors, and its virtues and perfections become resplendent therein, does not stoop 



from its own station of majesty and glory and seek abode in the mirrors; it remains in its heaven of 
sanctity.     (p. 259)  

  At most it is this, that its lights become manifest and evident in its mirrors or manifestations.     
(p. 260)  

  The prophets are its mirrors; its lights are revealed through them; its virtues become 
resplendent in them, but the Sun of Reality never descends from its own highest point and station.     (p. 
260)  

  The more the world of humanity develops, the more the effulgences or emanations of divinity 
will become revealed, just as the stone when it becomes polished and pure as a mirror will reflect in fuller 
degree the glory and splendor of the sun.     (p. 262)  

  The mission of the prophets, the revelation of the holy books, the manifestation of the heavenly 
teachers and the purpose of divine philosophy all center in the training of the human realities so that they 
may become clear and pure as mirrors and reflect the light and love of the Sun of Reality.     (p. 262)  

  Therefore I hope that whether you be in the east or the west you will strive with heart and soul in 
order that day by day the world of humanity may become glorified, more spiritual, more sanctified; and 
that the splendor of the Sun of Reality may be revealed fully in human hearts as in a mirror.     (p. 262)  

  Man then is the perfect mirror facing the Sun of Truth, and is the center of radiation: the Sun of 
Truth shines in this mirror.     (p. 311)  

  So, a mirror which is clear will certainly attract the rays of the sun.     (p. 314)  

  Under these conditions it cannot be said "what is the necessity for the rays of the sun to 
descend upon the mirror?"     (p. 314)  

  -- for the connection which exists between the reality of things, whether they be spiritual or 
material, requires that when the mirror is clear and faces the sun, the light of the sun must become 
apparent in it.     (p. 314)  

  It is like a mirror which, although clear, polished, and brilliant, is still in need of light.     (p. 317)  

  Other beings receive only one ray, but the universal Manifestation is the mirror for this Sun, 
which appears and becomes manifest in it, with all its perfections, attributes, signs, and wonders.     (p. 
323)  

  But when the body is wholly subjected to disease and misfortune, it is deprived of the bounty of 
the spirit; like a mirror which, when it becomes broken, or dirty, or dusty, cannot reflect the rays of the 
sun, nor any longer show its bounties.     (p. 327)  

  The connection of the spirit with the body is like that of the sun with the mirror.     (p. 328)  

  Therefore it is evident and certain that the spirit is different from the body, and that its duration is 
independent of that of the body; on the contrary, the spirit with the utmost greatness rules in the world of 
the body, and its power and influence, like the bounty of the sun in the mirror, are apparent and visible.     
(p. 328)  



  But when the mirror becomes dusty or breaks, it will cease to reflect the rays of the sun.     (p. 
328)  

  The pure eye comprehendeth the sight and the meeting of God; the pure nostril inhaleth the 
perfumes of the rose-garden of bounty; the pure heart becometh the mirror of the beauty of truth.     (p. 
333)  

  The temple of man is like unto a mirror, his soul is as the sun, and his mental faculties even as 
the rays that emanate from that source of light.     (p. 347)  

  The ray may cease to fall upon the mirror, but it can in no wise be dissociated from the sun.     
(p. 347)  

  SOULS ARE LIKE MIRRORS     (p. 367)  

  Souls are like unto mirrors, and the bounty of God is like unto the sun.     (p. 367)  

  When the mirrors pass beyond all coloring and attain purity and polish, and are confronted with 
the sun, they will reflect in full perfection its light and glory.     (p. 367)  

  In this condition one should not consider the mirror, but the power of the light of the sun, which 
hath penetrated the mirror, making it a reflector of the heavenly glory.     (p. 367)  

  This test is just as thou hast written: it removeth the rust of egotism from the mirror of the heart 
until the Sun of Truth may shine therein.     (p. 371)  

  Among the communities of the world, this community of the "Most Great Name" is free from 
every thought, keeping aloof from every project and scheme, arising with the purest designs and 
intentions, and striving and endeavoring with the utmost hope to live in accordance with the divine 
teachings in order that the surface of the earth become the delectable paradise, the nether world become 
the mirror of the Kingdom, the universe become another universe, and the human race attain to higher 
morals, conduct and manners.     (p. 400)  

  We are endeavoring with all heart and soul, have no rest night and day, nor a moment of 
tranquillity, so that we may make the world of humanity the mirror of the divine unity; how much more the 
beloved of God!     (p. 414)  

  Divine Philosophy 

  Many atoms go into the composition of a piece of stone which through purification may reach to 
the station of a mirror.     (p. 104)  

  This flower has been created to mirror forth a harmonious ensemble of color and perfume.     (p. 
110)  

  If he attains unto his heritage through divine wisdom, then he becomes a clear mirror in which 
the beauty of God is reflected; he has eternal life and becomes a participator of the sun of truth.     (p. 
111)  



  The sun shines once through the medium of the mirror and again without it.     (p. 127)  

  Now we are looking at the sun which is reflected in the mirror and when the mirror is broken we 
look at the sun itself.     (p. 127)  

  The sun is reflected in the mirror; the mirror reflects the light and brilliancy of the sun, but the 
sun does not reside in the mirror.     (p. 128)  

  It does not enter nor come out of the mirror, nevertheless one sees it in the mirror, so the soul 
reflects itself in the body.     (p. 128)  

  If the mirror be broken the sun does not die.     (p. 128)  

  The body is the temporary mirror; the spiritual soul suffers no change, no more than the sun 
does remaining eternally in its own station.     (p. 128)  

  It is one of the most polished mirrors, - alas, that the sun of truth is not reflected in it!     (p. 129)  

  As regards the personality which is the result of acquired virtues, let us take this mirror as an 
example: In the beginning it was a piece of black stone; now, through the process of purification, it has 
become a mirror and has reflecting power and displays its innate perfections so that they are clearly 
visible to all.     (p. 131)  

  These attributes were from God - like unto the rays of the sun reflected in a clear mirror.     (p. 
149)  

  The rays, the light and the heat of the sun are its qualities which have become manifest in the 
mirror.     (p. 149)  

  The Messianic reality is like unto a mirror through which the sun of divinity has become 
resplendent.     (p. 153)  

  If this mirror expresses "The light is in me" - it is sincere in its claim; therefore Jesus was truthful 
when he said, "The Father is in me."     (p. 153)  

  The sun in the sky and the sun in the mirror are one, are they not?     (p. 153)  

  This station is the greatest of all stations, for this connection of the spirit of man with God is like 
unto a mirror and the sun of reality is reflected in it.     (p. 166)  

  It signifies that the rays of the sun of reality are resplendent in the mirror and the attributes of 
the sun of reality are reflected therein.     (p. 166)  

  Then we shall be inspired to upraise the standard of the oneness of humanity; we shall take a 
portion of the divine grace and become resplendent with the rays of the heavenly luminary; then the 
human race will mirror forth the attributes of the eternal kingdom and will move like a peaceful sea and 
each individual will appear as a wave.     (p. 172)  



  O ye editors of the world: - It behooves ye to be free from prejudice and adorned with equity and 
justice in order to mirror forth the facts.     (p. 185)  

  Foundations of World Unity 

  They summoned and invited the people to love and made the human world a mirror of the Word 
of God.     (p. 14)  

  For instance, consider a mirror and the images reflected in it.     (p. 45)  

  Yet if you had never seen a mirror you would firmly insist and believe that they were real.     (p. 
45)  

  Science may be likened to a mirror wherein the images of the mysteries of outer phenomena 
are reflected.     (p. 48)  

  In fact, science may be likened to a mirror wherein the infinite forms and images of existing 
things are revealed and reflected.     (p. 61)  

  Although it transcends our realization, its lights, bestowals, traces and virtues have become 
manifest in the realities of the prophets, even as the sun becomes resplendent in various mirrors.     (p. 
68)  

  These holy realities are as reflectors, and the reality of divinity is as the sun which although it is 
reflected from the mirrors, and its virtues and perfections become resplendent therein, does not stoop 
from its own station of majesty and glory and seek abode in the mirrors; it remains in its heaven of 
sanctity.     (p. 68)  

  At most it is this, that its lights become manifest and evident in its mirrors or manifestations.     
(p. 68)  

  This is the unity of God; this is oneness; -- unity of divinity, holy above ascent or descent, 
embodiment, comprehension or idealization; -- divine unity -- the prophets are its mirrors; its lights are 
revealed through them; its virtues become resplendent in them, but the Sun of Reality never descends 
from its own highest point and station.     (p. 68)  

  Briefly; we must strive with heart and soul in order that this darkness of the contingent world 
may be dispelled, that the lights of the Kingdom shall shine upon all the horizons, the world of humanity 
become illumined, the image of God become apparent in human mirrors, the law of God be well 
established and that all regions of the world shall enjoy peace, comfort and composure beneath the 
equitable protection of God.     (p. 73)  

  The eye sees the mirage as a body of water, regards images in the mirror as realities when they 
are but reflections.     (p. 86)  

  Therefore we must be hopeful that through the bounty and favor of God, this spirit of life infusing 
all created things shall quicken humanity and from its bestowals the human world become a divine world, 
this earthly kingdom the mirror of the realm of divinity, the virtues and perfections of the world of humanity 
become unveiled and the image and likeness of God be reflected from this temple.     (p. 103)  



  Memorials of the Faithful 

  A mirror to his eyes.     (p. 88)  

  Paris Talks 

  Receiving thus the one from the other the greatest harmony will prevail, all people will be united, 
a state of great perfection will be attained, there will be a firm cementing, and this world will become a 
shining mirror for the reflection of the attributes of God.     (p. 22)  

  The Perfect Man is as a polished mirror reflecting the Sun of Truth, manifesting the attributes of 
God.     (p. 25)  

  The sun does not leave his place in the heavens and descend into the mirror, for the actions of 
ascent and descent, coming and going, do not belong to the Infinite, they are the methods of finite beings. 
    (p. 26)  

  In the Manifestation of God, the perfectly polished mirror, appear the qualities of the Divine in a 
form that man is capable of comprehending.     (p. 26)  

  It is a long time since the Sun of Truth mirrored forth by the Lord Christ has shed its radiance 
upon the West, for the Face of God has been veiled by the sin and forgetfulness of man.     (p. 34)  

  He has always chosen certain souls upon whom He has shed the Divine Bounty of His heart, 
whose minds He has illumined with celestial light, to whom He has revealed the sacred mysteries, and 
kept clear before their sight the Mirror of Truth.     (p. 57)  

  This light may be likened unto a mirror, and as a mirror reflects all that is before it, so this Light 
shows to the eyes of our spirits all that exists in God's Kingdom and causes the realities of things to be 
made visible.     (p. 70)  

  May your hearts become clear and pure like unto polished mirrors in which may be reflected the 
full glory of the Sun of Truth.     (p. 95)  

  The meditative faculty is akin to the mirror; if you put it before earthly objects it will reflect them. 
    (p. 176)  

  But if you turn the mirror of your spirits heavenwards, the heavenly constellations and the rays 
of the Sun of Reality will be reflected in your hearts, and the virtues of the Kingdom will be obtained.     (p. 
176)  

  May we indeed become mirrors reflecting the heavenly realities, and may we become so pure 
as to reflect the stars of heaven.     (p. 176)  

  This is the transfiguration of His Beauty, the reflection of Himself in the mirror of His Creation.     
(p. 180)  

  Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha 



  I swear by the true Teacher that if ye will act in accord with the admonitions of God, as revealed 
in His luminous Tablets, this darksome dust will mirror forth the Kingdom of heaven, and this nether world 
the realm of the All-Glorious.     (p. 12)  

  Wherefore reflections of the spirit and impressions of the Divine are now mirrored clear and 
sharp in the deep heart's core.     (p. 19)  

  To the spears and arrows rained upon you, expose your breasts for a target mirror-bright; and in 
return for curses, taunts and wounding words, show forth abounding love.     (p. 21)  

  Strive ye with all your hearts, raise up your voices and shout, until this dark world be filled with 
light, and this narrow place of shadows be widened out, and this dust heap of a fleeting moment be 
changed into a mirror for the eternal gardens of heaven, and this globe of earth receive its portion of 
celestial grace.     (p. 36)  

  Shouldst thou, however, turn thy gaze unto a Mirror, brilliant, stainless, and pure, wherein the 
divine Beauty is reflected, therein wilt thou find the Sun shining with Its rays, Its heat, Its disc, Its fair form 
all entire.     (p. 42)  

  For each separate entity possesseth its allotted portion of the solar light and telleth of the Sun, 
but that Universal Reality in all Its splendour, that stainless Mirror Whose qualities are appropriate to the 
qualities of the Sun revealed within It -- expresseth in their entirety the attributes of the Source of Glory.     
(p. 42)  

  1] Dost thou not see that should a stainless mirror proclaim, 'Verily is the sun ashine within me, 
together with all its qualities, tokens and signs', such an utterance by such a mirror would be neither 
deceptive nor false?     (p. 42)  

  Thus, should the mirrored Sun proclaim, 'I am the Sun!' this is but truth; and should It cry, 'I am 
not the Sun!' this is the truth as well.     (p. 50)  

  And although the Day-Star, with all Its glory, Its beauty, Its perfections, be clearly visible in that 
mirror without stain, still It hath not come down from Its own lofty station in the realms above, It hath not 
made Its way into the mirror; rather doth It continue to abide, as It will forever, in the supernal heights of 
Its own holiness.     (p. 50)  

  It is clear, then, that the essential reality of God is revealed in His perfections; and the sun, with 
its perfections, reflected in a mirror, is a visible thing, an entity clearly expressing the bounty of God.     (p. 
51)  

  Know thou for a certainty that thou wilt succeed in this, for the confirmations of the Holy Spirit 
are continually descending, and the power of the Word will exert such an influence that the Letter shall 
become the mirror in which the splendid Sun -- the Word Itself -- will be reflected, and the grace and glory 
of the Word will illumine the whole earth.     (p. 60)  

  By man is meant the perfect individual, who is like unto a mirror in which the divine perfections 
are manifested and reflected.     (p. 62)  



  But the sun doth not descend from the height of its sanctity to enter into the mirror, but when the 
latter is purified and turned towards the Sun of Truth, the perfections of this Sun, consisting of light and 
heat, are reflected and manifested in that mirror.     (p. 62)  

  Alone amongst them all, this people hath arisen with aims purified of self, following the 
Teachings of God, most eagerly toiling and striving toward a single goal: to turn this nether dust into high 
heaven, to make of this world a mirror for the Kingdom, to change this world into a different world, and 
cause all humankind to adopt the ways of righteousness and a new manner of life.     (p. 70)  

  Send down Thine aid, that each one gathered here may become a lighted candle, each one a 
centre of attraction, each one a summoner to Thy heavenly realms, till at last we make this nether world 
the mirror image of Thy Paradise.     (p. 78)  

  We are striving with heart and soul, resting neither day nor night, seeking not a moment's ease, 
to make this world of man the mirror of the unity of God.     (p. 84)  

  The primary intent is to kindle these stirrings of the spirit, but at the same time it follows quite 
naturally that those present should partake of food, so that the world of the body may mirror the spirit's 
world, and flesh take on the qualities of soul; and just as the spiritual delights are here in profusion, so too 
the material delights.     (p. 91)  

  In this station, merit and capacity are not to be considered; nay rather, the resplendent rays of 
the Sun of Truth, which have illumined these mirrors, must be taken into account.     (p. 105)  

  The human heart resembleth a mirror.     (p. 108)  

  One cannot obtain the full force of the sunlight when it is cast on a flat mirror, but once the sun 
shineth upon a concave mirror, or on a lens that is convex, all its heat will be concentrated on a single 
point, and that one point will burn the hottest.     (p. 111)  

  In the school of realities they educate these sons and daughters, according to teachings from 
God, and foster them in the bosom of grace, so that they may develop along every line, show forth the 
excellent gifts and blessings of the Lord, and combine human perfections; that they may advance in all 
aspects of human endeavour, whether outward or inward, hidden or visible, material or spiritual, until they 
make of this mortal world a widespread mirror, to reflect that other world which dieth not.     (p. 128)  

  Ye must therefore put forth a mighty effort, striving by night and day and resting not for a 
moment, to acquire an abundant share of all the sciences and arts, that the Divine Image, which shineth 
out from the Sun of Truth, may illumine the mirror of the hearts of men.     (p. 140)  

  Chaste eyes enjoy the beatific vision of the Lord and know what this encounter meaneth; a pure 
sense inhaleth the fragrances that blow from the rose gardens of His grace; a burnished heart will mirror 
forth the comely face of truth.     (p. 146)  

  Thou art the head of an assembly which is the very imprint of the Company on high, the mirror-
image of the all-glorious realm.     (p. 164)  

  These tests, even as thou didst write, do but cleanse the spotting of self from off the mirror of 
the heart, till the Sun of Truth can cast its rays thereon; for there is no veil more obstructive than the self, 



and however tenuous that veil may be, at the last it will completely shut a person out, and deprive him of 
his portion of eternal grace.     (p. 182)  

  Strive ye with heart and soul to make this world the mirror-image of the Kingdom, that this 
nether world may teem with the blessings of the world of God, that the voices of the Company on high 
may be raised in acclamation, and signs and tokens of the bounties and bestowals of Baha'u'llah may 
encompass all the earth.     (p. 221)  

  And now have ye arisen, out of gratitude for these blessings, and ye are asking God's help for 
all the peoples of the earth, that their eyes as well may behold the splendours of the Abha Realm, and 
their hearts, even as mirrors, reflect the bright rays of the Sun of Truth.     (p. 275)  

  Some Answered Questions 

  He must so educate the human reality that it may become the center of the divine appearance, 
to such a degree that the attributes and the names of God shall be resplendent in the mirror of the reality 
of man, and the holy verse "We will make man in Our image and likeness" shall be realized.     (p. 9)  

  The world will become the mirror of the Heavenly Kingdom; humanity will be the Throne of 
Divinity.     (p. 39)  

  In the Qur'an it is said: "And We sent Our Spirit unto her, and He appeared unto her in the 
shape of a perfect man,"[1] meaning that the Holy Spirit took the likeness of the human form, as an image 
is produced in a mirror, and he addressed Mary.     (p. 87)  

  No, rather it is like the entrance of the image of the sun into the mirror -- that is to say, its 
splendor becomes apparent in it.     (p. 106)  

  They were like mirrors facing the sun; verily, some of the light became manifest in them.     (p. 
107)  

  -- The Holy Spirit is the Bounty of God and the luminous rays which emanate from the 
Manifestations; for the focus of the rays of the Sun of Reality was Christ, and from this glorious focus, 
which is the Reality of Christ, the Bounty of God reflected upon the other mirrors which were the reality of 
the Apostles.     (p. 108)  

  For example, knowledge, which is a state attained to by the intelligence, is an intellectual 
condition; and entering and coming out of the mind are imaginary conditions; but the mind is connected 
with the acquisition of knowledge, like images reflected in a mirror.     (p. 108)  

  Therefore, as it is evident and clear that the intellectual realities do not enter and descend, and 
it is absolutely impossible that the Holy Spirit should ascend and descend, enter, come out or penetrate, it 
can only be that the Holy Spirit appears in splendor, as the sun appears in the mirror.     (p. 108)  

  For God to descend into the conditions of existence would be the greatest of imperfections; on 
the contrary, His manifestation, His appearance, His rising are like the reflection of the sun in a clear, 
pure, polished mirror.     (p. 113)  

  But upon the plains, the mountains, the trees and fruits, only a portion of the light shines, 
through which they become visible, and are reared, and attain to the object of their existence, while the 



Perfect Man [1] is in the condition of a clear mirror in which the Sun of Reality becomes visible and 
manifest with all its qualities and perfections.     (p. 114)  

  So the Reality of Christ was a clear and polished mirror of the greatest purity and fineness.     
(p. 114)  

  The Sun of Reality, the Essence of Divinity, reflected itself in this mirror and manifested its light 
and heat in it; but from the exaltation of its holiness, and the heaven of its sanctity, the Sun did not 
descend to dwell and abide in the mirror.     (p. 114)  

  No, it continues to subsist in its exaltation and sublimity, while appearing and becoming 
manifest in the mirror in beauty and perfection.     (p. 114)  

  Now if we say that we have seen the Sun in two mirrors -- one the Christ and one the Holy Spirit 
-- that is to say, that we have seen three Suns, one in heaven and the two others on the earth, we speak 
truly.     (p. 114)  

  The epitome of the discourse is that the Reality of Christ was a clear mirror, and the Sun of 
Reality -- that is to say, the Essence of Oneness, with its infinite perfections and attributes -- became 
visible in the mirror.     (p. 114)  

  The meaning is not that the Sun, which is the Essence of the Divinity, became divided and 
multiplied -- for the Sun is one -- but it appeared in the mirror.     (p. 114)  

  This is why Christ said, "The Father is in the Son," meaning that the Sun is visible and manifest 
in this mirror.     (p. 114)  

  The human spirit may be likened to the bounty of the sun shining on a mirror.     (p. 143)  

  This perfected body can be compared to a mirror, and the human spirit to the sun.     (p. 144)  

  Nevertheless, if the mirror breaks, the bounty of the sun continues; and if the mirror is destroyed 
or ceases to exist, no harm will happen to the bounty of the sun, which is everlasting.     (p. 144)  

  It is like a mirror facing the sun.     (p. 145)  

  As the pure mirror receives light from the sun and transmits this bounty to others, so the Holy 
Spirit is the mediator of the Holy Light from the Sun of Reality, which it gives to the sanctified realities.     
(p. 145)  

  The dawning-place of these splendors, the place of these reflections, and the appearance of 
these manifestations are the Holy Dawning-places, the Universal Realities and the Divine Beings, Who 
are the true mirrors of the sanctified Essence of God.     (p. 147)  

  All the perfections, the bounties, the splendors which come from God are visible and evident in 
the Reality of the Holy Manifestations, like the sun which is resplendent in a clear polished mirror with all 
its perfections and bounties.     (p. 147)  



  If it be said that the mirrors are the manifestations of the sun and the dawning-places of the 
rising star, this does not mean that the sun has descended from the height of its sanctity and become 
incorporated in the mirror, nor that the Unlimited Reality is limited to this place of appearance.     (p. 148)  

  The Divine Manifestations are so many different mirrors because They have a special 
individuality, but that which is reflected in the mirrors is one sun.     (p. 155)  

  The knowledge of things which men universally have is gained by reflection or by evidence -- 
that is to say, either by the power of the mind the conception of an object is formed, or from beholding an 
object the form is produced in the mirror of the heart.     (p. 157)  

  These Dawning-places of the morn of Unity are the sources of bounty and the mirrors of the 
Essence of Reality.     (p. 164)  

  Man, then, is the perfect mirror facing the Sun of Truth and is the center of radiation: the Sun of 
Truth shines in this mirror.     (p. 196)  

  So a mirror which is clear will certainly attract the rays of the sun.     (p. 201)  

  Under these conditions it cannot be said, "What is the necessity for the rays of the sun to 
descend upon the mirror?"     (p. 201)  

  -- for the connection which exists between the reality of things, whether they be spiritual or 
material, requires that when the mirror is clear and faces the sun, the light of the sun must become 
apparent in it.     (p. 201)  

  The Spirit and the Word mean the divine perfections that appeared in the Reality of Christ, and 
these perfections were with God; so the sun manifests all its glory in the mirror.     (p. 206)  

  For Christ was like a clear mirror which was facing the Sun of Reality; and the perfections of the 
Sun of Reality -- that is to say, its light and heat -- were visible and apparent in this mirror.     (p. 206)  

  If we look into the mirror, we see the sun, and we say, "It is the sun."     (p. 206)  

  If a pure, fine mirror faces the sun, the light and heat, the form and the image of the sun will be 
resplendent in it with such manifestation that if a beholder says of the sun, which is brilliant and visible in 
the mirror, "This is the sun," it is true.     (p. 207)  

  Nevertheless, the mirror is the mirror, and the sun is the sun.     (p. 207)  

  The One Sun, even if it appears in numerous mirrors, is one.     (p. 207)  

  But the Holy Reality of the Word of God is in the condition of the pure, fine and shining mirror; 
the heat, the light, the image and likeness -- that is to say, the perfections of the Sun of Reality -- appear 
in it.     (p. 207)  

  That is why Christ says in the Gospel, "The Father is in the Son" -- that is to say, the Sun of 
Reality appears in the mirror.     (p. 207)  



  It is like a mirror which, although clear, polished and brilliant, is still in need of light.     (p. 208)  

  This divine intellectual power is the special attribute of the Holy Manifestations and the 
Dawning-places of prophethood; a ray of this light falls upon the mirrors of the hearts of the righteous, 
and a portion and a share of this power comes to them through the Holy Manifestations.     (p. 218)  

  Other beings receive only one ray, but the supreme Manifestation is the mirror for this Sun, 
which appears and becomes manifest in it, with all its perfections, attributes, signs and wonders.     (p. 
222)  

  But when the body is wholly subjected to disease and misfortune, it is deprived of the bounty of 
the spirit, like a mirror which, when it becomes broken or dirty or dusty, cannot reflect the rays of the sun 
nor any longer show its bounties.     (p. 229)  

  The connection of the spirit with the body is like that of the sun with the mirror.     (p. 229)  

  Therefore, it is evident and certain that the spirit is different from the body, and that its duration 
is independent of that of the body; on the contrary, the spirit with the utmost greatness rules in the world 
of the body; and its power and influence, like the bounty of the sun in the mirror, are apparent and visible. 
    (p. 229)  

  But when the mirror becomes dusty or breaks, it will cease to reflect the rays of the sun.     (p. 
229)  

  The spirit never entered this body, so in quitting it, it will not be in need of an abiding-place: no, 
the spirit is connected with the body, as this light is with this mirror.     (p. 239)  

  When the mirror is clear and perfect, the light of the lamp will be apparent in it, and when the 
mirror becomes covered with dust or breaks, the light will disappear.     (p. 239)  

  It has a connection with the body like that of the sun with this mirror.     (p. 242)  

  The sun is not within the mirror, but it has a connection with the mirror.     (p. 242)  

  Certain sophists think that existence is an illusion, that each being is an absolute illusion which 
has no existence -- in other words, that the existence of beings is like a mirage, or like the reflection of an 
image in water or in a mirror, which is only an appearance having in itself no principle, foundation or 
reality.     (p. 278)  

  In the same manner the existence of beings in comparison with the existence of God is but 
illusion and nothingness; it is an appearance, like the image reflected in a mirror.     (p. 278)  

  But though an image which is seen in a mirror is an illusion, the source and the reality of that 
illusory image is the person reflected, whose face appears in the mirror.     (p. 278)  

  Then it is evident that although beings in relation to the existence of God have no existence, but 
are like the mirage or the reflections in the mirror, yet in their own degree they exist.     (p. 278)  



  In other words, that men are composed of matter and force: matter in the beginning -- that is to 
say, in the first cycle -- is imperfect, but on coming repeatedly to this world it progresses and acquires 
refinement and delicacy, until it becomes like a polished mirror; and force, which is no other than spirit, is 
realized in it with all the perfections.     (p. 283)  

  The first argument for its impossibility is that the outward is the expression of the inward; the 
earth is the mirror of the Kingdom; the material world corresponds to the spiritual world.     (p. 283)  

  The Theosophists believe that man on the arc of ascent [1] will return many times until he 
reaches the Supreme Center; in that condition matter becomes a clear mirror, the light of the spirit will 
shine upon it with its full power, and essential perfection will be acquired.     (p. 285)  

  They do not realize that the spirit is an incorporeal being, and does not enter and come forth, 
but is only connected with the body as the sun is with the mirror.     (p. 287)  

  The sight sees the mirage as water, and it sees images reflected in mirrors as real and existent; 
large bodies which are distant appear to be small, and a whirling point appears as a circle.     (p. 297)  

  Tablet to August Forel 

  The temple of man is like unto a mirror, his soul is as the sun, and his mental faculties even as 
the rays that emanate from that source of light.     (p. 24)  

  The ray may cease to fall upon the mirror, but it can in no wise be dissociated from the sun.     
(p. 25)  

  Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v1 

  Souls are like unto mirrors, and the bounty of God is like unto the sun.     (p. 19)  

  When the mirrors pass beyond all coloring and attain purity and polish, and are confronted with 
the sun, they will reflect in full perfection its light and glory.     (p. 19)  

  In this condition one should not consider the mirror, but the power of the light of the sun, which 
hath penetrated the mirror, making it a reflector of the heavenly glory.     (p. 19)  

  I hope that the House of Spirituality will become a heavenly mirror and the lights of the Sun of 
Truth will so penetrate it that all parts will be illuminated through it.     (p. 20)  

  Confirm us so that each one in this gathering become a bright candle, a witness of the meeting, 
a caller to the Kingdom; that the world of matter become the mirror of heaven.     (p. 25)  

  Among the communities of the world, this community of the "Most Great Name" is free from 
every thought, keeping aloof from every project and scheme, arising with the purest designs and 
intentions, and striving and endeavoring with the utmost hope to live in accordance with the divine 
teachings in order that the surface of the earth become the delectable paradise, the nether world become 
the mirror of the Kingdom, the universe become another universe, and the human race attain to higher 
morals, conduct and manners.     (p. 41)  



  And I beseech Him to make thy breast a clear mirror to reflect the light of the spirit of God.     (p. 
121)  

  By God, the True One, verily pure hearts are as clear and brilliant mirrors which imprint the one 
on the other, and hearts discover the secrets of hearts.     (p. 121)  

  We [1] are endeavoring with all heart and soul, have no rest night and day, nor a moment of 
tranquility, so that we may make the world of humanity the mirror of the divine unity; how much more the 
beloved of God!     (p. 125)  

  Verily that light (i. e., the Light of the Manifestation) shone forth from the horizon of the 
Manifestation, appeared upon the horizon of existence, and the darkness was changed into light; the Sun 
of Guidance dawned in the horizon of heaven, whereby the eyes which were looking unto the Kingdom of 
God were illuminated, the breasts which were filled with God's love were dilated, and the heavenly spirits 
were attracted by the magnet of the Holy Spirit, so that the hearts became as pure mirrors reflecting the 
godlike appearances and manifesting the heavenly lights -- except the eyes which were in the veil of 
imitation of the forefathers (i. e., those who followed the theories of their fathers) were hindered from or 
veiled from witnessing that brilliant and godlike illumination, and the people held to the superstitions of the 
Pharisees and neglected the mystery of God and the glad-tidings (recorded) in the Holy Scriptures, which 
elucidated the appearance of the Lord of Hosts in the promised day.     (p. 135)  

  The more the mirror is clear and pure the greater will the rays and the bounties of the Sun of 
Truth show forth from it.     (p. 157)  

  Then the human world will become expressive of the unity of the merciful world, the inferior 
world will become a clear and purified mirror reflecting the Supreme Concourse, the East and West will 
embrace each other like unto two longing ones and the North and South will shake hands and clasp each 
other in the arms like unto two beloved ones.     (p. 191)  

  But the outward sight doth err (or misjudgeth); it seeth the mirage as water, considereth the 
revolving flame as a circle, imagineth the images reflected in a mirror as a reality and judgeth huge 
bodies as small ones, from a remote distance.     (p. 195)  

  When mirrors become pure and the lights shine, the signs of the Sun of Truth shall reflect 
therein with most wonderful splendors.     (p. 201)  

  But the pure Mirror, which is the Manifestor of the Sun of Truth and in which the Sun of Truth is 
manifest in full appearance -- that mirror is restricted, not the lights.     (p. 204)  

  Send my greeting to . . . . . . . . and say unto her: "The sun is in the utmost effulgence but the 
surface turned toward it must be a mirror; the clearer and purer it is, the more lights shall be reflected 
therein."     (p. 207)  

  Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v2 

  All faces are dark except the face which is a mirror of the light of the love of divinity.     (p. 244)  

  When the heart hath become clear and pure then the face will become illuminated, because the 
face is the mirror of the heart.     (p. 244)  



  Endeavor thou, as far as thou canst, in order that thou mayest be like unto a chaste and clear 
mirror, cleansed and purified from every dust, so that the outpouring of the rays of the Sun of Truth may 
descend and thou mayest illumine those who are around thee.     (p. 303)  

  I hope thou wilt become as a rising light and obtain spiritual health -- and spiritual health is 
conducive to physical health -- so that thou mayest be enabled to liquidate thy debts and be strengthened 
to attain the blessing of the Forgiving Lord; that thou mayest become a mirror of truth and reveal the 
spiritual brilliancy of the heavenly universe to all eyes, direct large numbers of people under the shadow 
of the Powerful Lord and guide all thy family and relations unto the Greatest Guidance; and that thou 
mayest be honored with a visit to the Holy Threshold after having attained to all these gifts.     (p. 306)  

  I supplicate and implore my Lord to strengthen thee by the Spirit of Life, make thee enter the 
Ark of Safety, and show thee the evident signs; that the veils of the people of suspicion may be rent 
asunder and the brilliant proof of God become manifest to all regions, and thy heart be made a clear 
mirror wherein are printed the Lights of the Kingdom of the earth and heaven.     (p. 313)  

  The earth and what is therein are imaginations or reflections in mirrors or shades; but the 
bounty of the Kingdom and the gifts of the invisible world are the thoughts of the Merciful One, and the 
lordly radiances are immortal and constant and unending.     (p. 362)  

  I swear by the Ideal Educator that, if ye act in compliance with the divine exhortations, as 
revealed in brilliant Tablets, this gloomy earth will become a mirror of the Exalted Kingdom, and the 
inferior page will display the Kingdom of ABHA!     (p. 374)  

  O ye friends, endeavor with life and heart that this world may become the mirror of the world of 
the Kingdom; that the earthly kingdom be filled with the bounty of the heavenly; that the voice of the 
Supreme Concourse may be raised in commendation, and that the traces of the bounty and grace of the 
Beauty of ABHA may envelop the earth!     (p. 380)  

  I hope that assembly, like sparkling stars, may shed the lights of love and unison upon the 
human world, and become the cause of the happiness and joy of the inhabitants of the earth; that they 
may become like unto clear mirrors reflecting (the rays) of the Sun of Truth, and give the glad-tidings of 
the manifestation of the Lord of the Kingdom.     (p. 428)  

  One must become the incarnation of Servitude, the personification of Love, the embodiment of 
Spirituality and the mirror of Mercy.     (p. 431)  

  Capacity, worth (or merit) and ability, are necessary, for the clearer and purer the mirror is, the 
lights of the Sun are more manifest thereon.     (p. 444)  

  We hope Baltimore will become an assemblage of light and that city may become a mirror of the 
love of God!     (p. 444)  

  Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v3 

  The sun is one sun but manifesteth itself in different mirrors.     (p. 513)  

  If thou lookest into the mirror and seest the manifestation of the sun, thou wilt say, the sun is in 
the mirror and this sun manifest in the mirror is the same sun of the heavens; although two suns, yet in 
reality they are one.     (p. 513)  



  The sun hath not descended from its high and lofty station, it hath not taken up its abode in this 
mirror, but hath manifested itself therein.     (p. 514)  

  The Christ reality was like unto a pure mirror and the Sun of Reality shone upon it from the Holy 
Horizon.     (p. 514)  

  Therefore, it became evident that the sun is one with regard to reality but manifesting itself in all 
mirrors.     (p. 514)  

  That is, the words and letters are similar to a mirror, and the Sun of Truth and the Rays of 
Significances have become manifest and shone forth in these mirrors of words and letters.     (p. 515)  

  O thou that mirror in which the Light of Guidance is printed!     (p. 515)  

  The power of the Word shall penetrate in such wise that the Letter will become the reflective 
mirror of the Sun of the Word, and the radiation of the lights of the Word shall illumine the whole earth.     
(p. 539)  

  But the difference between Christ and others is this: Christ was the Spirit, others were bodies; 
Christ was the Sun, others were mirrors; Christ was the Truth and was bestowing eternal life, others were 
dead and imparting deadness and negligence.     (p. 550)  

  The pure eye comprehendeth the sight and the meeting of God; the pure nostril inhaleth the 
perfumes of the rose-garden of bounty; the pure heart becometh the mirror of the beauty of truth. this is 
why, in the heavenly Books, the divine counsels and commands have been compared to water.     (p. 
581)  

  Know thou, verily, insight (or mental perception) seeth that which sight (or physical perception) 
seeth not and apprehendeth that which the body perceiveth not, inasmuch as the sight seeth the mirage 
as water, the images pictured in the mirror as a reality and genuine, and it seeth the earth as stationary, 
the great stars as small.     (p. 607)  

  But the insight correcteth the mistake of the sight and apprehendeth the reality and seeth that 
the mirage is not water, that the images pictured in mirrors are naught else save mere reflections, that the 
earth is moving and the distant stars are great.     (p. 607)  

  Suffer thy home to become a nest for the dove of the Holy spirit and thine eye the mirror for the 
reflection of the Beauty of the Almighty."     (p. 666)  

  Know, that the pure hearts upon which the mysteries of the Kingdom of God are printed and 
pictured, are reflections one upon another and thus the one can discover the secrets of the other, 
because such hearts are only mirrors confronting each other on which the secrets of unity, affinity and 
concord are printed and reflected.     (p. 669)  

  This light hath become reflected in the mirrors of hearts.     (p. 674)  

  Therefore turn thou unto thy heart, that is, when it is in the utmost freedom, and behold how the 
radiance of my love is manifest in that mirror, and thou art near unto me.     (p. 674)  



  How many noble-minded women, who were the queens of all provinces and countries, have 
died and passed away and thou no longer hearest any many mention of them; but every servant of the 
servants of the Merciful, who were in the past decades and centuries, owing to their bright faces illumined 
by the lights of truth and knowledge, their stars shine until today in the horizon of the highest and their 
rays dazzle in the mirrors of the world and their fame is divulged in the Supreme World and their 
sanctification spread in the Kingdom of God; and if -- God forbid!     (p. 707)  

  At all times I do supplicate to the divine Kingdom to make thy heart a pure, clear and polished 
mirror, facing the most glorious Kingdom, El-ABHA, that the pictures of the Supreme Concourse may be 
printed in it, and this is exactly what was meant in the Bible by this text: "Let us create man after our own 
image and likeness."     (p. 708)  

  For as much as hearts are like unto mirrors, when the light of the love of God is enkindled, 
brilliant rays will reflect and merciful phenomena become manifest and clear.     (p. 719)  

  Always communicate about this (truth) with that great personage in France and write to him: "No 
matter how clear, pure and polished the mirror may be, not until it is turned unto the Sun of Truth will it 
find glorious bounty and become reflective of rays."     (p. 720)  

  This test is just as thou hast written: it removeth the rust of egotism from the mirror of the heart 
until the Sun of Truth may shine therein.     (p. 722)  

  The moment thou presented thyself in this prison, at the time of meeting, I realized that thou 
wouldst become attracted and attain to spiritual communication, such communication that as soon as the 
mirror of the heart is cleansed from the rust of worldly thoughts, immediately thou shalt find me reflected 
therein, and all the mountains, seas and deserts annihilated.     (p. 728)  

  Tablets of the Divine Plan 

  The grace of guidance is like unto the candle which is enkindled in the glass of knowledge and 
wisdom and that glass of knowledge and wisdom is the mirror of the heart of humanity.     (p. 63)  

  When the intensity of the light and the translucency of the glass and the purity of the mirror are 
brought together, it will become light upon light.     (p. 63)  

  Now California and the other Western States must earn an ideal similarity with the Holy Land, 
and from that state and that region the breaths of the Holy Spirit be diffused to all parts of America and 
Europe, that the call of the Kingdom of God may exhilarate and rejoice all the ears, the divine principles 
bestow a new life, the different parties may become one party, the divergent ideas may disappear and 
revolve around one unique center, the East and the West of America may embrace each other, the 
anthem of the oneness of the world of humanity may confer a new life upon all the children of men, and 
the tabernacle of universal peace be pitched on the apex of America; thus Europe and Africa may 
become vivified with the breaths of the Holy Spirit, this world may become another world, the body politic 
may attain to a new exhilaration, and just as in the state of California and other Western States the 
marvelous scenes of the world of nature are evident and manifest, the great signs of the Kingdom of God 
may also be unveiled so that the body may correspond with the spirit, the outward world may become a 
symbol of the inward world, and the mirror of the earth may become the mirror of the Kingdom, reflecting 
the ideal virtues of heaven.     (p. 87)  

  Praise be to God that through the divine bounty and providence, in that region the field of 
service is vast, the minds are in the utmost degree of intelligence and progress, sciences and arts are 



being promoted, the hearts like unto mirrors are in the utmost state of purity and translucency, and the 
friends of God are in perfect attraction.     (p. 88)  

  The Promulgation of Universal Peace 

  A mirror with its back turned to the sun has no power to reflect the sun's effulgence.     (p. 4)  

  To be a real Christian is to be a servant in His Cause and Kingdom, to go forth under His 
banner of peace and love toward all mankind, to be self-sacrificing and obedient, to become quickened by 
the breaths of the Holy Spirit, to be mirrors reflecting the radiance of the divinity of Christ, to be fruitful 
trees in the garden of His planting, to refresh the world by the water of life of His teachings -- in all things 
to be like Him and filled with the spirit of His love.     (p. 6)  

  The light of truth has heretofore been seen dimly through variegated glasses, but now the 
splendors of Divinity shall be visible through the translucent mirrors of pure hearts and spirits.     (p. 11)  

  It is my hope that this standard of the oneness of the world of humanity may be upraised with 
the utmost solidity so that the Orient and Occident may become perfectly reconciled and attain complete 
intercommunication, the hearts of the East and West become united and attracted, real union become 
unveiled, the light of guidance shine, divine effulgences be seen day by day so that the world of humanity 
may find complete tranquillity, the eternal happiness of man become evident and the hearts of the people 
of the world be as mirrors in which the rays of the Sun of Reality may be reflected.     (p. 13)  

  The stone would be a recipient only to a limited extent; another created thing might be as a 
mirror wherein the sun is fully reflected; but the same light shines upon both.     (p. 14)  

  The most important thing is to polish the mirrors of hearts in order that they may become 
illumined and receptive of the divine light.     (p. 14)  

  One heart may possess the capacity of the polished mirror; another, be covered and obscured 
by the dust and dross of this world.     (p. 14)  

  Although the same Sun is shining upon both, in the mirror which is polished, pure and sanctified 
you may behold the Sun in all its fullness, glory and power, revealing its majesty and effulgence; but in 
the mirror which is rusted and obscured there is no capacity for reflection, although so far as the Sun itself 
is concerned it is shining thereon and is neither lessened nor deprived.     (p. 14)  

  Therefore, our duty lies in seeking to polish the mirrors of our hearts in order that we shall 
become reflectors of that light and recipients of the divine bounties which may be fully revealed through 
them.     (p. 15)  

  For instance, consider a mirror and the images reflected in it.     (p. 21)  

  Yet if you had never seen a mirror, you would firmly insist and believe that they were real.     (p. 
21)  

  We must endeavor to increase our capacity daily, to strengthen and enlarge our capabilities for 
receiving them, to become as perfect mirrors.     (p. 24)  



  The more polished and clean the mirror, the more effulgent is its reflection of the lights of the 
Sun of Truth.     (p. 24)  

  Science may be likened to a mirror wherein the images of the mysteries of outer phenomena 
are reflected.     (p. 29)  

  In fact, science may be likened to a mirror wherein the infinite forms and images of existing 
things are revealed and reflected.     (p. 50)  

  They are mirrors upon which no dust has fallen.     (p. 53)  

  The more the world of humanity develops, the more the effulgences or emanations of Divinity 
will become revealed, just as the stone, when it becomes polished and pure as a mirror, will reflect in 
fuller degree the glory and splendor of the sun.     (p. 59)  

  The mission of the Prophets, the revelation of the Holy Books, the manifestation of the heavenly 
Teachers and the purpose of divine philosophy all center in the training of the human realities so that they 
may become clear and pure as mirrors and reflect the light and love of the Sun of Reality.     (p. 59)  

  Therefore, I hope that -- whether you be in the East or the West -- you will strive with heart and 
soul in order that day by day the world of humanity may become glorified, more spiritual, more sanctified; 
and that the splendor of the Sun of Reality may be revealed fully in human hearts as in a mirror.     (p. 59)  

  Just as the light and effulgence of the sun when cast upon a polished mirror are reflected fully, 
gloriously, so, likewise, the qualities and attributes of Divinity are radiated from the depths of a pure 
human heart.     (p. 69)  

  You are as polished mirrors reflecting pure light.     (p. 92)  

  Consider that although the sun shines equally upon all things, yet in the clear mirror its 
reflection is most brilliant and not in the black stone.     (p. 92)  

  These holy Manifestations or Prophets of God are as mirrors which have acquired illumination 
from the Sun of Truth, but the Sun does not descend from its high zenith and does not effect entrance 
within the mirror.     (p. 114)  

  In truth, this mirror has attained complete polish and purity until the utmost capacity of reflection 
has been developed in it; therefore, the Sun of Reality with its fullest effulgence and splendor is revealed 
therein.     (p. 114)  

  These mirrors are earthly, whereas the reality of Divinity is in its highest apogee.     (p. 114)  

  Although its lights are shining and its heat is manifest in them, although these mirrors are telling 
their story of its effulgence, the Sun, nevertheless, remains in its own lofty station; it does not descend; it 
does not effect entrance, because it is holy and sanctified.     (p. 115)  

  The Sun of Divinity and of Reality has revealed itself in various mirrors.     (p. 115)  

  Though these mirrors are many, yet the Sun is one.     (p. 115)  



  Consider how one and the same light has reflected itself in the different mirrors or 
manifestations of it.     (p. 115)  

  There are certain souls who are lovers of the Sun; they perceive the effulgence of the Sun from 
every mirror.     (p. 115)  

  They are not fettered or attached to the mirrors; they are attached to the Sun itself and adore it, 
no matter from what point it may shine.     (p. 115)  

  But those who adore the mirror and are attached to it become deprived of witnessing the light of 
the Sun when it shines forth from another mirror.     (p. 115)  

  For instance, the Sun of Reality revealed itself from the Mosaic mirror.     (p. 115)  

  When the same Sun shone from the Messianic mirror, the Jews who were not lovers of the Sun 
and who were fettered by their adoration of the mirror of Moses did not perceive the lights and 
effulgences of the Sun of Reality resplendent in Jesus; therefore, they were deprived of its bestowals.     
(p. 115)  

  Yet the Sun of Reality, the Word of God, shone from the Messianic mirror through the wonderful 
channel of Jesus Christ more fully and more wonderfully.     (p. 115)  

  Its effulgences were manifestly radiant, but even to this day the Jews are holding to the Mosaic 
mirror.     (p. 115)  

  Every creature has a portion thereof, but the pure mirror can reveal the story of its bounty more 
fully and completely.     (p. 115)  

  Therefore, we must adore the light of the Sun, no matter through what mirror it may be 
revealed.     (p. 115)  

  Through this divine brotherhood the material world will become resplendent with the lights of 
Divinity, the mirror of materiality will acquire its lights from heaven, and justice will be established in the 
world so that no trace of darkness, hatred and enmity shall be visible.     (p. 131)  

  Make them signs of guidance, standards of Thine immortal kingdom, waves of the sea of Thy 
mercy, mirrors of the light of Thy majesty.     (p. 146)  

  Consider how a pure, well-polished mirror fully reflects the effulgence of the sun, no matter how 
distant the sun may be.     (p. 147)  

  As soon as the mirror is cleaned and purified, the sun will manifest itself.     (p. 147)  

  We must purify ourselves from the mire and soil of earthly contact until our hearts become as 
mirrors in clearness and the light of the most great guidance reveals itself in them.     (p. 148)  

  They summoned and invited the people to love and made the human world a mirror of the Word 
of God.     (p. 151)  



  Therefore, we must be hopeful that through the bounty and favor of God this spirit of life infusing 
all created beings shall quicken humanity, and from its bestowals the human world shall become a divine 
world, this earthly kingdom become the mirror of the realm of Divinity, the virtues and perfections of the 
world of humanity become unveiled and the image and likeness of God be reflected from this temple.     
(p. 160)  

  The perfect soul of man -- that is to say, the perfect individual -- is like a mirror wherein the Sun 
of Reality is reflected.     (p. 173)  

  The perfections, the image and light of that Sun have been revealed in the mirror; its heat and 
illumination are manifest therein, for that pure soul is a perfect expression of the Sun.     (p. 173)  

  These mirrors are the Messengers of God Who tell the story of Divinity, just as the material 
mirror reflects the light and disc of the outer sun in the skies.     (p. 173)  

  In this way the image and effulgence of the Sun of Reality appear in the mirrors of the 
Manifestations of God.     (p. 173)  

  It does not signify that the Sun of Reality had descended from its place in heaven or that its 
essential being had effected an entrance into the mirror, for there is neither entrance nor exit for the 
reality of Divinity; there is no ingress or egress; it is sanctified above all things and ever occupies its own 
holy station.     (p. 173)  

  Let your hearts be as mirrors in which the radiance of the Sun of Reality is visible.     (p. 183)  

  Although it transcends our realization, its lights, bestowals, traces and virtues have become 
manifest in the realities of the Prophets, even as the sun becomes resplendent in various mirrors.     (p. 
193)  

  These holy realities are as reflectors, and the reality of Divinity is as the sun, which, although it 
is reflected from the mirrors, and its virtues and perfections become resplendent therein, does not stoop 
from its own station of majesty and glory and seek abode in the mirrors; it remains in its heaven of 
sanctity.     (p. 193)  

  At most it is this: that its lights become manifest and evident in its mirrors or manifestations.     
(p. 193)  

  The Prophets are its mirrors; its lights are revealed through Them; its virtues become 
resplendent in Them, but the Sun of Reality never descends from its own highest point and station.     (p. 
193)  

  No matter how much the sun shines, it will have no effect upon the black rock, but in a pure and 
polished mirror its lights become resplendent.     (p. 195)  

  The outcome of certain atomic grouping, for instance, is a mirror, table or clock because a 
cohesive power has magnetized and bound these atoms together.     (p. 207)  

  When that attracting power is withdrawn, dissolution and disintegration follow; no mirror, table or 
clock remain -- no trace, no existence.     (p. 207)  



  True Baha'i meetings are the mirrors of the Kingdom wherein images of the Supreme 
Concourse are reflected.     (p. 214)  

  Perchance, God willing, this terrestrial world may become as a celestial mirror upon which we 
may behold the imprint of the traces of Divinity, and the fundamental qualities of a new creation may be 
reflected from the reality of love shining in human hearts.     (p. 235)  

  May the mirrors of hearts be cleansed from dust in order that the Sun of Truth may be reflected 
therein.     (p. 244)  

  Man possesses two kinds of susceptibilities: the natural emotions, which are like dust upon the 
mirror, and spiritual susceptibilities, which are merciful and heavenly characteristics.     (p. 244)  

  There is a power which purifies the mirror from dust and transforms its reflection into intense 
brilliancy and radiance so that spiritual susceptibilities may chasten the hearts and heavenly bestowals 
sanctify them.     (p. 244)  

  What is the dust which obscures the mirror?     (p. 244)  

  It is attachment to the world, avarice, envy, love of luxury and comfort, haughtiness and self-
desire; this is the dust which prevents reflection of the rays of the Sun of Reality in the mirror.     (p. 244)  

  But sincerity, justice, humility, severance, and love for the believers of God will purify the mirror 
and make it radiant with reflected rays from the Sun of Truth.     (p. 244)  

  The eye sees the mirage as a body of water; it regards images in the mirror as realities when 
they are but reflections.     (p. 253)  

  Each world in this limitless universe is, as it were, a mirror reflecting the history and nature of all 
the rest.     (p. 270)  

  Briefly, we must strive with heart and soul in order that this darkness of the contingent world 
may be dispelled, that the lights of the Kingdom shall shine upon all the horizons, the world of humanity 
become illumined, the image of God become apparent in human mirrors, the law of God be well 
established and that all regions of the world shall enjoy peace, comfort and composure beneath the 
equitable protection of God.     (p. 290)  

  Then this material, phenomenal world will become the mirror of the world of God, and within this 
pure mirror the divine virtues of the realm of might will be reflected.     (p. 305)  

  We pray that all of us may become recipients of its bestowals, that we may be illumined by the 
lights of heaven, edified through the teachings of God and imbued with the virtues of divine character, as 
mirrors reflecting the light of the sun.     (p. 313)  

  Unless the mirror reflects the sunlight, it is only dark, inanimate matter.     (p. 313)  

  The spirit of man must acquire its bounties from the Kingdom of God in order that it may 
become the mirror and manifestation of lights and the dawning point of divine traces, because the human 
reality is like the soil.     (p. 330)  



  Similarly, the human spirit or reality of man, unless it becomes the recipient of the lights of the 
Kingdom, develops divine susceptibilities and consciously reflects the effulgence of God, will not be the 
manifestation of ideal bounties, for only the reality of man can become the mirror wherein the lights of 
God are revealed.     (p. 330)  

  The purpose and mission of the holy, divine Messengers is the training and advancement of 
humanity, the cultivation of divine fruits in the gardens of human hearts, the reflection of heavenly 
effulgence in the mirrors of human souls, the quickening of mental capacity and the increase of spiritual 
susceptibilities.     (p. 340)  

  The sense of vision, or sight, sees reflected images in a mirror as verities, when reason 
declares them to be nonexistent.     (p. 356)  

  I offer supplication to the Kingdom of Abha and seek extraordinary blessings and confirmations 
in your behalf in order that your tongues may become fluent, your hearts like clear mirrors flooded with 
the rays of the Sun of Truth, your thoughts expanded, your comprehension more vivid and that you may 
progress in the plane of human perfections.     (p. 458)  

  You must pray that your hearts may become filled with glorious lights, even as a purified mirror; 
then will the lights of the Sun of Truth shine therein.     (p. 458)  

  The Secret of Divine Civilization 

  Through the agency of this great endowment, He has in every epoch cast on the mirror of 
creation new and wonderful configurations.     (p. 1)  

  Then will this holy land of Persia become in every sense the focal center of human perfections, 
reflecting as if in a mirror the full panoply of world civilization.     (p. 5)  

  In the mirror of their minds the forms of transcendent realities are reflected, and the lamp of 
their inner vision derives its light from the sun of universal knowledge.     (p. 21)  

  Abdu'l-Baha - The Centre of the Covenant 

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve' the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Baha."     (p. xv)  

  The same writer has recorded this utterance of Baha'u'llah which not only mirrors His regard for 
His Son, but throws great light on the problem of teaching:     (p. 27)  

  Those Americans, distinguished in public life, had received the impact of truth, often absent 
from their daily experience, and they looked with new eyes at the visitor from the East, eyes that mirrored 
deep admiration and respect.     (p. 32)  



  If we claim that the sun is seen in the mirror, we do not mean that the sun itself has descended 
from the holy heights of his heaven and entered into the mirror!     (p. 147)  

  Saint Paul, the great Apostle, said: 'We all, with open face beholding as in a mirror the glory of 
God, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord     (p. 148)  

  They summoned and invited the people to love and made the human world a mirror of the Word 
of God.     (p. 202)  

  Although It transcends our realization, Its lights, bestowals, traces and virtues have become 
manifest in the realities of the Prophets, even as the sun becomes resplendent in various mirrors.     (p. 
216)  

  These holy Realities are as reflectors, and the reality of Divinity is as the sun which although it 
is reflected from the mirrors, and its virtues and perfections become resplendent therein, does not stoop 
from its own station of majesty and glory and seek abode in the mirrors; it remains in its heaven of 
sanctity . . .     (p. 216)  

  The Baha and his disciples, including some Twin City followers, took a half hour's constitutional 
in Loring The Baha walked slowly, contemplating the beauties of the park and watching the swans float 
on the mirror-like lake . . .     (p. 275)  

  The sense of vision or sight sees reflected images in a mirror as verities when reason declares 
them to be non-existent.     (p. 295)  

  Strive and work so that the standard of the world of human Oneness may be raised among 
men, so that the lights of universal peace may shine and the East and the West embrace, and the 
material world become a mirror of the Kingdom of God, that eternal light may shine forth and that the day 
may] break which will not be followed by night . . .     (p. 382)  

  The Daily Mirror published a good photograph of the Master on 2/12/21, with a short notice, and 
the Daily Mail writing on 1/12/21, says: 'The journeying forth of one of the very few missionaries of an 
Asiatic faith is recalled by news of the death of Sir Abdul Baha Abbas al Bahai.     (p. 477)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve, the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 494)  

 
  



exemplar 
 
We must be careful not to teach in a fanatical way. We should teach as the Master taught. He was the 
perfect Exemplar of the Teachings. He proclaimed the universal truths, and, through love and wise 
demonstration of the universal verities of the Faith, attracted the hearts and the minds. -- From a letter 
dated 20 October 1956 written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, Compilations, The 
Compilation of Compilations vol II, p. 323 
 
His Cause, precious beyond the dreams and hopes of men; enshrining within its shell that pearl of great 
price to which the world, since its foundation, had been looking forward; confronted with colossal tasks of 
unimaginable complexity and urgency, was beyond a peradventure in safe keeping. His own beloved 
Son, the apple of His eye, His vicegerent on earth, the Executive of His authority, the Pivot of His 
Covenant, the Shepherd of His flock, the Exemplar of His faith, the Image of His perfections, the Mystery 
of His Revelation, the Interpreter of His mind, the Architect of His World Order, the Ensign of His Most 
Great Peace, the Focal Point of His unerring guidance -- in a word, the occupant of an office without peer 
or equal in the entire field of religious history -- stood guard over it, alert, fearless and determined to 
enlarge its limits, blazon abroad its fame, champion its interests and consummate its purpose. --  Shoghi 
Effendi, God Passes By, p. 245 
 
Upon Him ['Abdu'l-Baha] that loving and unerring Father had chosen to confer the unique title of 
"Sirru'llah" (the Mystery of God), a designation so appropriate to One Who, though essentially human and 
holding a station radically and fundamentally different from that occupied by Bahá'u'lláh and His 
Forerunner, could still claim to be the perfect Exemplar of His Faith, to be endowed with super-human 
knowledge, and to be regarded as the stainless mirror reflecting His light. -- Shoghi Effendi, God Passes 
By, p. 242 
 
The individual alone must assess its character, consult his conscience, prayerfully consider all its aspects, 
manfully struggle against the natural inertia that weighs him down in his effort to arise, shed, heroically 
and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments which hold him back, empty himself of every 
thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience to the counsels of the Author of His Faith, 
and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men and women, in all walks of life, seek to 
touch their hearts, through the distinction which characterizes his thoughts, his words and his acts, and 
win them over tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persistently, to the Faith he himself has espoused. -- 
Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, p. 148 
 
It was He, our beloved 'Abdu'l-Bahá, our true and shining Exemplar, who with infinite tact and patience, 
whether in His public utterances or in private converse, adapted the presentation of the fundamentals of 
the Cause to the varying capacities and the spiritual receptiveness of His hearers. Shoghi Effendi, Baha'i 
Administration, p. 125 
 
We should teach as the Master taught. He was the perfect Exemplar of the Teachings. He proclaimed the 
universal truths, and, through love and wise demonstration of the universal verities of the Faith, attracted 
the hearts and the minds." -- From a letter dated 20 October 1956 written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to 
an individual believer, Compilations, The Individual and Teaching - Raising the Divine Call, p. 38 
 
He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Center and Pivot of Bahá'u'lláh's 
peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His light, the 
perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of every Bahá'í 
ideal, the incarnation of every Bahá'í virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient Root, the 
Limb of the Law of God, the Being "round Whom all names revolve," the Mainspring of the Oneness of 
Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Bahá. He is, above and beyond these appellations, the "Mystery of God" -- an 
expression by which Bahá'u'lláh Himself has chosen to designate Him, and which, while it does not by 
any means justify us to assign to Him the station of Prophethood, indicates how in the person of 'Abdu'l-



Bahá the incompatible characteristics of a human nature and superhuman knowledge and perfection 
have been blended and are completely harmonized. -- Shoghi Effendi, from a letter of 8 February 1934, 
published in "The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh - Selected Letters", p. 134 
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  A Traveller's Narrative 

  The chiefs of the earth, especially the exemplars of divine justice, must make strenuous efforts 
to guard this state and to upraise and preserve it.     (p. 84)  

  We desire of the exemplars of God's power, namely of kings and chiefs, that they will make 
endeavor: perchance discord may depart out of [their] midst, and the horizons may be illumined with the 
light of concord.     (p. 84)  

  Foundations of World Unity 

  It is manifest that beyond this material body, man is endowed with another reality which is the 
world of exemplars constituting the heavenly body of man.     (p. 109)  

  Memorials of the Faithful 

  He was the leader and spiritual exemplar of the entire population of Najaf-Abad, and the 
eminent of that area showed him unbounded respect.     (p. 150)  

  Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v1 

  I ask God to make thee a sign of mercy and an exemplar of servitude to the Sublime Threshold. 
    (p. 236)  

  The Promulgation of Universal Peace 

  It is manifest that beyond this material body, man is endowed with another reality, which is the 
world of exemplars constituting the heavenly body of man.     (p. 464)  

  The Secret of Divine Civilization 

  True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain 
number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns -- the shining exemplars of devotion and 
determination -- shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, 
to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.     (p. 64)  

  The Kitab-i-Aqdas 



  This unique figure is at once the Exemplar of the pattern of life taught by His Father, the divinely 
inspired authoritative Interpreter of His Teachings and the Centre and Pivot of the Covenant which the 
Author of the Baha'i Revelation made with all who recognize Him.     (p. 3)  

  The Kitab-i-Iqan 

  These Essences of being are the shining Exemplars of sacrifice.     (p. 129)  

  Baha'i Scriptures 

  It is manifest that beyond this body man is endowed with another reality, which reality is in the 
world of exemplars, and which is the heavenly body of man.     (p. 295)  

  Bahiyyih Khanum 

  Whatever betide us, however distressing the vicissitudes which the nascent Faith of God may 
yet experience, we pledge ourselves, before the mercy-seat of thy glorious Father, to hand on, 
unimpaired and undivided, to generations yet unborn, the glory of that tradition of which thou hast been its 
most brilliant exemplar.     (p. 45)  

  Impregnated with that love after which the soul of a humanity in travail now hungers, these 
passages disclose, to the extent that our finite minds can comprehend, the nature of that mystic bond 
which, on one hand, united her with the Spirit of her almighty Father and, on the other, linked her so 
closely with her glorious Brother, the perfect Exemplar of that Spirit.     (p. 58)  

  Lights of Guidance 

  'Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the 
Baha'i Cause, as set forth in 'Abdu'l-Baha's testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present day Baha'i 
Administration throughout the world -- these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 
that must be fairly, discreetly and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision ... ."     (p. 
73)  

  We must have faith in the Supreme Manifestation of God and His Exemplar, Whose prescience 
is revealed in such provisions which will one day 'be made manifest even as the mid-day sun."     (p. 612)  

  Principles of Bahai Administration 

  Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the Baha'i 
Cause, as set forth in 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present-day Baha'i 
administration throughout the world - these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 
that must be fairly, discreetly, and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision.     (p. 5)  

  Quickeners of Mankind 



  They need the spirit 'Abdu'l-Baha showered upon all men, the reason He is our Exemplar.     (p. 
98)  

  The Compilation of Compilations vol II 

  The individual alone must assess its character, consult his conscience, prayerfully consider all 
its aspects, manfully struggle against the natural inertia that weighs him down in his effort to arise, shed, 
heroically and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments which hold him back, empty himself of 
every thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience to the counsels of the Author of His 
Faith, and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men and women, in all walks of life, seek 
to touch their hearts through the distinction which characterizes his thoughts, his words and his acts, and 
win them over, tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persistently, to the Faith he himself has espoused.     (p. 
25)  

  True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain 
number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns -- the shining exemplars of devotion and 
determination -- shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, 
to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.     (p. 160)  

  Baha'u'llah 's inscrutable purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has been so thoroughly infused 
into the conduct of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and their motives have been so closely wedded together, that the mere 
attempt to dissociate the teachings of the former from any system which the ideal Exemplar of those 
same teachings has established would amount to a repudiation of one of the most sacred and basic 
truths of the Faith.     (p. 287)  

  The individual alone must assess its character, consult his conscience, prayerfully consider all 
its aspects, manfully struggle against the natural inertia that weighs him down in his effort to arise, shed, 
heroically and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments which hold him back, empty himself of 
every thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience to the counsels of the Author of His 
Faith, and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men and women, in all walks of life, seek 
to touch their hearts, through the distinction which characterizes his thoughts, his words and his acts, and 
win them over tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persistently, to the Faith he himself has espoused. (     (p. 
305)  

  He was the perfect Exemplar of the Teachings.     (p. 323)  

  The Compilation of Compilations vol. I 

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Center and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being "round Whom all names revolve," the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 118)  

  The Individual and Teaching - Raising the Divine Call 

  The individual alone must assess its [the individual's duty] character, consult his conscience, 
prayerfully consider all its aspects, manfully struggle against the natural inertia that weighs him down in 



his effort to arise, shed, heroically and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments which hold him 
back, empty himself of every thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience to the counsels 
of the Author of His Faith, and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men and women, in 
all walks of life, seek to touch their hearts, through the distinction which characterizes his thoughts, his 
words and acts, and win them over tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persistently, to the Faith he himself 
has espoused." (     (p. 19)  

  He was the perfect Exemplar of the Teachings.     (p. 38)  

  Baha'i Administration 

  Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the Baha'i 
Cause, as set forth in Abdu'l-Baha's Testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present day Baha'i 
administration throughout the world -- these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 
that must be fairly, discreetly and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision.     (p. 90)  

  It was He, our beloved Abdu'l-Baha, our true and shining Exemplar, who with infinite tact and 
patience, whether in His public utterances or in private converse, adapted the presentation of the 
fundamentals of the Cause to the varying capacities and the spiritual receptiveness of His hearers.     (p. 
125)  

  Not content with an infamous denunciation of the originality and efficacy of the teachings and 
principles of the Cause, not satisfied with a rejection of the authenticity of the Will and Testament of 
Abdu'l-Baha, he has dared to attack the exalted person of the Author and Founder of the Faith, and to 
impute to its Forerunner and true Exemplar the vilest motives and most incredible intentions.     (p. 138)  

  Whatever betide us, however distressing the vicissitudes which the nascent Faith of God may 
yet experience, we pledge ourselves, before the mercy-seat of thy glorious Father, to hand on, 
unimpaired and undivided, to generations yet unborn, the glory of that tradition of which thou hast been its 
most brilliant exemplar.     (p. 196)  

  Citadel of Faith 

  The individual alone must assess its character, consult his conscience, prayerfully consider all 
its aspects, manfully struggle against the natural inertia that weighs him down in his effort to arise, shed, 
heroically and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments which hold him back, empty himself of 
every thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience to the counsels of the Author of His 
Faith, and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men and women, in all walks of life, seek 
to touch their hearts, through the distinction which characterizes his thoughts, his words and his acts, and 
win them over tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persistently, to the Faith he himself has espoused.     (p. 
148)  

  Dawn of a New Day 

  Nor can I fail to remember the series of alternating crises and victories -- each constituting a 
landmark in the evolution of the Faith -- which it has experienced in some of these territories, associated 
with the distressful withdrawal of its Author to the mountains of Sulaymaniyyih; with the glorious 
Declaration of His Mission in Baghdad; with His second and third banishments to Constantinople and 
Adrianople; with the grievous rebellion of His half-brother; with the proclamation of His own Mission; with 



His fourth banishment to the desolate and far-off penal colony of Akka in Syria; with the revelation of the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas, His Most Holy Book; with His ascension in the Holy Land; with the establishment of His 
Covenant and the inauguration of the Ministry of Abdu'l-Baha, His son and the Exemplar and authorized 
interpreter of His teachings.     (p. 167)  

  Extracts from the USBN 

  Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the Baha'i 
Cause, as set forth in 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present day Baha'i 
administration throughout the world - these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 
that must be fairly, discreetly and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision.      

  It was He, our beloved 'Abdu'l-Baha, our true and shining Exemplar, who with infinite tact and 
patience, whether in His public utterances or in private converse, adapted the presentation of the 
fundamentals of the Cause to the varying capacities and the spiritual receptiveness of His hearers.      

  Not content with an infamous denunciation of the originality and efficacy of the teachings and 
principles of the Cause, not satisfied with a rejection of the authenticity of the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, he has dared to attack the exalted person of the Author and Founder of the Faith, and to 
impute to its Forerunner and true Exemplar the vilest motives and most incredible intentions.      

  Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the Baha'i 
Cause, as set forth in Abdu'l-Baha's Testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present day Baha'i 
administration throughout the world - these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 
that must be fairly, discreetly and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision.      

  Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the Baha'i 
Cause, as set forth in 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present day Baha'i 
administration throughout the world - these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 
that must be fairly, discreetly and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision.      

  God Passes By 

  Upon Him that loving and unerring Father had chosen to confer the unique title of "Sirru'llah" 
(the Mystery of God), a designation so appropriate to One Who, though essentially human and holding a 
station radically and fundamentally different from that occupied by Baha'u'llah and His Forerunner, could 
still claim to be the perfect Exemplar of His Faith, to be endowed with super-human knowledge, and to be 
regarded as the stainless mirror reflecting His light.     (p. 242)  

  His own beloved Son, the apple of His eye, His vicegerent on earth, the Executive of His 
authority, the Pivot of His Covenant, the Shepherd of His flock, the Exemplar of His faith, the Image of His 
perfections, the Mystery of His Revelation, the Interpreter of His mind, the Architect of His World Order, 
the Ensign of His Most Great Peace, the Focal Point of His unerring guidance -- in a word, the occupant 
of an office without peer or equal in the entire field of religious history -- stood guard over it, alert, fearless 
and determined to enlarge its limits, blazon abroad its fame, champion its interests and consummate its 
purpose.     (p. 245)  



  The Will and Testament of Abdu'l-Baha, on the other hand, may be regarded as the offspring 
resulting from that mystic intercourse between Him Who had generated the forces of a God-given Faith 
and the One Who had been made its sole Interpreter and was recognized as its perfect Exemplar.     (p. 
325)  

  Messages to America 

  It was specially in order to initiate and encourage the progress of such a plan that I felt impelled 
to pledge the sum of one thousand pounds in the memory of these two glorious souls who, apart from the 
Founders of our Faith and its Exemplar, tower together with the Greatest Holy Leaf, above the rank and 
file of the faithful.     (p. 37)  

  Messages to the Baha'i World - 1950-1957 

  The ownership of this plot will now enable us to locate the site, excavate the foundations, and 
erect the structure, of the International Baha'i Archives, designed by the Hand of the Cause, Mason 
Remey, President of the International Baha'i Council, which will serve as the permanent and befitting 
repository for the priceless and numerous relics associated with the Twin Founders of the Faith, with the 
Perfect Exemplar of its teachings and with its heroes, saints and martyrs, and the building of which 
constitutes one of the foremost objectives of the Ten-Year Plan.     (p. 74)  

  This infinitely precious Faith, despite eleven decades of uninterrupted persecution, on the part 
of governments and ecclesiastics, involving the martyrdom of its Prophet-Herald, the four banishments 
and forty-year-long exile suffered by its Founder, the forty years of incarceration inflicted upon its 
Exemplar, and the sacrifice of no less than twenty thousand of its followers, has succeeded in firmly 
establishing itself in all the continents of the globe, and is irresistibly forging ahead, with accelerating 
momentum, bidding fair to envelop, at the close of the coming decade, the whole planet with the radiance 
of its splendor.     (p. 147)  

  Nor can I fail to remember the series of alternating crises and victories, each constituting a 
landmark in the evolution of the Faith -- which it has experienced in some of these territories, associated 
with the distressful withdrawal of its Author to the mountains of Sulamaniyyih; with the glorious 
declaration of His Mission in Baghdad; with His second and third banishments to Constantinople and 
Adrianople; with the grievous rebellion of His half-brother; with the proclamation of His own Mission; with 
His fourth banishment to the desolate and far-off penal colony of Akka in Syria; with the revelation of the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas, His Most Holy Book; with His ascension in the Holy Land; with the establishment of His 
Covenant and the inauguration of the ministry of Abdu'l-Baha, His son and the Exemplar and authorized 
Interpreter of His teachings.     (p. 165)  

  Messages to the Indian Subcontinent 

  Nor can I fail to remember the series of alternating crises and victories-each constituting a 
landmark in the evolution of the Faith- which it has experienced in some of these territories, associated 
with the distressful withdrawal of its Author to the mountains of Sulaymaniyyih; with the glorious 
Declaration of His Mission in Baghdad; with His second and third banishments to Constantinople and 
Adrianople; with the grievous rebellion of His half brother; with the proclamation of His own Mission; with 
His fourth banishment to the desolate and far-off penal colony of Akka in Syria; with the revelation of the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas, His Most Holy Book; with His ascension in the Holy Land; with the establishment of His 
Covenant and the inauguration of the Ministry of 'Abdu'l-Baha, His son and the Exemplar and authorized 
interpreter of His teachings.     (p. 353)  

  Summary Statement -The World Religion 



  The authorized Interpreter and Exemplar of Baha'u'llah's teachings was His eldest son 'Abdu'l-
Baha (Servant of Baha) who was appointed by his Father as the Center to whom all Baha'is should turn 
for instruction and guidance.      

  The Light of Divine Guidance v II 

  As you may perhaps have heard, our Guardian does not like to give pictures of himself to the 
believers - he prefers that they should keep in their homes photographs of the Master Who is our 
inspiration and Exemplar.     (p. 53)  

  The Promised Day is Come 

  Born in the very year that witnessed the inception of the Babi Revelation; baptized with the 
initial fires of persecution that raged around that nascent Cause; an eyewitness, when a boy of eight, of 
the violent upheavals that rocked the Faith which His Father had espoused; sharing with Him, the 
ignominy, the perils, and rigors consequent upon the successive banishments from His native-land to 
countries far beyond its confines; arrested and forced to support, in a dark cell, the indignity of 
imprisonment soon after His arrival in Akka; the object of repeated investigations and the target of 
continual assaults and insults under the despotic rule of Sultan Abdu'l-Hamid, and later under the ruthless 
military dictatorship of the suspicious and merciless Jamal Pasha -- He, too, the Center and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless Covenant and the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, was made to taste, at the 
hands of potentates, ecclesiastics, governments and peoples, the cup of woe which the Bab and 
Baha'u'llah, as well as so many of their followers, had drained.     (p. 14)  

  A Faith Whose call remained unanswered, Whose claims were rejected, Whose warnings were 
brushed aside, Whose followers were mowed down, Whose aims and purposes were maligned, Whose 
summons to the rulers of the earth were ignored, Whose Herald drained the cup of martyrdom, over the 
head of Whose Author swept a sea of unheard-of tribulations, and Whose Exemplar sank beneath the 
weight of lifelong sorrows and dire misfortunes.     (p. 16)  

  I have enumerated the woeful trials with which the Faith, its Herald, its Founder, and its 
Exemplar, have been afflicted, and exposed the tragic failure of the generality of mankind and its leaders 
to protest against these tribulations, and to acknowledge the claims advanced by those Who bore them.   
  (p. 111)  

  The Unfolding Destiny of the British Baha'i Community 

  He reflects not only those of Baha'u'llah but also of Christ as He is the exemplar of the spirit of 
the Prophet.... ..     (p. 440)  

  The World Order of Baha'u'llah 

  True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain 
number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns -- the shining exemplars of devotion and 
determination -- shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, 
to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.     (p. 37)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Center and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 



Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being "round Whom all names revolve," the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 134)  

  Baha'u'llah's inscrutable purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has been so thoroughly infused 
into the conduct of Abdu'l-Baha, and their motives have been so closely wedded together, that the mere 
attempt to dissociate the teachings of the former from any system which the ideal Exemplar of those 
same teachings has established would amount to a repudiation of one of the most sacred and basic 
truths of the Faith.     (p. 144)  

  No Guardian of the Faith, I feel it my solemn duty to place on record, can ever claim to be the 
perfect exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah or the stainless mirror that reflects His light.     (p. 151)  

  A Wider Horizon, Selected Letters 1983-1992 

  Ever present in our contemplation of these profound questions is the magnetic figure of 'Abdu'l-
Baha, the Centre of the Covenant, the Mystery of God, the perfect Exemplar, Whose unerring 
interpretation of the Holy Texts and luminous examples of their application to personal conduct shed light 
on a way of life we must strive diligently to follow.     (p. 49)  

  Ever present in our contemplation of these profound questions is the magnetic figure of 'Abdu'l-
Baha, the Center of the Covenant, the Mystery of God, the perfect Exemplar, Whose unerring 
interpretation of the Holy Texts and luminous examples of their application to personal conduct shed light 
on a way of life we must strive diligently to follow. 
=====================================================     (p. 184)  

  1995 Oct, Turning Point For All Nations 

  Wrote `Abdu'l-Baha: "True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world 
whenever a certain number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns -- the shining exemplars of 
devotion and determination -- shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve 
and clear vision, to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.      

  Century of Light 

  Shoghi Effendi has described Him as "the Centre and Pivot" of Baha'u'llah's Covenant, the 
"perfect Exemplar" of the teachings of the Revelation of God for the age of human maturity, and "the 
Mainspring of the Oneness of Humanity".     (p. 39)  

  1988 Dec 29, Individual Rights and Freedoms 

  Through it the meaning of the Word, both in theory and practice, is made evident in the life and 
work of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the appointed Interpreter, the perfect Exemplar, the Centre of the Covenant.     (p. 
2)  

  1988 Sept 25, Function of Research Department, Various terms 

  Mr. Cope inquires whether the term translated as "the world of exemplars" on page 295 of 
"Baha'i Scriptures: Selections from the Utterances of Baha'u'llah and Abdul Baha", ed.     (p. 2)  



  The paragraph containing the phrase "world of exemplars" as published in "The Promulgation of 
Universal Peace" differs slightly from both the version published in " Star of the West" and that in "Bahai 
Scriptures".     (p. 2)  

  1992 Preface to the Aqdas 

  This unique figure is at once the Exemplar of the pattern of life taught by His Father, the divinely 
inspired authoritative Interpreter of His Teachings and the Centre and Pivot of the Covenant which the 
Author of the Baha'i Revelation made with all who recognize Him.     (p. 4)  

  2001 Apr 19, Unity of Nations and the Lesser Peace 

  True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain 
number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns -- the shining exemplars of devotion and 
determination -- shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, 
to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.     (p. 2)  

  Messages 1963 to 1986 

  Baha'u'llah's inscrutable purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has been so thoroughly infused 
into the conduct of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and their motives have been so closely wedded together, that the mere 
attempt to dissociate the teachings of the former from any system which the ideal Exemplar of those 
same teachings has established would amount to a repudiation of one of the most sacred and basic 
truths of the Faith.     (p. 192)  

  Among the titles by which He is known are the Centre of the Covenant, the Mystery of God, the 
Master, and the Perfect Exemplar of Baha'u'llah's teachings.     (p. 729)  

  Ridvan 144, 1987 

  Ever present in our contemplation of these profound questions is the magnetic figure of 'Abdu'l-
Baha, the Centre of the Covenant, the Mystery of God, the perfect Exemplar, Whose unerring 
interpretation of the Holy Texts and luminous examples of their application to personal conduct shed light 
on a way of life we must strive diligently to follow.      

  Ridvan 153, 1996 - Latin America and the Caribbean 

  As you take up the tasks of the Four Year Plan, keep in mind the words of the Guardian calling 
on the individual believer to "...shed, heroically and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments 
which hold him back, empty himself of every thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience 
to the counsels of the Author of His Faith, and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men 
and women, in all walks of life, seek to touch their hearts, through the distinction which characterizes his 
thoughts, his words and his acts, and win them over tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persistently, to the 
Faith he himself has espoused."      

  Selected Six Year Plan Messages 

  Ever present in our contemplation of these profound questions is the magnetic figure of 'Abdu'l-
Baha, the Centre of the Covenant, the Mystery of God, the perfect Exemplar, Whose unerring 



interpretation of the Holy Texts and luminous examples of their application to personal conduct shed light 
on a way of life we must strive diligently to follow.     (p. 33)  

  An Explanation of the Greatest Name 

  Could we not visualize God as manifested in His most resplendent glory in the majestic figure of 
Baha'u'llah, and standing on either side of Him, two towering personalities of unsurpassed beauty: the 
Bab, the Herald, the incarnation of sacrifice and of self- effacement and the highest expression of true 
love ever possible in this contingent life; and Abdu'l-Baha, the Center of the Covenant, the true Exemplar 
of the teachings and the highest embodiment of servitude.     (p. 20)  

  The Prince of Martyrs 

  These Essences of being are the shining Exemplars of sacrifice.     (p. i)  

  3 Baha'u'llah (1817-92) was the Founder of the Baha'i Faith, the Bab (1819-50) its Forerunner, 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha (1833-1921) its Exemplar.]     (p. 3)  

  The Child of the Covenant 

  Baha'u'llah's inscrutable purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has been so thoroughly infused 
into the conduct of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and their motives have been so closely wedded together, that the mere 
attempt to dissociate the teachings of the former from any system which the ideal Exemplar of those 
same teachings has established would amount to a repudiation of one of the most sacred and basic 
truths of the Faith.     (p. 8)  

  'Abdu'l-Baha is, of course, the Centre of the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, the Perfect Exemplar and 
the embodiment of all divine virtues.     (p. 23)  

  The Christ-like person of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the perfect Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah and 
a stainless mirror reflecting His light, provided a noble example for men to follow in this Dispensation.     
(p. 196)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve', the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 229)  

  In His Will and Testament, having dwelt on the machinations of the Covenant-breakers, the 
Centre of the Covenant of Baha'u'llah and the Supreme Exemplar of His teachings unveils to His loved 
ones a different picture of His warm and affectionate nature.     (p. 234)  

  Had Mirza Muhammad-'Ali remained a true and steadfast believer, had he lived a life of humility 
and self-effacement, had he devoted all his efforts to the promotion of the Cause and detached himself 
from earthly things and had he followed in the footsteps of the Master and emulated the one who was the 
supreme Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah, then who could have been more suited than he, a son 
of Baha'u'llah, to take over the reins of the Cause of God after 'Abdu'l-Baha?     (p. 259)  



  The Perfect Exemplar, the loving and forgiving Father, had passed away and the Order of 
Baha'u'llah was now to take shape under the guidance of the Champion of Divine Justice.     (p. 317)  

  The Covenant of Baha'u'llah 

  This peerless Covenant revolves around its Centre, Abdu'l-Baha, extolled by Shoghi Effendi as 
Baha'u'llah's 'most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His light, the perfect Exemplar of His 
teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His word, the embodiment of every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of 
every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient Root, the Limb of the Law of God, 
the Being round whom all names revolve, the Mainspring of the Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the 
Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this Most Holy Dispensation'.     (p. x)  

  Abdu'l-Baha, the true Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah, demonstrated this form of 
detachment by His actions.     (p. 25)  

  Abdu'l-Baha is of course the Centre of the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, the Perfect Exemplar and 
the embodiment of all divine virtues.     (p. 121)  

  Whatever betide us, however distressing the vicissitudes which the nascent Faith of God may 
yet experience, we pledge ourselves, before the mercy-seat of thy glorious Father, to hand on, 
unimpaired and undivided, to generations yet unborn, the glory of that tradition of which thou has been its 
most brilliant exemplar.     (p. 123)  

  Had Mirza Muhammad-'Ali remained a true and steadfast believer, had he lived a life of humility 
and self-effacement, had he devoted all his efforts to the promotion of the Cause and detached himself 
from earthly things, and had he followed in the footsteps of the Master and emulated the One who was 
the supreme Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah, then who could have been more suited than he, a 
son of Baha'u'llah, to take over the reins of the Cause of God after Abdu'l-Baha?     (p. 134)  

  The Christ-like Person of Abdu'l-Baha, the perfect Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah and 
a stainless Mirror reflecting His light, established a noble example for man to follow in this Dispensation.   
  (p. 198)  

  Whatever betide us, however distressing the vicissitudes which the nascent Faith of God may 
yet experience, we pledge ourselves, before the mercy-seat of thy glorious Father, to hand on, 
unimpaired and undivided, to generations yet unborn, the glory of that tradition of which thou hast been its 
most brilliant exemplar.     (p. 308)  

  The ownership of this plot will now enable us to locate the site, excavate the foundations, and 
erect the structure, of the International Baha'i Archives ... which will serve as the permanent and befitting 
repository for the priceless and numerous relics associated with the Twin Founders of the Faith, with the 
Perfect Exemplar of its teachings and with its heroes, saints and martyrs, and the building of which 
constitutes one of the foremost objectives of the Ten-Year Plan.     (p. 327)  

  Not content with an infamous denunciation of the originality and efficacy of the teachings and 
principles of the Cause, not satisfied with a rejection of the authenticity of the Will and Testament of 
Abdu'l-Baha, he has dared to attack the exalted person of the Author and Founder of the Faith, and to 
impute to its Forerunner and true Exemplar the vilest motives and most incredible intentions.     (p. 339)  



  The Will and Testament of Abdu'l-Baha, on the other hand, may be regarded as the offspring 
resulting from that mystic intercourse between Him Who had been made its sole Interpreter and was 
recognized as its perfect Exemplar.     (p. 413)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 1 

  In her life she reflected the very qualities and attributes which distinguished her illustrious 
Brother Abdu'l-Baha -- the Exemplar of the Faith of Baha'u'llah.     (p. 14)  

  The life of Abdu'l-Baha, the Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah, stands out as a shining 
example of what real happiness is. From the age of nine He shared the sufferings and persecutions 
inflicted upon His Father, spending forty years in Akka as a prisoner of two Turkish despots.     (p. 100)  

  Abdu'l-Baha, the true Exemplar of the Teachings of Baha'u'llah, has established the pattern of 
servitude for all to follow.     (p. 134)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 2 

  Abdu'l-Baha, the true Exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah demonstrated this form of 
detachment by His actions.     (p. 40)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve', the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 395)  

  A Faith Whose call remained unanswered, Whose claims were rejected, Whose warnings were 
brushed aside, Whose followers were mowed down, Whose aims and purposes were maligned, Whose 
summons to the rulers of the earth were ignored, Whose Herald drained the cup of martyrdom, over the 
head of Whose Author swept a sea of unheard-of tribulations, and Whose Exemplar sank beneath the 
weight of life-long sorrows and dire misfortunes.     (p. 419)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 3 

  Through these qualities Mirza Abu'l-Fadl became a source of divine knowledge and an 
embodiment of Baha'i virtues, of humility and self-effacement to such an extent that 'Abdu'l-Baha in one 
of his talks(10) after Mirza Abu'l-Fadl's passing described him as a 'supreme exemplar for the Baha'is to 
follow'.     (p. 106)  

  In following the footsteps of the Exemplar of the Faith of Baha'u'llah we may observe that when 
someone asked 'Abdu'l-Baha a question, He often did not give the person all the answers.     (p. 336)  

  In every stage of His life, whether in prison or in freedom, 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Exemplar of the 
Teachings of Baha'u'llah, lived up to this important teaching.     (p. 363)  



  As the 'perfect Exemplar' of the teachings of Baha'u'llah, 'the embodiment of every Baha'i ideal', 
and 'the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue',(5) 'Abdu'l-Baha's life has already inspired many, and will 
continue to inspire countless generations of the future in their endeavour to become selfless and live a life 
of humility and servitude.     (p. 405)  

  The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 4 

  As we have already stated in a previous volume,[1] Mirza Abu'l-Fadl became the embodiment of 
divine virtues and perfections to such an extent that 'Abdu'l-Baha urged the friends to emulate him as 
their exemplar.     (p. 36)  

  The person of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Master, the guide and refuge of friend and foe alike, 'the 
stainless mirror of His light', and 'the perfect Exemplar of His teachings', was at this period at the pinnacle 
of public adoration and respect.     (p. 239)  

  Spend an hour with the oppressed of Iran, and witness how the exemplars of justice and equity 
are sorely tried beneath the sword of tyrants.     (p. 350)  

  A Tribute to Shoghi Effendi 

  The Perfect Exemplar, the loving and forgiving Father, had passed away and the Order of 
Baha'u'llah was now to take shape under the guidance of the Champion of Divine Justice.     (p. 5)  

  Baha'u'llah and the New Era 

  The Faith which in 1892 seemed so weak and helpless in the physical exile and imprisonment 
of its Exemplar and Interpreter, has since, with irresistible power, raised up communities in many 
countries,+F1 and challenges the weakness of a decaying civilization with a body of teachings that alone 
reveal the future of a despairing humanity.     (p. 68)  

  Exemplar oExemplar of Baha'i Life     (p. 69)  

  To Abdu'l-Baha, therefore, fell the important task of becoming the exponent of the Revelation, 
the Doer of the Word, the Great Exemplar of the Baha'i life in actual contact with the world of today, in the 
most diverse phases of its myriad activities.     (p. 69)  

  The Manifestation is the Perfect Man, the great Exemplar for Mankind, the First Fruit of the tree 
of humanity.     (p. 74)  

  True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain 
number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns -- the shining exemplars of devotion and 
determination -- shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, 
to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.     (p. 166)  

  Full recognition of the station of the Forerunner, the Author, and the True Exemplar of the Baha'i 
Cause, as set forth in Abdu'l-Baha's Testament; unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our 
Beloved's sacred Will; and close association with the spirit as well as the form of the present day Baha'i 
administration throughout the world -- these I conceive to be the fundamental and primary considerations 



that must be fairly, discreetly and thoughtfully ascertained before reaching such a vital decision.     (p. 
271)  

  Christ and Baha'u'llah 

  No Guardian of the Faith, I feel it my solemn duty to place on record, can ever claim to be the 
perfect exemplar of the teachings of Baha'u'llah or the stainless mirror that reflects His light.     (p. 101)  

  Abdu'l-Baha - The Centre of the Covenant 

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve' the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Baha."     (p. xv)  

  He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Centre and Pivot of 
Baha'u'llah's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His 
light, the perfect Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of 
every Baha'i ideal, the incarnation of every Baha'i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient 
Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being 'round Whom all names revolve, the Mainspring of the 
Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy 
Dispensation -- styles and titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name 'Abdu'l-Baha.     (p. 494)  

  Eminent Baha'is in the Time of Baha'u'llah 

  guide and exemplar in matters of application of the Holy Law of Islam.     (p. 251)  

  Muhammad and the Course of Islam 

  As to the muqallid, which literally means the 'imitator', not every Sh'iah of the Twelver 
persuasion has had to choose or has chosen a divine as guide and exemplar.     (p. 420)  

  Portals to Freedom 

  The authorized Interpreter and Exemplar of Baha'u'llah's teachings was His eldest son 'Abdu'l-
Baha     (p. 34)  

  The point I am endeavoring to make is this: That Baha'u'llah lays claim to a Divine Power which 
over rules men and nations; that this Power is the power of the Love of God; that everything that is 
happening in this world today is evidence of that overruling Power; that investigation of the Commands 
and foresight of Baha'u'llah and His Exemplar compared with the events transpiring in the world since 
1853 will bear testimony to the effectiveness of that Power, and finally, that there is unmistakable 
evidence on every hand; in every quarter of the globe; amongst every type of mind and every activity, that 
world opinion is moving with accelerated motion into line with a world order exactly corresponding to the 
plan outlined by Baha'u'llah, promulgated and exemplified by 'Abdu'l-Baha, and now, at this very moment, 



being organized, administrated and operated by His grandson, Shoghi Effendi, from the international 
center at Haifa, Palestine.     (p. 226)  

  IT WAS about two or three months after 'Abdu'l-Baha had left America that I came into the 
realization, a conviction which has never since wavered for an instant, of the respective stations of the 
Bab, as the "First Point" of Light on the horizon of the New Day; of Baha'u'llah, "The Glory of God," as the 
"Manifestation of the Lights of the Essence in the Mirror of Names and Attributes," and of His Son, 
'Abdu'l-Baha' as the Center of His Covenant, the divinely appointed exemplar, the perfect Man, whose 
mission it was to manifest the beauty of holiness in the station of perfect servitude to God and man-"I am 
the servant of the servants of God."     (p. 229)  

  an impractical idealist and not to be taken seriously. (b) He was unique in type and capabilities 
and spoke and acted from a background of wisdom and capacity unattainable by other men. (c) He was a 
Herald of a World of Reality of which this phenomenal world is like an upside-down reflection; a 
Summoner to all men to leave the seeming and live on the plane of the Real; an Exemplar to humanity 
that such an utter alteration of orientation is not only possible but imperative if any measure of happiness, 
tranquillity, wisdom and prosperity is to be attained.     (p. 242)  

  It was my inestimable privilege to watch and talk with, for a period of eight months, the Son of 
Baha'u'llah, the Center of His Covenant, the perfect exemplar of His Word and Life; the One by whom "He 
hath caused to appear the traces of the Glory of His Kingdom upon the earth."     (p. 253)  

  Arches of the Years 

  ' He was the designated Interpreter of His Father's Teachings, and the Exemplar for all to follow. 
    (p. 112)  

  True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain 
number of its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns--the shining exemplars of devotion and 
determination--shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, 
to establish the Cause of Universal Peace.     (p. 150)  

  Our two prophets are the Bab and Baha'u'llah, and our third central figure is 'Abdu'l-Baha, the 
'Mystery of God', 'the perfect Exemplar ... endowed with superhuman knowledge ... the stainless mirror..   
  (p. 316)  

  Dawn Over Mount Hira 

  He was 'Abdu'l-Baha, Son of Baha'u'llah, appointed by His Father as the interpreter of the 
Baha'i Faith, and as the Exemplar of the Baha'i way of life.     (p. 52)  

  Thorton Chase - Before Abraham Was I am 

  He is the Centre of the new Covenant, the Fulfiller of the Law, the Exemplar for all men.     (p. 
11)  

  We honor the instrument; we love it as an instrument and as the liver of the Word, the exemplar, 
the sacrificer of self for humanity, the mouth-piece of God; but is GOD and HIM only that we worship, 
praise and adore.     (p. 11)  



  The Guardian of the Baha'i Faith 

  He informed the American National Assembly that the fundamental and primary requisites a 
candidate should have were acceptance of the stations of the Bab, the Forerunner; Baha'u'llah, the 
Author; and 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Exemplar of the Faith; submission to whatever They had revealed; loyal 
and steadfast adherence to the provisions of the Will of the Master; and close association with the spirit 
and form of the worldwide Baha'i Administration.     (p. 194)  

  The Guardian had fused in the alembic of his creative mind all the elements of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah into one great indivisible whole; he had created an organized community of His followers 
which was the receptacle of His teachings, His laws, and His Administrative Order; the teachings of the 
Twin Manifestations of God and the Perfect Exemplar had been woven into a shining cloak that would 
clothe and protect man for a thousand years, a cloak on which the fingers of Shoghi Effendi had picked 
out the patterns, knitted the seams, fashioned the brilliant protective clasps of his interpretations of the 
Sacred Texts, never to be sundered, never to be torn away until that day when a new Law-giver comes to 
the world and once again wraps His creature man in yet another divine garment.     (p. 229)  

  The Priceless Pearl 

  It's as if, when someone was unsound in the Covenant, they attacked the very body of the 
Manifestation, or the Exemplar, or the Guardian.     (p. 160)  

  Impelled associate America's momentous Seven Year enterprise imperishable memory these 
two holy souls who next twin founders Faith and perfect Exemplar tower together with Greatest Holy Leaf 
above entire concourse faithful.     (p. 262)  

  He informed the American National Assembly that the fundamental and primary requisites a 
candidate should have were acceptance of the stations of the Bab, the Forerunner; Baha'u'llah, the 
Author; and 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Exemplar of the Faith; submission to whatever They had revealed; loyal 
and steadfast adherence to the provisions of the Will of the Master; and close association with the spirit 
and form of the world-wide Baha'i Administration.     (p. 378)  

  The Guardian had fused in the alembic of his creative mind all the elements of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah into one great indivisible whole; he had created an organized community of His followers 
which was the receptacle of His teachings, His laws and His Administrative Order; the teachings of the 
twin Manifestations of God and the Perfect Exemplar had been woven into a shining cloak that would 
clothe and protect man for a thousand years, a cloak on which the fingers of Shoghi Effendi had picked 
out the patterns, knitted the seams, fashioned the brilliant protective clasps of his interpretations of the 
Sacred Texts, never to be sundered, never to be torn away until that day when a new Law-giver comes to 
the world and once again wraps His creature man in yet another divine garment.     (p. 436)  

 
 

 


